
574 members also attended a walk to raise awareness of 
the 22 Soldier's and Veterans every day that commit sui-
cide. They walked a local bike path 1.1 miles in each di-
rection, and participated in the event ceremony.   

www.sonsdny.org 

In September, Hudson Falls 574 Sons and Post Family 
members, escorted the moving Vietnam Wall and helped 
assemble it, then participated in the opening ceremony. 
Pictured below with Squadron Adjutant Dan Nolin is 
Gold Star Mother Cindy Roberts. Three days later they 
returned for the closing ceremony and helped to disas-
semble the Wall and load the truck . 

Volume 7 Issue 2 

THE LIBERTY 
Detachment of New York  

Sons of  The American Legion 

Suite 1300           

112 State Street 

Albany, New York 

12207 (518) 463-2215 

Fall 2017 

 

                   

     Share The Pride - Build the Pride    

Mike Burke and New Windsor 1796 Legion and Sons  gave 
a talk to 4th Graders at Temple Hill  School, all about Vet-
erans Day, and participated in their Veterans Day Parade. 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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My fellow Sons, 

What a fall it has 
been!  I’ve had 
the honor of visit-
ing so far this 
year, 38 counties 
and the hospital-
ity and enthusi-
asm I have seen 
at each county 
visit has been 
incredible!  It is a 
great state we 

live in!  I have been  very fortunate to have 
seen so many areas that are so beautiful, and 
the physical beauty is only exceeded by the 
warmth and friendliness of so many of the Sons 
and other members of the American Legion 
Family whom I had the pleasure to meet.  

I also had the pleasure of hosting the DEC Fall 
conference in my hometown of City Island NY, 
and then leading The Detachment of New York 
on a march up 5

th
 avenue in The New York City 

Veterans Day parade!  It was a cold day but a 
great one, one which I’ll never forget!  

I’d like to thank everyone who was involved in 
their county visitations and also thank everyone 
who made the trip to the DEC Meeting on City 
Island.   I know that the weekend was busy at 
most Squadron and Post Homes, so I really do 
appreciate the effort made by all who made the 
trip for the Meeting and Parade.   

That said, The Holidays are upon us and 2018 
will be here before we know it!  The 100

th
 Birth-

day of the American Legion will be a reality and 
in the Spring, we will be there to help elect our 
own Greg ‘Doc’ Gibbs to SAL National Com-
mander. 

There is a lot of work ahead for us to achieve 
our goals.  My project for the year, The National 
Emergency Fund, is as important as ever, as  

our fellow Americans in Texas, The Gulf and 
Puerto Rico are still hurting… so if you can 
throw a fundraiser at your squadron, please 
try to do so. 

Keep an eye on your membership numbers as 
we would really like to go to convention next 
year and be recognized for achieving 100% 
when our new National Commander is on the 
stage. 

I am looking forward to a great year ahead, 
and working with all of you to grow the De-
tachment of NY. I am looking forward to visit-
ing all of the remaining counties of New York 
after the new year and meeting all of the 
29,600+ Blue Cappers who make The SAL 
Detachment of New York Great. 

As I have urged in my visits so far this year, 
think about growing our organization and think 
BIG and think BOLD about how you do it.  Get 
your Squadrons name in the newspaper and 
on the radio, sign up lots of new members, 
even if they can only attend one event a year, 
and make sure every member we have, and 
every member we sign up understands our 
purpose and how much good we do.  New 
members are not just joining a Squadron but a 
nationwide group that helps keep America 
strong, helps take care of veterans and helps 
children grow up to be leaders in our society! 

My thanks to every member for their hard 

work and commitment to the Sons. My wish is 

that God may bless you and your families 

around the Holidays, Christmas time, Hanu-

kah, and in the new year 2018 - The American 

Legions 100
th
 Anniversary. God bless those 

serving in the armed forces and our Veterans, 

and God Bless the SAL and the entire Ameri-

can Legion Family! 
 

