
On February 17th  the Oneida American Legion 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony (above)  for the 
grand re-opening of their meeting/dining room. See 
page 7 for details and how they put the new space 
to good use for a Veterans Job Fair. 

Steven Gross, Richmond County Sons Com-
mander (below), delivers coats secured by the 
County for needy community children, to teacher 
Mrs. J Raleigh at a local public school. 

Volume 6 Issue 4 

THE LIBERTY 
Detachment of New York  

Sons of  The American Legion 

www.sonsdny.org 

Suite 1300           

112 State Street 

Albany, New York 

12207 (518) 463-2215 

Spring Issue 2017 

 

                   

     Share The Pride - Build the Pride    

Hudson Falls Squadron 574, held a four chap-
lains memorial service at their monthly breakfast 
on February 5th, inviting the color guard to do the 
POW/MIA table honors.  Also invited was the Fort 
Ann American Legion, who brought three chap-
lains.  574’s Daniel Nolin portrayed Rabbi Alexan-
der Goode.  The Squadron then served a com-
munity breakfast to about 180 people. 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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The Legion year is clos-
ing fast and we have so 
much more to do. What a 
great year it has been.     
And you, the Blue Cap 
members, are making it 
all possible. Thank you 
for standing up and being 
part of this American Le-
gion Family, what a great 
family it is. Our New York 
American Legion Family 

is second to none and I have been blessed with the privi-
lege of traveling with the leadership of the Legion and 
Auxiliary. Commander John, President Debbie and I have 
just completed our 62 County visitations and 6 National 
Commander Visitations. A journey that started on Sep-
tember 9, 2016 and ended on April 8, 2017 covering over 
15,000 miles, included many lunches and dinners at Post 
homes, tours of historical importance, visits to veteran 
homes and veteran memorials.  
 

I have seen the successes of our American Legion Family 
at work. The spirit is alive and well in our Legion home 
and we are spreading it through our members, our veter-
ans and our community. Thank you, to everyone who 
helped make this a successful and productive journey.  To 
the many new friends that we made along the way, you 
have brought joy into our hearts and memories that will 
last a lifetime. 
 

My Commander’s Project, National Emergency Fund is 
progressing very well with $15,494 collected to date. If 
your Squadron has not yet made a donation it is not too 
late. Mail your check to Detachment Headquarters made 
out to Detachment of NY SAL and write which program 
you want the donation to go to in the memo line (NEF, 
OCW, CWF, CMN or Walk-A-Thon). Child Welfare Foun-
dation has received $1,721 and a total from all projects is 
$17,740. Thank you, for supporting our programs. 
 

One of the most important duties of our Squadron leaders 
is upon us now, the Squadron Consolidated Report! I 
have seen the great work and accomplishments made by  

our members throughout the state and now is the time 
to let everyone know what you have been doing these 
last 12 months. Everything you have done supporting 
our troops, helping our veterans, your children and 
youth projects and the support provided in your commu-
nity is reportable. As you have heard me talk about and 
received a round TUIT, now is the time to DO IT.  
 
Tally up all of your member’s volunteer hours and do-
nated dollars to be submitted into Detachment Head-
quarters by April 30th. Every Squadron has something 
they have volunteer time on and made donations to that 
needs to be reported. If you have a problem or question 
about completing the report, call your District Com-
mander or Detachment Vice-Commander for some help.  
 
After this report has been submitted use the information 
to educate your members, you’re American Legion Fam-
ily and your community of the totals you compiled. We 
should be proud of our accomplishments, let’s make 
others proud of us too! 
 
Membership goal is now at 90%. Congratulations to the 
Squadrons, counties and districts that met and ex-
ceeded the goal. Now it’s time to open up our lines of 
communication and reach out to the members to yet 
renew, remind them how important their membership is 
to us.  
 
My upcoming schedule includes the Spring National 
Executive Meeting where I will be attending National 
Management Institute II and the American Legion Fam-
ily College and Boy’s State graduation ceremonies.   
 
Information and registration forms are online for the 
Second Annual Homecoming Gala of the American Le-
gion Family in Veron, NY being held on Saturday, June 
10th. I hope to see you there as a fun filled weekend is 
being planned.   
 
God bless our men and women in the Armed Forces, 
The American Legion Family and the United States of 
America. 

 J. Bruce Ruthven, Commander 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
           by J. Bruce Ruthven 



…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J. Avery 
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I hope everyone is enjoying the 
Spring weather. I would like to 
just touch on a few items as we 
move towards the end of the 
Administrative Year. 

Membership:  So close but not 
quite. Nationally our organiza-
tion achieved 89.3% member-
ship on April 12.  Twenty-one 
detachments achieved this 90% 
membership target date. Mem-
bership presently stands at 
328,582, members, +5,060 
members ahead of last year.   

