
7th District Commander Charlie Rose presented the 

William P. O’Connell award to Cadet Daniel Frasch at 

Rochester Institute of Technology’s ROTC Award 

Ceremony in May. 

It is presented to 

an ROTC Cadet 

who exhibits the 

best ideals of the 

Sons of the Ameri-

can Legion. 

Sons from Chateaugay Squad-
ron 875 proudly represent their 
Post at an Honor Flight event. 

Joseph Belanger, 5 year 
Son member serving as  
Commander of Squad-
ron 1006, attended his 
first National Command-
ers dinner and got a sel-
fie with the Commander. 
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Share The Pride Share The Pride Share The Pride Share The Pride ----    

            Build the Build the Build the Build the Pride   Pride   Pride   Pride       

Through the efforts of many, 
starting with our Co-Chairman 
and past Detachment Vice 
Commander Robert Ganga 
PSC, Squadron 419 will be 
dedicating a memorial at their 
Post Home in Amagansett NY 
honoring the victims of the 
attacks on our country on 
9/11/2001.  A striking 14-foot 
structural steel beam sal-
vaged from the debris of the 
World Trade Center was do-
nated by the Port Authority of 
NY and NJ to our Squadron, 
which commissioned Gustavo 
Bonevardi (known for his 
work on the new 911 “Tribute 

in Light”) to incorporate it into a design.  The design was devised as an intimate memo-
rial that will offer a space for contemplation and reflection for the whole community.  This 
project is largely made possible through contributions of goods and services by mem-
bers of our community.  To raise the remaining funds , the Squadron is requesting dona-

tions for memorial walkway pavers, where people can add their thoughts or dedications.                                    

Past Detachment Com-
mander and Past Na-
tional Vice Commander 
Greg “Doc” Gibbs with 
the NYS recipient of the 
American Legion Sam-
sung  Scho larsh ip 
Megan Slattery, and 
other Samsung Execu-
tives.  Doc is a member 
of the Samsung Execu-
tive Scholarship Com-
mittee.  Additional info 
on the awarding can be 
found on page 7. 
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Where has the year gone !! 

As we all prepare to gather in Binghamton soon to 
complete our year’s business and elect our new offi-
cers, I want to take this time to thank all the mem-
bers of our Detachment for their service to our vet-
erans this year. 

Traveling throughout our great state was such a re-
warding experience as we visited all the sights that 
are a source of pride to the citizens of that particular 
area. We also had the opportunity to meet so many 
great people in all corners of the state. 

Thank you to the Vice Commanders and District 
Commanders who accompanied Marie and I on our 
tours through the Districts for not only making our 
visits more enjoyable but also for their friendship. I 
also want to thank all Sons who attended the Visita-
tion dinners and made donations to my projects, 
Operation Comfort Warriors and the American Le-
gion Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

This year’s Walkathon proved to be a huge suc-
cess! We raised over $20,600 this year; an $8,000 
increase over last year.  We must continue to sup-
port this event so our veterans recovering in our 
Hospitals and Homes can continue  to receive the 
most updated equipment needed for their treatment  

and enjoyment. I 
want to thank every-
one for their effort in 
making this year’s 
event so successful. 

As I write this mes-
sage our member-
ship is at 97.9%, 
only 610 members 
short of our goal. 
Hopefully, by the 
time we arrive in 
Binghamton we’ll be 
at 100%.  

I want to thank the Commission Chairmen and all 
the members of the Commissions and Commit-
tees for their hard work this year in assuring that 
our Detachment is focused on supporting our Le-
gion programs.  

I was extremely proud to serve as your Detach-
ment Commander this year. It was an honor to be 
your representative throughout our travels in the 
State. It was an experience I’ll never forget.  
Again, many thanks for giving me this opportunity.  

See everyone in Binghamton!     Joe 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
           by Joseph L. SantaCroce, Jr. 
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…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J. Avery 
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The Executive Commit-
tee welcomes all members and 
guests to our 42nd Annual De-
tachment Convention.  We also 
welcome our National SONS 
Commander Kevin Collier from 
the great state of Alaska! Kevin 
has done a fantastic job this 
year and we are very glad to 
host him at our Convention. 

It is hoped that your stay 
here in Broome County will be 
enjoyable as we complete the 
year’s business and hold our 
annual election of officers for the 
2016-2017 year. It is your time 
to see old friends and to make 
new friends here in the New 
York Legion Family. The com-
radeship we have is dedicated 
to our Nation’s veterans, our 
youth, and those in need within 
our local communities. 

