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A
COMMANDERGOS MESSAGE by

P Hello fellow Sons, It has been a very rewarding year! Through-
out the 62 counties that | have visited ,along with Commander
Frank and President Diane, we have had the pleasure to meet
many Legion Family members!

§ The Sons have made me very proud of their service and willing-
< ness to help the Legion and Auxiliary at any time, as well as do-
& ing their own functions. Keep up the good work fellow Sons!

| also had the opportunity to meet
five new "young sons". These young Sons are being well mentored!

My wife Nancy and | have enjoyed many fabulous meals, very gre-
garious Legion Family members and outstanding Legion posts.

Thank you each and everyone! Our veterans , male and female,
are being well taken care of. | have seen this first hand. If the op-
portunity comes along to visit a veteran please do, it will be very
rewarding to them as well as for yourself.

Our 62 counties have included tours to wineries, a fish hatchery, a
boat trip around the Islands, visits to many veterans homes, cri-
ses centers, memorials, veteran
carousel rides! Plus much more. Thank you everyone!

One last note: | can't express how
Inside this issue: thankful | am to have had the opportunity to be your Detachment
ano(renmander for the 2014 -2015 year.
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Membership
Chairman, Gaither Espey

As we approach our Detachment convention in Buffalo there is still work to do on our membership.
Currently we have 19 Counties who have reached their 100%. The top 3 Counties are Schenectady
113.04%, Greene 111.69% and Queens 108.82%. There are also 3 Counties who are very close to
reaching their 100%. As for Districts, the 5t District is leading with 98.18% followed by the 8 t* Dis-
trict 97.14% and the 7 t District 96.70%.

The Detachment is at 95.68%, needing 1,267 members to reach goal. We have 16 Squadrons who
have yet to transmit any members to our Albany office.

There are 2,711 new members throughout the Detachment. Take these new members and add them
to our 1,267 members needed to reach goal, we have 3,978. This translates to 3,978 members from
2014 who have not renewed for the 2015 year. We need less than 1/3 of these members to reach 100%.
Letds get some personal contact with these membe
ship is to us.

The Detachment Membership team has worked very hard this year getting us to this point. Now as
throughout the year, we need everyone to help reach our 100%. Take a look at your Squadron mem-
bership roster and contact those who have yet to renew.

Hope to see you all in Buffalo. Remember membership is the lifeline of any organization. Without
membership we would not be the great Detachment of New York.

Some things to do while in Buffalo
TimVan Patten Il, Convention Chairman

Greetings and salutations fellow Sons members. With the time quickly closing in towards our conven-
tion in Buffalo, Il wanted to take a few minutes
sessions are through. This year our meetings will be in our headquarters hotel, the Adams Mark. We

will be sharing this venue with the Auxiliary as it will be their headquarters as well.

The Adams Mark is within walking distance of the
The Sullivanos, Uu. S. S. Little Rock, and the subm
day morning, we will be having a wreath laying ceremony on the fantail of the U.S.S. Little Rock.

Gates will open at 10am and the ceremony will commence at 11am.

The area surrounding the Naval and Servicemanos
convention in Buffalo in 2009. The area is now Kk
Thursday evening concert series. The Thursday of convention will feature the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra playing an all -star tribute to Stevie Wonder. Refreshment tents and food trucks will also

be on hand that evening.

Friday afternoon will be our annual Installation Luncheon. It will once again be held downtown at

the Troop | Post. A dedicated shuttle will leave the hotel at 1 pm. Lunch will be served at 2pm and

will consist of Roast Beef, Chicken, Breaded Pork Chops, Roasted Potatoes, Baked Ziti, a Garden Sal-

ad, and Sherbet. The cost is $20 and there are a very few tickets remaining. Please call me at (716)
258-2137 if you wish to attend and have not sent in your reservation yet.

