
Volume 6 Issue 3 

THE LIBERTY 
Detachment of New York  

Sons of  The American Legion 

www.sonsdny.org 

Suite 1300           

112 State Street 

Albany, New York 

12207 (518) 463-2215 

Mid-Winter Issue 2017 

 

                   

     Share The Pride - Build the Pride    

Post 1634 Sergeant 
John Sardiello, held 
a very successful 
Christmas Party, as 
well as fund raiser, 
for the food pantry 
at their local Our 
Lady of Grace 
Church.  It was a 
great turnout as the 
membership also 
provided Christmas 
dinner for some of 
the needy families 
in the community.  
Great Job 1634! 

Detachment Assistant Sgt-At-Arms David 
Perry assists at the Bath National Cemetery 
Wreaths Across America Program with other 
Sons, Auxiliary, and Legion members. 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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Happy New Year! As 
we make our resolu-
tions to better our-
selves, let’s also re-
solve to better our 
Americanism, Chil-
dren & Youth and 
VA & R programs. 
As I have stressed 
before, we need to 
improve our commu-
nication skills. The 

turn of the calendar marks a midpoint, making 
this an excellent time to review the status of our 
membership and our programs.  
 Download the Consolidated Squadron 
Report worksheet from sonsdny.org and high-
light the activities and donations your Squadron 
needs to complete before the reports are due 
on April 30

th
. The 2016 – 2017 Consolidated 

Report will be mailed out to your Squadron Ad-
jutant shortly.  It is the most important docu-
ment your Squadron must complete. The 
data gathered from these reports is combined 
with that of other Squadrons and compiled into 
a single report used by The American Legion, 
which is subsequently sent to Congress. And 
although not every Squadron may participate in 
all aspects of Americanism, Children and Youth 
and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, the key 
is to report all that the Squadron has accom-
plished during the current membership year.  
 The county visitations have been going 
very well. It is truly an honor and a pleasure 
travelling with Commander John and President 
Debbie. I would like to thank Detachment and 
District officers, and Squadron members, for 
participating. You have made the journey re-
warding and satisfying. It is not too late to make 
a donation to my project, National Emergency 
Fund. Checks can be made out to “Detachment 
of NY SAL” and mailed into Department Head-
quarters; Suite 1300; 112 State St; Albany, NY 
12207 and write “NEF” in the memo line. 

 Welcome to the Mid-Winter Confer-
ence, what a wonderful experience for educa-
tion and communication of all of our American 
Legion programs covered within a fun filled 
weekend with members from across the great 
Detachment of NY. Please take back to your 
Squadron information on our C&Y, VA & R 
and Americanism programs.   
 The final membership results are in for 
2016. Congratulations to Joe SantaCroce and 
his team, New York reached an all-time high 
of 29,671 members and a retention rate of 
92.69%, 6

th
 best nationally. Great job! This 

year’s team has some work to do with the bar 
set high. I believe, if we put extra effort into 
communicating information on what our pro-
grams are and inform our community of the 
great work we do, we will have no problems 
retaining our members and gain new ones. 
Tell them what we do and make them proud 
to belong to the greatest veteran organization 
and they will eagerly renew.  
 I am looking forward to the upcoming 
Washington Conference in February. I will be 
joining our National Commander as he lays a 
wreath at the Tomb of The Unknowns at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. The Detachment 
of NY wreath will be laid at the WW11 Memo-
rial in honor of my father who served in the 
European theater. The highlights of this con-
ference will be meeting with our elected repre-
sentatives to promote our legislative priorities.
 Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 
10

th
 for the Second Annual Homecoming Gala 

of the American Legion Family in Veron, NY. 
A fun filled weekend is being planned.   
 God bless our men and women in the 
Armed Forces, The American Legion Family 
and the United States of American. 