William Clancy III, Commander  

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

           by William Clancy III 



…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J. Avery 
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 The Fall Detachment Executive 
Committee Meeting took place on Fri-
day November 10th at  Leonard H. Haw-
kins A.L. Post #156 on City Island in the 
Bronx, NY. It was well attended, and 
the members met in their Committees 
and Commissions following which, 
many reports were given and business 
conducted. Attendees were honored to 
attend a dinner later that evening at the 
Morris Yacht and Beach Club just down 
the street from the Hawkins Post. 
 On Saturday, members travelled 
by train and subway from the Bronx to 
Manhattan to take part in the 99th An-
nual NYC Veterans Day Parade. Fol-
lowing this huge event, a Veterans Day 
Ceremony took place on the USS In-
trepid with various speakers, a wreath 
laying in the Hudson River, and pipes 
and drums providing patriotic music. 
 The Official Call to the Midwinter 
Conference and Executive Meeting is 
out. It will take place on January 19-21, 
2017 at the Radisson – Albany on Wolf 
Road. Our room rates remain the same 
as last year at $110 for single or dou-
ble. You must return Housing Forms to 
the hotel by the cut-off date of Decem-
ber 29th. Commissions and Committees 
will be meeting as usual, along with our 
Leadership Training, the Advisors 
Seminar, and SAL Workshops. Our 
invited guests are National Vice Com-
mander Ken Warner from PA, and the 
Leading National V/C Candidate from 
Delaware, Mike Cotten.  
 As for membership, this year’s 
current goal as set by National is 
29,535 members and we need nearly 
23,300 to get there. We are at 21% and 
are in 43rd place in the Nation with 
6,242 members and in 7th place of the 
14 Detachments in the Eastern Region.  
We need 10,337 members to reach the 
35% Target Date on November 15th.   
Our 2017 renewal rate is 6th highest in 

the Nation at 91.04%. Our 2018 rate is 
currently at 87.52% showing 5,463 Tra-
ditional renewed and779 new or rein-
stated. All Squadrons are reminded to 
transmit on a regular basis and in con-
formance with the Target Dates!  
 The American Legion Child Wel-
fare Foundation is in its 62nd year, and 
the Sons of The American Legion con-
tinue to be the largest contributor. This 
year’s grant recipients were selected by 
CWF’s Board of Directors October 8th 

during their annual fall meeting in Indi-
anapolis. $636,467 in grants were 
awarded to 28 nonprofit organizations. 
The recipients have been awarded the 
grants to support youth-serving projects 
and to assist in the dissemination of 
information to the general public and to 
specific target groups. Two of this 

year’s recipients are from New York: 

Autism Speaks of New York, NY was 
awarded $31,000 for their project, 
“Interactive Guide to Individual Educa-
tion Programs for Children on the Au-
tism Spectrum.” This project will re-
vamp the current Autism Speaks Guide 
to include a video highlighting experts, 

as well as adding interactive tools. 

Songs of Love Foundation of Forest 
Hills, New York, was awarded $25,000 
for their project, “Songs of Love Out-

reach Project.” This grant will provide 
personalized songs to seriously ill chil-
dren up to the age of 21 at no charge to 
them. The Eight and Forty support this 
grant.  Our Detachment has donated 
$2,500 so far this year which is only 
$0.09 per member. Our Detachment can 
do a much better job in support of this 
program. Please consider a donation 
from your Squadron. Many Squadrons 
make this an annual set amount dona-
tion. Your help is appreciated! A chal-
lenge coin will be made available this 
year by the Detachment for a $10 dona-
tion. It is hoped the Detachment will take 
the lead in supporting this fundraiser.
 At the National level, many of you 
know of the retirement of our Legion 
Staff Liaison John Kerestan and also of 
Brian O’Hearne the National Adjutant. 
For many years as a National Assistant 
Adjutant  I have worked with both of 
these gentlemen and they will be missed 
for their contributions to the organization 
and also as friends. The new staff are 
getting their feet wet and are moving the 
administration forward with many 
changes. There will be many more 
changes at National once the Strategic 
Planning group has finished their task 
and reported before the NEC.  
 Following that National transition, I 
need to report that our longtime Program 
Coordinator Annie Wilsey is retiring at 
the end of the year. She will be missed 
for her many years of service to the De-
partment and Detachment. We wish her 
the very best in her retirement!   Her 
replacement will be announced shortly. 
 The $10, 000 donation authorized 
by the Detachment to NEF was pre-
sented directly to National Commander 
Rohan at her Homecoming in Indianapo-
lis last month by Commander William 
Clancy, III. The Department presented 
over $10,000.    
 (Continued on page 11) 