Congratulations to all of 
our membership on a terrific 
year, especially the blue cap 
members who worked so hard 
raising monies and working the 
events at the Post level. Your 
dedication is exemplary! Our 
parent organization, from which 
we exist, is also thankful for all 
of your efforts. Many Posts 
would not be able to survive 
without a concerted family effort 
by Legionnaires, the Auxiliary, 
the SONS, and the Riders.  I 
also thank the Detachment offi-
cers and committeemen for their 
commitment, working our pro-
grams and helping us to raise 
the funds that we donate each 
year. I especially want to thank 
our Detachment Commander 
Joe SantaCroce who (in case 
you were not aware) did a fan-

tastic job this year as he trav-
eled the State’s 62 counties with 
Commander Jim and President 
Jan. They made a terrific team, 
and our Commander thanks all 
members who presented dona-
tions to him during the visita-
tions, and also thanks everyone 
for their involvement in this 
year’s Walk-a-Thon. 

As for membership, the 
July 5th report puts us at 97.92% 
of goal, needing 610 members 
to reach 100%. We are in 36th 
place in the Nation and within 
the Eastern Region we are in 7th 
place. Our figures are an im-
provement over last year at this 
time. As a matter of fact we are 
over 700 members above last 
year.  We are still the 4th largest 
Detachment in the Nation. We 
are STILL separated by 2,000 
members from Ohio. As we 
wrap up this membership year, 
everyone’s assistance is needed 
in bringing in those last renew-
als. Let’s be at 100% when we 
arrive in Cincinnati for National 
Convention! 

2017 cards have been 
mailed to all Squadrons who 
have submitted an Officer Certi-
fication Form (OCF) for the 2017 
year.  Send in your OCF if you 
have not done so already. The 
first Target Date will arrive 
quicker than you think! 

I wish all members a 
great summer, and thank you for 
being a part of this organization. 
Keep up the great work! 
     

 Robert J. Avery                 
 Detachment Adjutant 

 Dates of Interest: 

• July 26 Delegate Strength and Tar-

get Date 105% 

• August 5 Department Golf Tourna-

ment Marathon NY 

• August 26-28 National Convention, 

Cincinnati OH 

• September 10 Department Visita-
tions begin (see schedule on De-

tachment Website) 

• September 14 10% Target date for 

2017 

• September 16 American Legion Day 

• October 15 Fall DEC Meetings 

Phelps, NY 

Detachment Convention         

Schedule 

Wednesday July 13 

9:00 - Golf Outing                     

6:00 - Pre Convention DEC 
 

Thursday July 14 

9:00 - Convention Session   

12:00 -  Meet Candidates Luncheon 

1:15 - Convention Session 
 

Friday July 15 

9:00 - Convention Session 

2:00 - Installation Luncheon 

6:30 - Department Parade 
 

Saturday July 16 

9:00 - Officers presented to Dept. 

10:00 - Post Convention DEC 
 

Sons HQ Hotel is the Vestal Holiday 
Inn Express.  Sons Convention Site is 

John B. Handte Post 89. 
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 At Mid Winter we collected over 800 Per-
sonal Care items for presentation to the Tri-
County Catholic Family Charities in Albany.  This 
was our first, and very successful, PR project of 
this type, so it was decided to continue it at the 
Detachment Convention. 
 So in Binghamton we 
have partnered with Twin Tiers 
Honor Flight as our Detach-
ment PR project at the Conven-
tion.  But instead of collecting 
items as we did before, this 
time we will be selling tickets to 
win a Lottery Tree, with $100 
worth of scratch-offs growing from the tree.  We 
will be selling tickets throughout the Convention to 
Legion and Auxiliary members as well.  We will 
draw the winner on Friday afternoon, and all pro-
ceeds will be presented on Saturday morning to 
the Honor Flight organization. 

 Twin Tiers Honor 
Flight, Inc. is part of the 
Honor Flight Network, and 
serves the Southern Tier 
area of New York State.  
It is a non-profit organiza-
tion created solely to 
honor America's veterans 
for all their sacrifices.  
Top priority is given to the 
senior veterans – and they are currently taking 
World War II, Korean and Vietnam era veterans, 
along with those other veterans who may be termi-
nally ill.  Twin Tiers Honor Flight, does not charge 
Veterans for any aspect of their flight. Trips and 
operations are entirely funded through donations 
and fundraising activities.   
 So bring some extra cash, and maybe go 
home with a whole lot more.     