Yours in service 
For God and Country 

J. Bruce Ruthven, Commander 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
           by J. Bruce Ruthven 

http://www.sonsdny.org/


…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J. Avery 
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Welcome to this 98th Mid-Winter 
Conference of The American 
Legion Department of New York. 
Mid-Winter is one of the high-
lights of every Legion year when 
all members of the NY Legion 
Family meet. I hope you find this 
year’s just as good as always. 
Take the opportunity to meet 
fellow members and learn more 
about our organization! We are 
pleased to welcome National 
Vice Commander Joe Korba 
from the Detachment of New 
Jersey this year. Traveling with 
Vice Commander Korba also 
from New Jersey is Past Na-
tional Vice Commander Jim No-
ble. Kenneth Warner from Penn-
sylvania is the Leading Candi-
date for National Vice Com-
mander and he sends regrets 
and best wishes.  Ken is attend-
ing another Eastern Region Mid-
Winter Meeting this weekend but 
will be with us next year. 

According to the December 31, 
2016 National Membership Re-
port, there are 367,948 mem-
bers in our organization, an in-
crease of 5,629 over last year. 
Nationally we ended at 101.55% 
of goal, up just under half of a 
percentage point from 2015. We 
had 37,465 members who did 
NOT renew in 2016. The Na-
tional renewal rate was 89.66% 
last year which is an increase 
over the prior year. In New York 
we ended with a 92.69% re-
newal rate which is 2% over last 
year and is 7th highest in the 
Nation. Only France, Hawaii, 
Nevada, North Dakota, Puerto 
Rico and Wisconsin did better. 
We finished in first place 

amongst the 5 largest Detach-
ments. Congratulations to all 
who made this happen!! We can 
always do better as we still had 
2,143 members who did not re-
new, but that is 600 more re-
newals than last year. As for our 
membership total, we finished in 
28th place in the Nation with 
101.27% of our goal with a final 
total was 29,671 members.  

The remaining Membership Tar-
get Dates are as follows: 

February 8, 2017   75%
March 8, 2017   80% 
April 12, 2017   90% 
May 10, 2017*  100%   
        *Total Percentage 
July 19, 2017  105%         

As you have heard, our very 
own Past Detachment Com-
mander and Past National Vice 
Commander Greg “Doc” Gibbs, 
is now officially the Second 
Leading Candidate for National 
Commander of the Sons of The 
American Legion. Doc hopes to 
be National Commander in the 
2018-2019 Administrative Year. 
At this time we are working only 
within the Detachment of New 
York to help raise funds in this 
effort. Any Squadrons or individ-
ual members in the Detachment 
of New York  wishing to make a 
donation can make their checks 
payable to the “Committee to 
Elect Greg K. Gibbs” and mail to 
PDC Gary Denmon, 503 N. 
Page Avenue, Endicott, NY 
13760. There will be time set 
aside at Mid-Winter on Saturday 
the 21st for those wishing to pre-
sent a donation directly. Thank 
you for your support! 

Squadrons should be receiving 
the 2017 Consolidated Squadron 
Report (CSR). As a reminder, 
this form is the most important 
document that you need to com-
plete. The compilation of all vol-
unteer hours and donations from 
Posts and Squadrons are re-
ported to Congress each year by 
the National Commander of The 
American Legion. National only 
ships us enough for one CSR per 
Squadron in our Detachment. 
Squadrons who have not re-
ceived a CSR by mid-March 
should contact Anne Wilsey at 
Albany HQ 1-800-ALEGION. You 
are reminded to complete and 
submit your CSR to Detachment 
HQ by April 30, 2017 for Detach-
ment judging. Reports will then 
be forwarded by the Detachment 
Adjutant to National HQ.  

Also, all Squadrons are reminded 
to complete and forward an Offi-
cer Certification Form (OCF) to 
HQ immediately following their 
annual elections in May. This can 
be completed on line. Squadrons 
are not recognized without a cur-
rent OCF on file at HQ, and will 
not receive membership cards 
without an OCF. The OCF and 
much more information is always 
available on our Detachment 
website www.sonsdny.org. There 
is also a wealth of info at the Na-
tional site www.sal.legion.org.   