 Target Dates: 

December 13, 2017   45% 
 

January 18, 2018   60% 
 

February 14, 2018   75% 
 

March 14, 2018   80% 
 

April 11, 2018   90% 
 

May 9, 2018                100% 
 

*July 25, 2018                105% 
 

*Delegate Strength Target Date 
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Executive Committee Meeting & NYC Veterans Parade 
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   Membership….by Daryl VerStreate   
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 While we did not make the target date of 100% for the 2017 membership year, I am happy to an-
nounce as of Thursday we have made the 100% mark. For 2017 we had a detachment goal of 29,671 and 
we currently stand at 29,679.          
 Even as impressive, is that out of 63 counties in the Detachment, 50 of the counties have achieved 
100% or higher. Congratulations to all that have helped achieve this terrific goal.  An achievement like this 
could not happen without everyone in the Detachment working together to make it 
happen.  As you know the 35% target date is November 15, 2018. The detach-
ment stands at 30.63% just 1300 members short.  Goals have been set for the 
Squadrons, and were set to what squadrons ended the 2017 membership year at.  
 Please remember membership takes a team!!   We have proven that for 
the year 2017. Now let’s focus on 2018 Membership year and start out running. 
With everyone working together and transmitting membership in a timely manner 
we can continue to grow the Detachment in membership and meet more of our target dates. 