   You never know! 

Convention Fund-Raiser to benefit Honor Flight 

Thanks…... 

To all who supported and purchased raffle tickets 
from the Committee to elect J. Bruce Ruthven, 
Detachment Commander.  It was a success and 
the raffle winners are: 
 
     1st Place -  Mike Rodriguez from Brooklyn, NY 
$1,022.50 
 
     2nd Place - SAL Squadron 1645 from Bing-
hamton, NY $623.50 
 
     3rd Place -  Roger Moyer (past Ontario County 
Legion Commander) from Victor, NY $409.00 
 
Thank you to each and every one who supported 
our effort.  We hope to see you at the Detachment 
Convention in Binghamton, and are looking for-
ward to a great successful year ahead. 
 
For the Good of the Sons of The 
American Legion, 
Gary Mosher, Chairman 
Ray Lawson, Treasurer 

On May 21st and 
22nd, the 7th Dis-
trict went the extra 
mile, and then 
some.  Under the 
leadership of  Dis-
trict Commander 
Charlie Rose, the 
District partnered 
with the Canandai-
gua and Bath VA Hospitals to present a Welcome 
Home Event on the 21st.  Coordinated by District 
Adjutant Gabe Cinquegrana, there were over 30 
Community Partners, and over 250 people in atten-
dance for the event held at the Penn Yan Legion. 

On May 22nd, Commander Rose and Officers con-
ducted the annual Flag Dedication and Retirement 
Ceremony in Hornell.  Coordinated by District Chap-

lain Jim Daly, 
over 150 people 
attended, with 
the support of 
local Girl and 
Boy Scouts, 
Color Guards, 
and other Com-
munity helpers. 

A Super Weekend for the Super 7th  A Huge Thank You 
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   Temporary Financial Assistance by Mike Cotten 

PAGE 5 

 Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) was first established in 1925 to award cash grants to minor 
children of veterans who are eligible to be members of the American Legion. Grants are distributed from 
the American Legion Endowment Fund. The grants are intended to help meet the needs of food, shelter, 
utilities, and health expenses, thereby helping to keep the children in a healthy and safe environment. 
The children must be no older than 17.  Children who are 18-20 may be considered if there is a current 
disability or indefinite in-home care or they are enrolled in an approved high school and un-married.  
 Application to the grant does not automatically guarantee that they will be approved for funds.  
This grant will require the Post and or Department Service office investigate the situation prior to any re-
lease of funds.   The TFA must be originated and filled out by someone at the Post level to start the proc-
ess.  If you know of a veteran who has dependent children in need of help, contact the Post Service Offi-
cer and get the application process started.  You can not get the grant if you do not apply. 
                  Mike Cotten (DE), National C&Y Committee Member 

 “Knowledge is Power" was on my mind as I made the 
beautiful drive through the Adirondack Park from Glenns Falls 
(where I dropped off my wife and kids at her Moms house) to 
picturesque  Morrisville where I attended the 3 day and 2 night 
Legion College.     
 Rolling into town, I quickly found the location marked 
by about a 1 mile row of small American Flags about every 
100 yards.  I checked into my spacious 4 room quad (much 
nicer than anything I had in college) and found some water in 
the fridge and a microwave where I could cook some pop-
corn.  My 3 legionnaire roommates and I quickly became 
friends before the classes began. The college was at-
tended by just under 100 people, (4 of them Sons) and there 
were about 20 instructors, one of whom was our own Doc 
Gibbs who taught a class on Legislative Affairs. 
 Everyone breaks into 9 groups and then rotate through 
9 classes that cover the subjects of Membership, The Service 
Officer, The Adjutant, Constitution & By-laws, Pubic Relations, Compliance, and Officer Duties.  The 9th 

class is a study hall where each group tackles an assigned challenge 
at a hypothetical legion post.  My groups challenge was how to get 
more people in a post involved in leadership of the post.  My team put 
our thoughts to paper and then on Sunday morning we got to present 
our findings to the group in a fun lighthearted manner. 
 The classes were interspersed with lots of breaks, and great 
meals which included a steak dinner on Friday night, and a visit to the 
Local Legion post where everyone did their best to show off their skills 
at picking bell-jar winners!        
 The experience was a lot of fun and also extremely informa-
tive. I am bringing back a lot of knowledge to the 1st and 9th district of 
the Sons, and to my home Squadron 156 on City Island.  I'd encour-
age more people to attend the Legion College, you will be a better 
Sons member for it.    