Here in New York we were 1,103 
members short and reached 
86.28%. We are currently in 35th 
place in the Nation and we need 
4,071 members to meet our Na-
tional goal for this year. 

The next scheduled mailing of 
the SAL renewal postcards (3d 
mailing & final for 2017) will be 
in late April 2017 after this 
membership target date. We ask 
all Squadrons to continue to 
contact their unpaid members! 

Our next membership target 
date is May 10, 2017, which will 
be our 100% membership tar-
get.  This is the most important 
membership target date as it is 
the cut-off for the preprinted 
membership cards for 2018. 
Please transmit everything to 
include dates of birth informa-
tion, address changes, or other 
corrections prior to that date. 

Remember – “renewals” are the 
key to success.    

Officer Certification Form (OCF): 
As Squadron elections are taking 
place next month, each and 
every Squadron Adjutant is re-
minded that their very first task 
is to submit an Officer Certifica-
tion Form (OCF) to Detachment 
Headquarters! The form is in-
cluded in the Convention Call, in 
the Detachment Manual, and 
also can be found at our Detach-
ment website 24 hours a day in 
a convenient fill-able format at 
www.sonsdny.org. Without an 
OCF on file, the Detachment has 
no way of contacting you, if you 
still are functioning, and will not 
release your 2018 membership 
cards. Make sure you are using 
the current form. Older forms 
will no longer be accepted! De-
tachment requires an OCF each 
and every year, even if your of-
ficers remain the same! 

Consolidated Squadron Report 
(CSR): Squadrons were mailed 
the CSR which shows your man 
hours and donations that will be 
compiled with others to show all 
we do in support of America’s 
veterans, children and youth, 
and assistance within our local 
communities. This report is also 
the basis for awards or citations 
presented by the Detachment 
and National organizations. April 
30th is the deadline.  

Detachment Convention: The 
43rd Annual Detachment Conven-
tion will be at the Doubletree 
Hotel, 6301 NYS Route 298, East 
Syracuse. Dates are as follows: 
 

Pre-Convention DEC Meeting: 
Wednesday July 19; Convention 
Sessions: Thursday July 20-Friday 
July 21; Post-Convention DEC 
Meeting: Saturday July 22. All 
information including Housing 
Forms can be found on our web-
site.  Don’t forget our Annual 
Legion Family Golf Tournament 
benefitting CWF being held on 
Wednesday, July 19, 2017! 
 

National Convention: The 46th 
National Convention of the Sons 
of The American Legion will be 
held in Reno, NV, August 18-20, 
2017. The Sons National Conven-
tion will be held in the Hall 3 
(Street Level) of the Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center. Breakout 
rooms for all Commission meet-
ings will also be located on the 
street level of the Convention 
Center. The SAL office will be in 
the Room D-4. More information 
including tours and shuttle bus 
information will be listed on the 
SAL National web page after the 
upcoming Spring NEC meetings.  
 
For The Good of The American 
Legion Family, 

Robert J. Avery 

Detachment Adjutant 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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Washington Visit by the Detachment 
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   Activities Across the Detachment  
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The Seventh District Sons held their annual 
Youth Bowling Party on April 15th at Maple 
City Bowl, Hornell, NY Steuben County. 
Sons pictured from left are District Finance 
Officer Jim Parks, Detachment Vice Com-
mander Jim Coates, 7th Commander Jerry 
Toepper, Kirk Jarvis, Joe Cleveland, David 
Perry, and Bowling Chairman Jesse Parks.  
Also attending the event was 7th District 
Auxiliary President Lisa Wilkinson-Moore. 

The group of boys and girls were treated to 
Pizza and refreshments, as well as prizes 
for their bowling accomplishments.  All had 
a great time.    

Sons of the American Legion and 

Family Members of  Phelps 457 and 

Canandaigua 256 sponsored their 

second annual Casino day at the Can-

andaigua VA Medical Center in April.  

The VA asked the group last year to 

continue this event as it was a huge 

success and seemed to bring emo-

tions out of some of the Veterans they 

had not seen in some time.  Refresh-

ments and prizes were provided also.  
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(FOR NEW YORK AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY!) 

DOC’S CAMPAIGN - TEAM SHIRT 
You too can own one and be part of the team looking to elect a New Yorker to the high office of Na-

tional Sons of The American Legion Commander.  Only the second National Commander from New 

York State ever, and that was over 30 years ago! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
 

Shirts are quality, wicking-type material and require little or no ironing.  Women’s shirts are cut dif-
ferently and have a V-neck with a collar and no buttons. Men’s are a traditional three button polo 
type shirt.  All black with full color “What’s up Doc?” carrot and Sons emblem, writing in white.  
 