I look forward to seeing you all in Buffalo!!!
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FROM THE ADJUTANT

by Robert J. Avery

I would like to welcome
all members to our 41 st Annu-
al Detachment Convention
here in Buffalo, NY. This is
the time to complete the
yeards business
those officers that will lead us
onward in 2015 -2016. | want
to thank ALL members for
their dedication and commit-
ment to our Nat
ans, our children and youth,
and for everything you do in
your local communities to
make them a better place to
live. | also thank the Detach-
ment Commission and Com-
mittee members for their
hard work. Thanks as well to
our Officers who carried out
the duties that were charged
to them last July in Albany. |
especially thank our Detach-
ment Commander Charles
0Chucko6 Depo.
eled far and wide across this
great state of ours, visiting
every one of our 62 Counties.
He talked about our projects
and about this great Legion
Family of ours. We thank him
for representing our organiza-
tion in excellent fashion this
past year. Charles said he
ohad a job to
and sure enough, he accom-
plished his goals. Thank you
Mr. Commander!

Now a bit on MEM-
BERSHIP. Thanks to all
Squads who have complied

d @Irgadw%w ﬁ(;allgd to

with the Target Dates by do-
ing the best they can in regu-
larly transmitting this year.
Also kudos to the great re-
cruiting being done out there.
Havewer, as of the Jure @t
Membership Report, we stand
at 94.69% and we need 1,559
members for our 100% goal.
We are in 42nd place in the
Nationsarid wihim the East-

ern Region we are 11t place.
Our figures are a bit less than
we were last year at Conven-
tion. | also want to mention

our overall standings. We are
still the 4 t largest Detach-
ment in the Nation. We can
never seem to surpass the De-
tachment just above
usé. Ohi o.
now only separated by 2,000
members. It used to be 4,000
not that long ago. Maybe we

C lam sukpass theanWEXT

year?? As we wrap up this
member ship yea
assistance is needed in bring-
ing in those last renewals.
Letds be at 10
rive in Baltimore for National
Convention!

The 2016 cards have

quadrons who have submlt-
ted an Officer Certification
Form (OCF) for the 2016
year . Your Sq
bership cards are NOT sent
out unless we have received
an OCF. There are still many

t ed

Squadrons Cards at HQ
A

sO y a r o
NOW and get going on the
2016 year. The first Target
Date is fast approaching!

We are pleased to have
the Leading National Com-
mander Candidate with us
this week. Kevin Collier from
Alaska has been a very active
member on the National level
for years. Kevin has a vast
amount of knowledge gained
over many years of service to
the Organization. He has
chaired many of the National
Commissions and Commit-
tees. | know that New York
will provide him with full
support in the coming year.
We wish him a super year as
our National Commander!

In closing, | again
thank all members for every-

Ho we v thing,theywde year m end

year out. We can all be proud
to be a vital part of the great-
est veteranods

tion on Earth!

RObeéW'@‘W ‘'oneds

" Detachment Adjutant
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The Sons Of The American Legion, Honeoye -
el Hemlock Squadron #1278 host a FREE Easter
~— \ dinner for any veteran, widow (er), and family
. member of a veteran deployed or deceased, who
otherwise would be alone or have no place else to

go.

Below and to the right. "Cub Scout Pack 237 working

with members of the Windsor Terrace Legion Family #1175
decorate graves at Brooklyn's historic Greenwood Cemetery
over the Memorial Day weekend. The Pack placed over 500
flags throughout the cemetery which includes Revolutionary
and Civil War soldiers. In total 13 members of the Windsor
Terrace Legion Family participated in this event with the
Scouts."

To the left. The Ontario County American Legion

Family and friends coll ect i 1 5. Ao )15
Marched for US, Letds Wal | 1ng

Walk -A-Thon at the Veterans Administration Medi- A _ LAl cal
Center in Canandaigua, NY.. : X
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Sl Finger Lakes Area Volunteers who tirelessly work to

&l improve our community were honored during National
Volunteer Week, April 12 & 18 by Medical Center Director
Craig Howard and other Center Staff. The Canandaigua
VA Medical Center (VAMC) and Rochester VA Outpatient
Clinic (ROPC) honored its volunteers on April 15 at the
Annual Volunteer Recognition Banquet held at the Bur-
gundy Basin Inn. Approximately two hundred volunteers/
staff and guests attended the event. Gabe Cinquegrana is
the Sons of the American Legion Voluntary Services rep-
resentative for the Canandaigua VAMC and received a
OAbove and Beyond Volunteer