          William Clancy III, SAL Vice Commander Districts 1 & 9  

"Scientia sit potential" - My Visit to The Legion College    

Detachment Vice Commander Bill Clancy presents Group 

9 findings to the class at the Legion College. 

S.A. L. member Condon Fedler from Cam-

bridge accepts his diploma from Department 

Commander Jim Yermas and Detachment Vice 

Commander Jim Coates (standing in for De-

tachment Commander SantaCroce). 
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Membership Update by Gaither E. Espey 

 WE had an interesting start to the legislative year this past fall with little new 
on the docket, probably due to all the campaigning, etc. surrounding a typical presi-
dential year. We still had a good turnout at the Washington, DC Conference, al-
though sickness plagued us while there.  The following Albany On-the-Hill Days 
event also had several Sons present as usual.     
 Since the spring events we have had several Action Alerts, more than usual. 
It appears that many of the things recently passed in the New GI Bill from just a 
year ago are under fire and are in danger of repeal and attack through additional 
legislation.          
 If you are on the Action Alert email system stay tuned there may be more in 
the final days of the Obama Presidency.  While I was teaching at Legion College  in 
June, we discussed Legislation and added about 40 people onto the NY list for the 

Action Alerts and I have already had the opportunity to send them at least one email through this system.
 Help us all stay on top of legislation in these final days before a new President is elected. Many 
things may be changed through last minute legislative add-ons to some of the bills coming up. We must 
not only pass veteran friendly legislation but we must constantly guard the legislation that has been 
passed for roll-backs. Thank you for supporting our legislative initiatives. 

If you wish to remain active, sign up for the Action Alerts through the national American Legion 
website at www.legion.org/legislative/action center or get connected through www.capwiz.gov.  

   Legislative Year In Review by Greg “Doc” Gibbs    

 As I look at our Detachment Membership Report for July 5th, 2016, I want to congratulate all of 
you. Even though the Detachment has yet to reach 100%, we have made great strides this year. Currently 
the Detachment is at 28,714 members paid. This has us at 97.92%. There are 3 Districts, 23 Counties and 
188 Squadrons at or over 100%. Are you one of them? 
    In all levels of the State we are ahead of the 2015 membership year to date. Last year at this time 
we were at 95.93%. We are 572 members above last year. I would like to thank the Membership Commis-
sion and all of you, for your hard work and dedication on retention and recruitment of members. 
    There is still time for us to pick up the 610 members needed to reach our goal.  It is not to late to 
make some last minute phone calls and remind these guys their dues are not paid.  There are 3,297 mem-
bers from 2015 who have not renewed.  Even if your Squadron is at 100% and you have some members 
who did not renew, please get in contact with them to pay.  Sometimes it’s as easy as just asking. 
    Please remember to send in your Squadron Officer Certification Form for the upcoming year.  Even 
if your Officers have not changed, a new form needs to be sent.  This can also be done on the Detachment 
web-site sonsdny.org.   Under Members you will get a drop down; 
on the bottom left click on forms, document, manuals; you will see 
OCF(fillable) or OCF(on-line submission).   Complete the form with 
necessary information and either mail it in or submit electronically 
according to instructions.  Your 2017 cards WILL NOT be sent 
unless this form is sent.  The 2017 cards are already in the office 
waiting to be mailed. 
    Hope everyone has an enjoyable and safe summer. See 
you all at convention in Binghamton. 
                                                          Gaither E. Espey, Chairman 