Wishing you a successful 2017 in 
all your endeavors!    
      
For the Good of The American 
Legion Family,                       

  Robert J. Avery,                   
    Detachment Adjutant 

http://www.sonsdny.org
http://www.sal.legion.org
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DETACHMENT MEMBERSHIP, by Daryl VerStreate Chairman 

Congratulations to the Detachment of New York for the end of a wonderful year for 2016. Out of 
55 Detachments in the Sons of the American Legion, New York ended at 101.%, 28

th
 place and 

with a membership base of 29,671 just 329 Members short of the Detachment goal of 30,000 
Members. Sixth place for the Eastern Region and in Seventh place out of 55 Detachments for 
Retention at 92.69%.    

These are some Amazing numbers, every-
one should be extremely proud.  Please 
keep up the great work.    

Our next goal is January 19
th
 for 60% need-

ing just 897 Members. Let’s keep making 
the Detachment shine and end 2017 with 
yet another ground breaking year.  

Look forward to seeing you at midwinter!!! 
All members are welcome to attend both Fri-
day Evening Committee meeting and Work-
shop on Saturday. If any squadron needs 
assistance and has membership questions 
please bring needed materials with you and 
time will be made at midwinter to sit down 
and work with you on a one to one basis 
and answer any and all questions.                                 

MEMBERSHIP      

TARGET DATES  
 

Suggested Transmittal 

Mailing Dates 

JANUARY 19, 2017   60% January 10, 2017 

FEBRUARY 8, 2017 75% January 30, 2017 

MARCH 8, 2017    80% February 27, 2017 

APRIL 12, 2017    90% April 3, 2017 

MAY 10, 2017   100% May 1, 2017 

*JULY 19, 2017 105% July 1, 2017 

Employment For Veterans 

The NYS Department of Labor CareerPage 
on their Website lists over 97,000 jobs that 
are available across New York State.   

Even better, the jobs can be searched by 
location, employer, job title, military con-
nection etc.  This vital tool can be found at:  

http://nyworks-veterans.jobs/jobs/ 

This is an important resource, and should 
be shared within and outside of your Post.   

The Labor Dept. website also has links to 
Job Fairs and Career Days all around New 
York State, as well as tips on preparing re-
sumes, procedures, and guidelines for se-
curing a job. 

Check it out, but more importantly refer 
Veterans in need to the site. 

Charles E. Wescott Squadron 173 (Sons member David 
Perry) hosted a youth wrestling tournament at Haverling 
high school.  275 kids participated in the event.        

http://nyworks-veterans.jobs/jobs/
http://nyworks-veterans.jobs/jobs/
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   Activities Across the Detachment  
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 Granito-Smith Squad-
ron 1296 Commander 
Anthony Navarino (left) 
helps to unload and 
distribute hundreds of 
turkeys donated for the 
Holidays.         

County Commander 
Steven Gross (right) 
employs a little helper  
to assist with a number 
of activities accom-
plished over the last 
several months in 
Richmond County.   

 Get Together Planned for 7
th
 and 8

th
 District Sons 

  

On Sunday April 30
th
 at 1:00pm, Herbert W. DeLong Post 

808 in Belmont NY will host a “ 7
th
 and 8

th
 District “Get-

Together”.  This will be an informational meeting to help 
educate members on National, State and District functions 
in our organization. The Get-Together will provide an op-
portunity to discuss issues and concerns within our squad-
rons, what has or has not worked in raising funds and 
maintaining/recruiting membership, as well as reviews of 
planned events we have coming up.  In addition we will 
have a report from each of our District Commanders. 
 
We have also invited the Second Leading Candidate for 
National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion, 
and District 8 member, Gregg "Doc" Gibbs; the leading 
candidate for Detachment Commander 2017-2018, William 
Clancy III; NEC David Bishop; Alternate NEC John Chang; 
and ALR 7

th
 and 8

th
 District Vice-Director Jerry Ketchum, 

for a “meet & greet” and presentation of their qualifications 
and plans going forward.  There are also several 7

th
 and 

8
th
 District people holding or running for detachment posi-

tions in 2017 that we will be hearing from as well.  
 