Madison County Sons of the American Le-

gion Vice Commander Tom Fidler stands with Mr
Tom Hargrave of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart. Mr. Fidler was the point person for the ini-
tiative, that was facilitated by county service of-
ficer Don Smith, to have Madison County join the
Purple Heart Trail. The Purple Heart Trail was
established in 1992 by the Military Order of the

Purple Heart to be a symbolic trail through all
50 states to commemorate and honor all men
and women who have been wounded or killed
in combat while serving in the US Armed
Forces. The Purple Heart Trail has also been
implemented in Puerto Rico and Guam. To
date, about 364 Madison Co. veterans have
been awarded the Purple Heart, 33 of which
are still alive.

Awa

Oriskany Squadron 1448 held their 4th Annual Golf
Outing on May 16, 2015, at the Shamrock Golf Club, to
support the Sitrin Military Rehabilitation Program. This
program provides treatment for wounded warriors who
have post-traumatic stress, traumatic brain injuries, or-
thopedic diagnosis, amputation, spinal cord injuries, post
-acute substance abuse, and other combat related condi-
tions. The outing raised $5000.00 to support the
program this year. Left to right: Dennis George, Onei-
da Co. S.A.L. Commander; Staff Sgt. Scott McCumber,;
Jackie Warmurth, Sitrin Program Director; John

Huther, Jr., Squadron 1448 Finance Officer; Cheryl Jassak, Sitrin Special Events Associate; Christo-
pher Burtch, Squadron 1448 1st Vice Commander; Kenny Burtch, Squadron 1448 member.
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Legislative C

ommission

Greg “Doc” Gibbs Chairman

Your Detachment Legisla-
tive Commission consists of:
Greg oDocd6 Gi
man, and members, David
Perry, Vince Green, Gary
Denmon, Jeff Jordan, Gerry
Shepard and Ken Kraetzer.
We had a strong presence
again at the legislative vis-
itation opportunities this
year and put forth a strong
message for support for the
SONS and Legion agendas.
Our Commission remains in
constant contact with Le-
gionnaire Harvey McCagg
the Department of NY Leg-
islative Chairman as well as
the Co-Chairman Bill Ma-
han. Our own David Lee al-
So represents us at the
SONS National Legislative
level and remains a key
player in all our Detach-
ment efforts.

The key issues are available
to all at the national legion
website (www.legion.org)
under the Legislative Action
section. The general focus
continues to be joblessness,
suicide, homelessness of vet-
erans, and improving the
VA. (Jobs, homes, VA).

The Albany trip is orga-
nized through the Legion
County Chairmen (not
SAL). We sat by County at
the Legislative breakfast,
you may reserve a ticket for

breakfast by calling the
headquarters office in Alba-
b bng. AfterGHe areakfast with
the Legislators we travelled
up to the Office Building and
visited with local Congress-
men. We had about ten or so
Sons attend. If you are close
to Albany it is an easy trip.
It is centered at the hotel on
Lodge and State Streets and
we walked up to the capitol
from there.
We sent (9) nine Detachment
members (Chuck Depo, Da-
vid Perry, Doc Gibbs, Dave
Lee, Gary Denmon, Bob
Avery, Bruce Ruthven, Ken
Kraetzer, Charlie Duffy) to
the DC visit in February.
Not all those going receive
compensation from the De-
tachment of NY, several were
attending on their own. The
Detachment Wreath was
posted at the Vietham War
Memorial at that time. We
all had successful visits to

our Congressmen. | stayed on

in DC an extra day to repre-
sent the Sons at the request
of National SAL Commander
Mike Moss during the Con-
gressional Testimony with
National Legion Commander
Mike Helm. Commander
Moss could not attend and |
served as the National SAL
Representative to that testi-
monial.

members. The Commission

remains in touch with Legisla-
tors throughout the year and
shares pertinent news and ac-
tion items with the member-
ship.