 Busy Spring for Sons of the 
American Legion Radio.  We we were 
invited to cover a number of events at 

the US Military Academy starting with speech by Defense Sec Ashton Carter to the Corps of Cadets on March 23rd.  
We did interviews with cadets Apr. 6th at the Cyber Defense Exercise vs the NSA, Apr. 12th Army star basketball 
player Kelsey Minato at the All-Met Area Lt. Haggerty Award Dinner, with the mechanical engineering majors on senior 

project day on April 28th, all leading to covering graduation and 
video recording speech by Vice Biden and the famed "Hat Toss" 
which followed.       
 We covered a number of speakers presented by the Navy 
League in NYC including Admiral Michael Manazir former CO of 
USS Nimitz, who described the progress of the new F35 fighter 
planes,  On the opening day of NYC Fleet Week we received a helo 
ride to the USS Bataan to spend the day talking to sailors and Ma-
rines as the ship 
sailed under the 
Verrazno Bridge 

and sailed into NYC harbor.  Later we traveled to Brooklyn to inter-
view sailors on board two destroyers USS Farragut, and USS Bain-
bridge one of the ships which rescued Captain Richard Phillips from 
the Somali pirates.      
 In June we were invited to cover the Army Birthday Celebra-
tion in Times Square at which we did an interview with Commis-
sioner of Veterans Services for NYC retired Brigader General Loree 
Sutton. We were also invited to spend three days in June at the Warrior Games, a competition for US and UK military 
members recovering from combat injuries, accidents, and illnesses like cancer.    
 Follow us on Facebook: Sons of the American Legion Radio Youtube: Ken Kraetzer, and Twitter: 

@SonsLegionRadio  Every Monday at 2:30 PM on WVOX 1460 AM New Rochelle www.wvox.com 
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   SAL Radio by Ken Kraetzer 

  SAMSUNG SCHOLARS RECEIVE AWARDS
 Attending American Legion Boys State or 
Auxiliary Girls State, being a direct descendant of a 
wartime veteran, and having outstanding academic 
performances and philanthropic achievements are a 
few of the traits that afforded 10 recent high school 
graduates a $20,000 college scholarship.  
 The American Legion and Samsung Elec-
tronics recognized the 2015 Samsung American Le-
gion Scholarship recipients for their accomplish-
ments during a special trip to Washington, D.C., 
June 6-8, pictured at left at the Marine Memorial 
with our own Greg “Doc” Gibbs.   
 As part of their recognition, the Samsung 
scholars enjoyed a breakfast at the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building with several of their congressional 
delegates, including Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), 
Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), Sen. John Boozman (R-
Ark.), Rep. David McKinley (R-W.Va) and Rep. 
Adrian Smith (R-Neb.). 



Public Relations Commission  

The overall objective of the Public Relations Commission is 
to coordinate the internal and external image and message 
of the Sons of the American Legion, and promote the goals 
achieved by it’s membership for all to learn and appreciate.  
To accomplish that task our goal is to report all newsworthy 
items  in an effort to educate ourselves and others of the ac-
tivities and programs of the Sons of the American Legion.   

We need you to tell us and show us,  what is taking place in 
your Squadron, County, or District, what you are doing to 
raise funding, and how you are providing service to our Vet-
erans and Community.  Please forward all articles and pho-
tos from your Squadron for inclusion in the POST CONVEN-

TION issue no later than August 20th, 2016.  

Send to: Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman,                          
4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY  14424                                                

Email to: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

Commission Members: 
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James Coates coajam1@gmail.com 

Kenneth Kraetzer kgk914@aol.com 

Kevin Harrington kevinmrsq1231@aol.com 

Timothy Van Patten II Tbk@rochester.rr.com 

William Clancy III bill@urbanupkeep.com 

(Pictured left) Sons of the American Legion contingent from 
Squadron 219 in Malone NY march with pride in the Memorial 
Day parade. 

Left:  Newly elected Oneida Squadron 169 Commander Tim 
Fidler and Madison County Director of Veterans Services 
Agency Don Smith welcoming Madison County to the Purple 
Heart Trail. This was completely a Squadron venture. 

Right:  The  4th annual 
Oneida Squadron169 
Armed Forces Day 
Golf Outing.  This is a 
joint venture with the 
Sons of the Durham-
ville Veterans A.N.M. 
Over half of the partici-
pants are veterans 
and active duty. Pro-

ceeds are for LOCAL Veterans and their families. We had nineteen 
4 man teams with prizes and banquet at the Vets Club. Hole spon-
sorship signs were made with military pictures of players and family 
members, see example on right.            

(Below) Cub Scout Pack 237 teams with 
Windsor Terrace Legion Family 1175 to 
decorate graves at Brooklyn's historic 
Greenwood Cemetery Memorial Day 
weekend. Over 1,000 flags were placed 
throughout the Cemetery which included 
Revolutionary and Civil War soldiers.  