Hope to see as many Sons as possible there.  Squadron 
808 will host a luncheon after the meeting.   
 

James Coates 
Vice Commander, 7

th
 and 8

th
 Districts 

Above: Francis M. Dalton Squad-

ron 282 in Lima, Livingston County  

hosted a Santa Party for the kids on 

December 10
th.

.             

Below: Seventh District Sons con-

ducting wheelchair escort to ser-

vices at the Canandaigua VA on 

Christmas morning. 
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   SAL Radio, by Ken Kraetzer 
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A first for Sons of the American Legion was covering the US Military Academy Debate Team matches 
against Air Force held at USMA and Navy in Baltimore the night before both football games.   

For Veteran's Day SALRadio was invited to interview Jerry Kyd, Commanding Officer of the new British 
aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth and the Hon. Patrick Murphy, Assistant Secretary of the Army. On 
Veterans Day we were at "America's Parade" on Broadway in NYC interviewing veterans and tweeted a 
video of the American Legion delegation and float. 

In December we covered the Army-Navy Media Day 
in Baltimore.  Of course the 21-17 win by Army was 
a day for the ages as the Black Knights broke a 14 
year losing streak to the Mids.  SAL Radio did a 
Facebook Live stream for the field of the "March 
Ons" by both the Corps of Cadets and the Brigade 
of Midshipmen.  During the game video of keys 
played were tweeted out on @SonsLegionRadio, 
and later recorded the Naval Academy "Alma Mater" 
and the jubilant scene as thousands of Cadets 
joined their team to sing the West Point "Alma Ma-
ter" as is the tradition for the winning team. 

After Christmas SALRadio headed to Dallas and the 
historic Cotton Bowl Stadium where Army defeated 
North Texas in overtime 38-31.  We were able to raise funds to cover much of the trip through sponsored 
Facebook postings including a sponsorship from the New York Yankees in which we highlighted the Spe-
cial Operations Warrior Fund.  December produced 534,000 page views on our Facebook page “West 
Point Football Report by SALRadio”.  Video on Youtube at Ken Kraetzer Twitter; @SonsLegion Radio 

 In just two short years the Detachment of New York Sons of the American Legion will 
have the honor of nominating an outstanding member from its ranks, Greg K. “Doc” Gibbs, to 
the high office of National Commander of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion 2018-2019.  All who know him, and who know of him, 
can attest to his high integrity and character, and his devotion to 
fight for our Veterans and others through his many years in-
volved in Legislation, and his global inspiration to others. 
 The Committee to Elect Greg K. “Doc” Gibbs is assisting in 
his two year campaign, to help secure the funding that will be re-
quired, and the recognition that needs to be communicated 
across the country.  But everyone’s assistance and support is 
needed.  There are a number of suggestions that the Committee 
has outlined, and there are many ideas it is willing to consider, to 
make it all happen.        
 Feel free to contact PDC Gary Denmon at 607-727-9320, 
or email gdenmon@stny.rr.com.  Information can also be found 
on the Detachment Website at www.sonsdny.org.  Just look for 
“Doc’s” picture and link at the bottom of the home page.  

   Doing It For “Doc” 

http://www.sonsdny.org/


A $6,000 grant for the Canandaigua VA from 
Operation Comfort Warriors was secured by 
Son Gabe Cinquegrana through Canandaigua 
Legion Post 256.  At left Legion Commander 
Don Grundke, Gabe, and Detachment Com-
mander Ruthven hold the Register tape for the 
items purchased.  After delivering the items 
(bottom left Commander Ruthven and Vice 
Commander Coates), a presentation was 
made at the Canandaigua VA of all the items 
to Voluntary Services Chief Robin Johnson.  