   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation….by Tom Kurk   
 Greetings from your Detachment Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission. The Holiday 
Season can be a hard time on our active duty and past veterans along with their families. As an American 
Soldier is stationed many miles from home many things go through this soldiers mind. This American hero 
is worried about their family back home. Another soldier is recovering from wounds sustained in battle. 
What is he or she going to do when they return home, are they going to cope with everyday living as they 
deal with mental or physical disabilities? A veteran from past conflicts suffers from PTSD not knowing 
where to turn for help and is desperate for help. These are just a few issues our veterans might go through. 
 What can we do as Sons of The American Legion? We can organize events for the families of our 
service personnel overseas. This could include dinners at your Post home, outings to local sporting events, 
fishing trips, amusement parks or to the movies. If a veteran turns to you for help with rehabilitation get 
them in touch with your Post Service Officer. The PSO has the training and resources to direct people in 
the right direction. Support programs such as Operation Comfort Warriors.  Volunteering at a VA Medical 
Center provides a heartfelt sense of satisfaction. Have your Squadron sponsor off site events for patients 
of our VA’s or NYS Veterans Homes. The possibilities we as Sons can do are endless.   
 Our annual “They March for Us, We Walk for Them” is scheduled for April 21, 2017. The Depart-
ment of New York American Legion Auxiliary is excited to partner with us once again. Included in the pack-
age this year is a list of suggestions on how to get local community support for your project. The pictures of 
the Boots are included and in the past have proven to be great money raisers. If you live in an area where 
it is not feasible to hold a Walk don’t be shy about approaching your local businesses, other organizations 
or organize a few fundraisers to support the Walk-A-Thon. Get with your local Auxiliary Units and start 
planning now. The complete Walk-A-Thon package is already on our Detachment Website.  
 On a personal note I had the opportunity to attend the Final Show of the 2017 National Veterans 
Creative Arts Festival. This was held in October at the University Of Buffalo. It is an annual event held in a 
different location every year. This was the first time ever it has been in New York. It is sponsored by the 
Dept. of Veterans Affair and the American Legion Auxiliary. It was hosted by the VA Western New York 
Healthcare System and the Erie County American Legion Auxiliary. Exhibits included paintings, sculptures, 
leather work, creative writing. The highlight was a stage show with longtime American Legion supporter 
and Country Music Artist Michael Peterson as the MC. Participants in both the art work and stage show are 
enrolled in the VA and were winners in their categories. This was a truly inspirational event to attend. I en-
courage anyone that has the opportunity to attend this show please do.     
 We have covered a lot of activities we can do for our veterans in this article. If any member has any 
questions about any of the above activities that we as Sons can do please feel free to contact any of the 
VA&R Commission members.   (See related VA&R article about Operation Comfort Warriors on page 6) 
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   Operation Comfort Warriors….by Joe SantaCroce   
 The American Legion established Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) as a program to support our 
Veterans and our VA facilities, enabling them to receive much needed medical, rehabilitation and recrea-
tional equipment in addition to apparel not provided by Veterans’ Services.  OCW is administered com-
pletely by the American Legion and based at the Legion National headquarters in Indianapolis. 100% of 
all donations are used for the program with all administrative costs absorbed by the American Legion. 
 OCW looks to provide items for our recovering soldiers that they might need to help in their treat-
ment and in their lives. Too many of these items are not provided by Veterans’ Services requiring them to 
find an outside source to obtain them.         
 A soldier recovering from burns sustained in a rocket attack might need loose-fitting sweat-suits to 
cover their wounds without adding pressure to the burns. Patients that are plagued with tinnitus from an 
exploding IED use iPods to help drown out the excess noise. Others simply need a specific type of fitness 
equipment to help rebuild the strength in their muscles. In other situations, soldiers are given “comfort” 
items just to help them as they recover.        
 VA facilities rely on donations to purchase these items. However, they are not allowed to formally 
solicit donations for their needs. This is where Operation Comfort Warriors steps in, to facilitate the pur-
chase of these needed items without the worry to the VA facility, or to the individual Veteran, of raising the 
required funds to pay for them. Here in New York State, two OCW grants have recently been approved. 
 In December 2016 a $6,000 grant was approved for the Canandaigua VA Hospital, requested by 
the Canandaigua Squadron and sponsored by Canandaigua Post #256 in Ontario County. The funds 
were used to purchase electronics and appliances for their Recreation and Hospice Programs. The grant 
also allowed them to obtain house wares needed in the Homeless Program.  In addition, games, small 
appliances and apparel were provided for their Patient Assistance and Adult Day Care Departments.
 Last spring a $9,000 grant was approved for the New 
York Harbor VA Healthcare System, which benefitted the three 
campuses that they operate, Manhattan, Brooklyn and St. Al-
ban’s, Queens. This grant was sponsored by the Windsor Ter-
race Squadron #1175 from Kings County. New York Harbor 
received 2- 50” flat screen TV’s, 2- 48” flat screen TV’s, 4 DVD 
players in addition to ping pong tables and a foosball table. In 
addition the facility received apparel, such as sneakers, socks, 
t-shirts, sweatpants, belts and underwear, which are provided 
to needy veterans that are admitted to the three facilities. 
 In both cases these grants were greatly appreciated by 
the facilities as they were able to provide comfort items to our 
veterans to aid in their recovery, without the worry of depleting their donated funds. More importantly, the 
program was able to customize the grant for the specific needs of each facility, which differ from Hospital 
to Hospital depending on the scope of programs they provide for our veterans. If you live in a commu-
nity with a VA facility, please consider speaking to their administration or Voluntary Services Office about 
applying for an OCW Grant.  Any American Legion Post, Unit or Squadron can be a sponsor for the re-
quest.  And be aware as well that any Veteran may also apply for assistance through OCW on-line them-
selves, for an individual need he and/or his family may need.      
 Operation Comfort Warriors is funded through donations from the Legion Family. Please look to 
have your squadron, county or district make a donation. Also, discuss with your Legion Family the pros-
pect of holding a fundraiser in your community to support this most worthy program of the American Le-
gion. Whether through a fish fry, a pancake breakfast or simply a raffle, whatever works in your area! It 
would provide much needed money to allow us to supply the “extras” that our recovering veterans require 
during their stay in the VA Hospitals.          
 For additional information on Operation Comfort Warriors, refer to our website (www.sonsdny.org), 
the OCW page www.legion.org/operationcomfortwarriors/assistance, reach out to Gabe Cinquegrana from 
Canandaigua for his experiences, or contact Joe SantaCroce of the Detachment VA&R Committee.  

http://www.sonsdny.org
https://www.legion.org/operationcomfortwarriors/assistance