As an aside, Congressman
Chris Collins accepted the in-
vitation to join the SAL and
was issued his membership
card late in the Spring. His
father was the youngest serv-
ing officer in the US Army in
WWIL. In a bizarre story that
he shared with us during our
Congressional visitation.
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S.A.L. Radio, Ken Kraetzer

S.A.L. Radio had a busy winter -spring season in 2015 continuing its weekly 30 minute radio show on WVOX 1460 AM
every Monday at 2:30 PM and available on www.wvox.com.

Among our guests we have interviewed have been Chairman of Joint Chiefs, Gen. Martin Dempsey; Congresswoman
Nita Lowey, American Legion National Commander Michael Helm, West Point Commandant, and Brigadier General
John Thomson. Among our call in guests have been National President of the American Legion Auxiliary Janet Jef-
ford and author Rear Admiral Terry McKnight who described the efforts to fight pirates off Somalia. We also partici-
pated in the post -game press conference of Duke Coach Mike K after his 1,000th win at Madison Square Garden.

We have continued to build our relationship at the US Military Academy covering events such as the Army -Navy bas-
ketball, the Army Women's NIT game at St. John's, the Sandhurst military skills competition, the spring football

game, graduation, and R -Day. A special opportunity was the invitation to report on the spring Cyber Defense Exer-

cise administered by the NAS in which the USMA cadets competed against the other service academies to show how

they could handle challenges thrown against their networks. We spent a morning in a classroom at West Point watch-

ing the cadets work and conducting several interviews. Graduation week we presented the Lt. Eugene Evans -LtCol
Eli Page Howard Award to seniors Steve Ricciardi and Angel Santiago.

One of our partners has been the Navy League which invited us to a trip to Groton CT to tour the Virginia class sub-
marine USS Missouri and NYC Fleet Week during which we interviewed several members of the USCG and heard a
talk on board USS San Antonio given by Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus.

We had two special moments setting up the Girl Scouts of Northeast NY State to present colors at the NCAA Wom-
en's Regional Championship game won by national champion UConn and leading a delegation of NYPD officers to
present a large Flag at the Brooklyn Cyclones opening night.

You might enjoy our video interviews on my YouTube page, @SonsLegionRadio on Twitter, or our Facebook pages
Sons of the American Legion Radio and West Point Football Report. We are looking forward to the start of our sev-
enth season covering Army football. We can always use assistance please contact me if you have an interest especial-
ly with writing up stories. Many thanks to key colleagues John Chuhran, and Jack McGuirk and the team at WVOX
Radio in New Rochelle.

Ken Kraetzer, Executive Director, Sons of the American Legion Radio, Squadron 135, White Plains, NY.

KGK914@aol.com

Chaplaindés Hill, Ar !l i ngt. Werareddasdd io eportahht we Grenmonvng fee-r y
ward with two more projects for Chaplains Hill in section 2 of Arlington National Cemetery.

1. Update of Protestant Chaplains Monument: We found at least 17 names of Protestant chaplains who died in
Korea, Vietnam, Cold War, and recent conflicts not honored on the Hill. The USAF Chaplains Office at the Pen-
tagon is working on the list from their records, due end of July. Proposed plaque would leave room for future
names, placement location on the Hill is still to be deter-

mined, we propose on a footstone in front of four existing

monuments.

2. Walkway to Chaplains Hill: ANC officials highly en-

courage proposal of our partners at the Brooklyn Wall of

Remembrance and Jewish War Veterans to build an ADA

compliant walkway up the side of Chaplains Hill. This

will make the area much easier to access and will make

the Hill a major destination at the cemetery. The DC

base architectural firm Carvalho & Good which has

worked at ANC on other projects is conducting a feasibil-

ity study for the walkway due mid -summer. If you would

like to help on the committee please contact me.

Ken Kraetzer, Squadron 135, White Plains.

kgk914@aol.com
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