MID-WINTER PUBLIC RELATIONS PROJECT: 

At our State-Wide Meetings and Conventions we have been se-
lecting a Charity to partner with in a nearby location where we 
can show our support and be of service.  For our Mid-Winter 
2017 Conference we will partner with 
Saratoga Rural Preservation and Re-
gional Housing Services in Ballston 
Spa, which provides transitional housing 
and employment services to homeless 
and in need male and female Veterans. 

Based on their urgent current needs, we are asking that when 
you come to Mid-Winter, please bring with you $20.00 gas 
cards and/or $20.00 Walmart cards as your donation.  Talk to 
your Squadrons and others, and have them purchase gas and 
gift cards that you can bring with you.  Our goal is to collect and 
present $1,000 in gas and gift cards to them at Mid-Winter. 

For questions contact Gabe at 585-474-3427, or please check 
out details about Saratoga Rural Preservation on the Detach-
ment Website under Mid-Winter Conference.  You will see a 
link there for Public Relations Project. 
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   For the Good Of…. 
 Dates of Interest: 

 February 6-March 1, 2017 Washing-

ton Conference 

 March 6-7, Albany Hills Day 

 March 15, American Legion Birthday 

 April 16, Deadline to submit info for 

Spring issue of The Liberty 

 April 21-23, 2017 National Oratori-

cal Contest 

 May 6-7, Spring NEC & National 

Management Institute Training 

 June 9-11, American Legion Family 

Homecoming 

 June 30, Deadline to submit info for 

Convention issue of The Liberty 

 July 20-22 2017, Detachment Con-

vention, Syracuse 

 July 21-29, American Legion Boys 

Nation in Washington 

 August 18-24, 2017, National Con-

vention, Reno Nevada 

Calendar 

http://www.sonsdny.org/page/content/members/connections--links/2


District 7 Children &Youth Chairman Jesse 
Parks (sitting at drums), jams with Veter-
ans at the Canandaigua VA after helping 
with the Legion Auxiliary Gift Shop on Sun-
day and Monday before Thanksgiving. 

Annie Wilsey,  
and Charlie La-
Haise, Sons 
Program and 
M e m b e r s h i p 
Coordinators. 
They are there 
to work hard for 
us everyday, 
and we thank 

you both! 

Public Relations Commission  

The overall objective of the Public Relations Commission is 
to coordinate the internal and external image and message 
of the Sons of the American Legion, and promote the goals 
achieved by it’s membership for all to learn and appreciate.  
To accomplish that task our goal is to report all newsworthy 
items  in an effort to educate ourselves and others on the 
activities and programs of the Sons of the American Legion.   

We need you to tell us and show us,  what is taking place in 
your Squadron, County, or District, what you are doing to 
raise funding, and how you are providing service to our Vet-
erans and Community.  Please forward all articles and pho-
tos from your Squadron for inclusion in the SPRING issue no 

later than APRIL 16th, 2017.  

Send to: Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman,                          

4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY  14424                                                

Email to: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

Commission Members: 
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James Coates coajam1@gmail.com 

Kenneth Kraetzer kgk914@aol.com 

Kevin Harrington kevinmrsq1231@aol.com 

Timothy Van Patten II Tbk@rochester.rr.com 

William Clancy III bill@urbanupkeep.com 

Squadron 574 from Hudson Falls held their monthly breakfast and invited Santa to come to breakfast with 
the children from our post members and the community.  102 children came to tell Santa what they 
wanted and then each child was given a toy and a crisp $2.00 bill, provided by the Auxiliary. A gold star 
family come to breakfast and after the breakfast Santa asked a child to pick a ticket for a raffle held selling 
500 $10 tickets for a pre-lit Christmas tree with $1,000.00 worth of scratch off tickets.  

Photos L-R: Gold Star family Child picking winning ticket; the winner of our raffle;  One of the 
Children explaining his wishes to Santa.  All proceeds from the raffle were given to the Post. 