 What a great organization we have! As leading candidate for 2018-2019 
Detachment Commander I can say that, if elected, I will be very proud to represent 
the 29,600+ Sons of The American Legion in our great Detachment of New York.  I 
look forward to travel all 62 counties and see the great work the Sons are doing 
along with the rest of our American Legion Family; and delivering my message of 
maintaining as Sons a “Constancy in Purpose” in supporting our Veterans and 
American Legion programs.  Please feel free to check out my link on our website, 
www.sonsdny.org, for more information about my eligibility and accomplishments. 
 I have started to campaign, and although expenses incurred while attending the formal program of 
the visitations are covered, there are many expenses which are not.   So I am asking for your help.  We are 
conducting two raffles.  The first is already underway and encompasses the 6th, 7th and 8th Districts, with the 
drawing to be held on December 17th.  The second will begin the first of the year and will encompass all re-
maining districts, with the drawing to be held at the Detachment Convention next July.  Mailings will be sent 
out to all squadrons and tickets will be available at Mid-Winter.  We will also be raffling a “Lottery Tree” at 
Mid-Winter so look for that as well. 
 I would like to give my “Committee to Elect” a huge thanks; Honorary Chairman Jerry Ketchum, 
General Chairman Gabe Cinquegrana, Phil Dewy, Kevin Kirkwood, Terri Wallace, Sue Kirkwood, and Ray 
Henry.  And a huge thanks also to all of you for your support. I am very proud to be associated with this or-
ganization and all of you. 

   Detachment Commander Leading Candidate …Jim Coates  
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In the beginning of September, Commander Clancy asked the Adjutant and myself to inform our 
membership of the need to donate and support the National Emergency Fund because of Hurricane Har-
vey. Little did we know that there would be other big events that would follow that would put a strain on this 
Fund. I saw firsthand in my District, County and Squadrons that folks heard this call and responded with 
additional donations above and beyond any regular line items in their budgets. Thank you to all who have 
donated! Remember, that unfortunately there will always be a need for the National Emergency Fund. 

In October, the American Legion announced the 2017 Samsung Scholarship winners. There were 2 
winners from New York State…Jarod Rios and Sydney Salone. Worldwide electronics leader Samsung 
endowed a scholarship fund of $5 million to be administered by The American Legion in 1996. 

We will continue our Essay Contests for 1st thru 5th grades on “What America means to me”, and for 
6th thru 8th grades on “What the Constitution of the United States means to Americans”.  Contest materials 
and full details will be available on our website by the 1st of December and there will be hard copies distrib-
uted at Mid-Winter to all District Commanders. Please make it an initiative this year to get the material out 
to your local school districts. It seems with each passing year that there is less emphasis on teaching 
Americanism in our schools at an early age so if we can get our foot in the door, hopefully we can spark an 
interest in teaching American ideals again in our schools! 

Please do not forget to promote the Cerullo Memorial Scholarship. As a reminder this has up to four 
Scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each that is awarded annually. There is one new and up to three 
renewal scholarships to previous winners. Information for this scholarship is available on our website. 

As most of you know the American Legion College became a Family event this past year. The 
dates for the 2018 session are June 1 – 3. Held at Morrisville State College, the College provides leader-
ship skills for Legion Family members working in teams to solve problems that they may face in their home 
Post, Unit, Squadron, or Chapter. This is an incredible learning experience that brings a diverse group of 
Legionaries together and provides an avenue to learn from each other.  Please start now to attract mem-
bers who will be seeking leadership positions within your area, and ask them to consider attending next 
year. Applications are available on the Legion website. Get applications in early as the class size is 100. 

Mid-Winter Conference is fast approaching and I am eager to see you in Albany in January!  If you 
have any Americanism questions please feel free to reach out to me at Dalybigelow@outlook.com!  

   Americanism...by Jim Daly  

http://www.sonsdny.org


Detachment of New York Sons member Jim Waldorf 
spends his winters out West, and on his way there 
this month stopped by at Post 88 in Doland Springs 
AZ. for a rest and some refreshments. 
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   For the Good Of  The Sons…. 