We will be wearing these shirts for almost two years as the campaign goes forward to August of 
2018. If you wish to be part of Doc’s Team and wear your Doc Gibbs for National Commander Cam-
paign Shirt you can order one NOW.  

 

Details, ordering information, and order form, are available on the Detachment Website.  The order 
form needs to be filled out completely and a check for $35 enclosed for each shirt. Doc has been 
there when we needed him, let’s all be there when he needs us! 

 

The deadline date for all orders will be Friday, June 9th – no exceptions.  

 

Shirts will be delivered at the NY Convention in Syracuse. 



(Continued from page 1) At the Oneida Post 169 American Legion ribbon cutting, their completely renovated 
meeting /dining room was renamed Veterans Hall. It was a 100% member and volunteer effort, from fundrais-
ing to construction. The ribbon was cut by Sons member Tom McNichol, whose vision and leadership made it 
all possible. Below are pictures from a Job Fair held March 25th in the newly renovated Hall, which was well 
attended by Veterans and the public.   
 Employers that attended included: All Spices, Wor-
thington Industries, Briggs and Stratton Snapper/Ferris, 
H.P. Hood, Revere Copper and Brass, Canastota CNC, 
Army National Guard, Turning Stone Casino, Express Em-
ployment, Callanan Construction, Walmart, Oneida Fire 
Dept, Rome Hospital, and Manth Brownell. All were 
pleased as they love to hire Veterans.  
 The efforts of CNY Chapter 490 MOPH needs to be 
recognized along with the help of our brothers from the 
North Country, Squadron 1663 in Croghan, who put the 
word out in the area around Fort Drum.  
 In preparation for the event, Squadron 169 Com-
mander Tim Fidler, pictured at right, was interviewed on 
WIBX Radio and WFXV TV in Utica. 

Amber Jenkins, a junior at Oneida High School was a finalist from 
Madison County in this years  American Legion Oratorical Contest. 
Her efforts were recognized at Oneida American Legion 169 on April 
2nd. Pictured from left to right are Auxiliary President Charmie Baker, 
Miss Jenkins, Post Commander M.J. Borst and S.A.L. Commander 
Tim Fidler. Miss Jenkins will be the Oneida Auxiliaries representative 
at Girls State this year. 
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   For the Good Of…. 
 Dates of Interest: 

 April 21-23, National Oratorical  

 April 30, Deadline for submitting 

Consolidated Squadron Reports  

 May 6-7, Spring NEC & National 

Management Institute Training 

 June 9-11, American Legion Family 

Homecoming 

 June 30, Deadline to submit info for 

Convention issue of The Liberty 

 July 20-22, Detachment Convention, 

Syracuse 

 July 21-29, American Legion Boys 

Nation in Washington 

 August 18-24, 2017, National Con-

vention, Reno Nevada 

Calendar 



Steuben County held a Walk-A-Thon in 
Bath with Legion Family members from 
around the County.  Leading the walk team 
were Detachment Assistant Sgt at Arms 
David Perry and Joe Cleveland, and 
7th District Chaplain Kirk Jarvis. 

 

The willingness of America's veterans to 

sacrifice for our country has earned 

them our lasting gratitude. 

Annie Wilsey,  
and Charlie La-
Haise, Sons 
Program and 
M e m b e r s h i p 
Coordinators. 
They are there 
to work hard for 
us everyday, 
and we thank 

you both! 

Public Relations Commission  

The overall objective of the Public Relations Commission is 
to coordinate the internal and external image and message 
of the Sons of the American Legion, and promote the goals 
achieved by it’s membership for all to learn and appreciate.  
To accomplish that task our goal is to report all newsworthy 
items  in an effort to educate ourselves and others on the 
activities and programs of the Sons of the American Legion.   

We need you to tell us and show us,  what is taking place in 
your Squadron, County, or District, what you are doing to 
raise funding, and how you are providing service to our Vet-
erans and Community.  Please forward all articles and pho-
tos from your Squadron for inclusion in the SPRING issue no 

later than June 30th, 2017.  

Send to: Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman,                          

4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY  14424                                                

Email to: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

Commission Members: 
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James Coates coajam1@gmail.com 

Kenneth Kraetzer kgk914@aol.com 

Kevin Harrington kevinmrsq1231@aol.com 

Timothy Van Patten II Tbk@rochester.rr.com 

William Clancy III bill@urbanupkeep.com 

 

Above Right:  Detachment Commander Ruthven and Legion 
Family members from Phelps, Penn Yan, Livonia, Honeoye, 
and Canandaigua, join in at the Canandaigua VA Medical 
Center for Walk-A-Thon 2017 