 On a Saturday in September, a number of folks 
got together under the direction of Legionnaire T.J. 
Wales from the Orchard Park #567 Post.  For several 
hours they helped clean up veterans’ headstones at the 
Nativity Cemetery in Orchard Park, NY . T.J. provided 
all the cleaning materials as well as coffee and donuts 
for the volunteers.     
 The project started when T.J. just stopped by 
one day to clean up his own family marker, when he 
realized that many if not all were in need of that same 
level of cleaning and trimming. There are approximately 
800 veterans’ graves in the Cemetery. The group of 

about 10 people started cutting away the grass from the edges of the flat veterans’ markers and then 
cleaned off the plaques and stones themselves so they reflect the dignity and honor they should receive. 
The group got through over 100 markers during that one weekend, and T. J. hopes to continue this effort 
into October until all 800 markers in the cemetery are appropriately cleaned up and maintained.  
 One of the volunteers, Doc Gibbs, candidate for National SAL Commander, was present with 
his daughter Kristen and they helped with the efforts. Doc remarked, “Some of the markers we worked on 
were from World War I, many from WWII and Korea, and quite a number from the Vietnam War era as 
well. All were in need of attention and now look much better and 
are clearly recognizable.”     
 All branches of the service were represented and some 
highly decorated individuals are interred there.  Tree sap, mold, 
and mud covered many of the flat stones and bronze markers. 
 It was a nice morning of volunteer work, meeting new 
friends, and when all left it was clear that they made a difference. 
Visiting families will clearly see that someone cares about their 
loved one, accomplishing the mission to restore a positive level of 
dignity to the markers and express a thank you for their service. 

A Power Point presentation entitled “Sons 101, An 
Introduction to the Sons of The American Legion”, 
is now available for all to use.  It could come in 
handy recruiting, as well as providing orientation 
and guidance to new members.  It has been made 
available by Detachment Vice Commander 7/8 
Timothy Van Patten II.  It is available in PDF for-
mat, or Power Point if you want to customize, and 
can be accessed at www.sonsdny.org, under the 
MEMBERS top line menu, Forms, Documents, 
and Manuals.  Thanks Tim! 

http://www.sonsdny.org/


Squadron 457 in Phelps NY held a Motorcycle Run to honor John Holbrook, a member who passed away un-
expectedly 3 years ago.  Proceeds this year were used to assist with the National Golden Age Games for Vet-
erans, which the Canandaigua VA sends about a dozen Veterans to each year.  Pictured from left presenting 
the check are J. Bruce Ruthven, Past Detachment Commander; Wendy Holbrook, John’s widow; Ray Law-
son, Squadron Treasurer; Louise Motyka, Voluntary Services Canandaigua VA. 
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   For the Good Of  The Sons…. (continued) 

This past Flag Day, Sgt. John Sardiello Post 
1634 Sons of the American Legion spent the 
day at East Neck Nursing home.  The Sons 
brought flags and dessert, and spent comfort-
ing time with veterans there. The Nursing 
home welcomed them warmly, and it was a 
day to be remembered.  The Sons fulfilled its 
duty and the veterans had extra time and 
care provided to them that day. 

The Post also participated in a memorial for a 
World War II vet who was in an unmarked 

grave, now 
with a new 
headstone 
and a mili-
tary burial 
and a rain-
bow that is 
shining on 
the WWII 
Veteran ’s 
headstone. 



 Fall is always a busy time for Sons of the American Legion Radio. In August 
we participated in a press conference introducing West Point First Captain Simone 
Askew, and a seminar honoring Gen Benjamin Davis of Tuskegee Airmen.  In Sep-
tember we started our Game day coverage of Army football which is averaging 
30,000 page views per week on Facebook, and West Point Football Report which 

now exceeds 4,200 page likes.  A highlight was a 
trip to the Pittsburgh Steelers practice to interview 
LT #78 Army veteran Alejandro Villanueva, then on to Columbus, Ohio to 
be only N.Y. media to cover the Army-Ohio State game.  We interviewed 
six veterans before the game and the Army Coach and Quarterback later. 
We also covered the 9-11 service at the Brooklyn Wall of Remembrance. 
 In October we were invited to cover the Thayer Award at West 
Point, and presentation to President George W. Bush, preparing a video of 
both the parade review and acceptance speech.  We traveled to Washing-
ton DC to attend the Assoc US Army conference and were invited to attend 
and video a briefing given by Acting Secre-

tary of Army Ryan McCarthy and Chief of Staff General Mark Milley. 
 In November we were the only N.Y. media to cover Army's 21-0 football 
win at Air Force, and the USMA-USAF A Debate Team Match.  We interviewed 
the Army Coach and captains after the game, as well as Cadets from both 
Academies in the debate, an officer representative of Fort Carson/4th Infantry 
Div., and the USAFA Vice Superintendent Col. David Harris. 

   SAL Radio….by Ken Kraetzer 
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   For the Good Of  The Sons…. (continued) 

Above: Hudson Falls Squadron 574 held their monthly break-
fast on Veterans Day, serving 180 Veterans free of charge.  
Left: Sons and Post members participated in a special cere-
mony for a NYS Trooper KIA on the Job.  Along with the Patriot 
Guard Riders and  Legion Riders they presented a plaque to 
his children and fiancé. Trooper Timothy Pratt was an Air Force 
Veteran and a member of our American Legion Post 574. 



 The mission of the Sons Of The American Legion Committee on Children and Youth is to formu-
late, recommend and implement plans, programs and activities of The American Legion. The Committee’s 
focus  is to promote the care and protection of the children of veterans; improve conditions for all children 
and youth with due concern for maintaining the integrity of the family home; prevent social and physical 
ills of children and youth; Utilize and cooperate with sound organizations for children and youth; maintain 
a balanced program that provides for their physical, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual needs; and assist 
The American Legion Children and Youth Program in carrying on for god and country.    
 The following is a break down from last year and our goals for this year: In 2017 the Detachment 
had 29,031 members and our donations to CWF were $11,324. For 2018 we have a goal of $33,385. So 
far this year we have raised $2,500, 7.5% of our goal. We are asking all Squadrons to push for $1.00 a 
member. You can also do all kinds of fundraisers like Breakfast, Dinners , Raffles.  Wouldn’t it be great to 
send our Leading Candidate into office next year with a 
banner year of donations to CWF.    
 I have designed a Challenge Coin for this year 
and plan on having these ready by Midwinter.  Their pur-
pose it to give one to anybody that Donates $10.00 or 
more for CWF.     
 New York received 2 Grants this year, the 1st one 
was for $2,500 to the Songs of Love Foundation of For-
est Hills N.Y. for their “Songs of Love Outreach Project.  
This grant will provide personalized songs to seriously ill 
children up to the age of 21 at no charge to them. 
 The 2nd Grant was awarded to Autism Speaks of New York N.Y.  They were awarded $31,000 for 
their project, which is an Interactive Guide to Individual Education Programs for Children on the Autism 
Spectrum.  This project will revamp the current Autism Speaks Guide and include a video series highlight-
ing experts on autism, as well as adding interactive tools.       
 A Very Joyous Holliday Season to all, and we look forward to seeing you all at midwinter.      
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   From the Adjutant’s Desk (Continued from page 3) 

   Children & Youth…. Ike Bosford 

 Speaking of donations, Commander Clancy has received nearly 
$8,000 in donations during his travels and thanks all members for 
supporting our programs. That number will of course rise as the Visi-
tations continue.      
 A new edition of the Detachment Manual will not be made avail-
able until changes have been made to the National Manual.  
Changes made in the National document will also take place in ours. 
So please keep using the forms in the current Manual until the new 
one has been posted. As for the Executive Manual, that document 
will be posted soon with any changes in the Finance section as well 
as other revisions.     
 As you continue your Squadron activities this year and into next 
PLEASE remember to keep a record of your hours and donations for 
the year. The purpose of this task is to make it easier to transfer that 
information to the Consolidated Squadron Report. We need to have 
more than 30% of our Squadrons reporting. The information tallied 
and totaled from across the Nation is compiled into a report provided 
to Congress by The American Legion every year. Please assist in this endeavor and let us know all of the good coming out of 

your Squadron!                                 Robert J. Avery,  Detachment Adjutant 

 Dates of Interest: 

Department Mid-Winter Conference January 19-21, 2018 
 

Washington Conference February 25-28, 2018  
 

Albany Hill Days March 12-13, 2018 
 

American Legion Birthday March 15, 2018  
 

Spring NEC & National Management Institute Training May 4-6, 
2018  
 

National Convention – Minneapolis, Minn– August 24-30, 2018  
 

Future National Conventions:  
 

Indianapolis, Indiana – August 23- 29, 2019  
Louisville, Kentucky – August 28- September 3, 2020  
Phoenix, Arizona – August 27- September 2, 2021                  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin – August 26-September 1, 2022 



Squad 151 in Middletown visited the Castle Point 
VA hospital in Fishkill, NY and hosted a BBQ of 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, Baked beans, salads, and 
watermelon for the Veterans there and their fami-
lies.  Pictured above from the far left American Le-
gion Post 151 Commander Ron Newhart along with 
SAL members Mike Fein, Ray Porada, John Im-
bimbo, and Jeff Atwood.  This is a Yearly event.   

In October Squad 151 held a Pasta Dinner Fund-
raiser at the Legion Hall and served over 100 peo-
ple.  In November they did a Coin Drop fundraiser 
and participated in Veterans Day Activities in Mid-
dletown on November 11.  On November 18 Squad 
151 hosted their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner (free 
of charge) for area Veterans and their families.  Ca-
dets from the Middletown High School NJROTC as-
sisted along with our Ladies Auxiliary.  

9th District Sons Com-
mander Mike Armistead 
and District Vice Com-
mander Lou Logozio pre-
senting Detachment Com-
mander Bill Clancy with 
$1000.00 donation for the 
American Legion National 
Emergency Fund at Fall 
DEC Meeting.              

Our own Annie Wilsey 
and Charlie LaHaise, 
NY Sons Program and 
Membership Coordina-
tors.  They are there to 
work hard for us every-
day.  We all need to  all 
try to make their jobs 
easier throughout the 

year.  Thank you both 

 We have a great team this year who make up 
the Detachment’s Public Relations Commission:  Wil-
liam Clancy, Timothy Van Patten II, Kevin Harrington, 
Ken Kraetzer, Jim Coates, Joe Guidice, and again as 
Chairman Gabe Cinquegrana.   
 It is vital to remember however that anyone who 
is a member of the Sons of the American Legion, is in-
directly a member of the Public Relations Commission.  
Everything you do is as a representative of the Sons of 
the American Legion, and thereby the face of our Or-
ganization to the Public.  We need to remind ourselves, 
and our membership, of the importance of what we do, 
and how important it is to let people know what we can 
accomplish.     
 Public Relations is actually a communication 
process; a process that builds relationships between 
Individuals and Organizations.  It’s really all about let-
ting people know this is who we are, this is what we do, 
and here is what we have accomplished.  Commander 
Frain this past year reminded us all that Knowledge is 
Power.  Individually we become more powerful when 
we learn, and then teach each other.  Our Organization 
becomes more powerful when we take that knowledge, 
share it with others, and let people know we have it. 
 The overall objective of the Public Relations 
Commission is to coordinate the internal and external 
image and message of the Sons of the American Le-
gion, and promote the goals achieved by it’s member-
ship for all to learn and appreciate.   
 We need each and every one of you to assist by  
contacting your local news papers and stations when 
there is an event to publicize or an accomplishment to 
be shared.  Don’t wait for the media to come to you, go 
to them.  Public Relations is a vital key to membership; 
people want to join organizations that they have heard 
of, and are aware of the good things they do.  The more 
you let people know, the more people will know you!  

This Newsletter is part of the communication process, 
in an effort to educate ourselves and others on the ac-
tivities and programs of the Sons of the American Le-
gion.  Please forward all articles and photos from your 
Squadron for inclusion in the next issue no later than 

January 10th, 2018.  

Send to:  

Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman                           

4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY  14424                                                

Email to: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK NEWSLETTER VOLUME 7 ISSUE 2  PAGE 12 

Public Relations…by: Gabe Cinquegrana 


