
(Left) Oriskany Squadron 1448 held their 7th 
Annual Golf Outing, May 19, 2018, for the 
Sitrin Military Rehabilitation Program, rais-
ing $4600. The running total is now over $24,000. There was great support from 
local businesses and individuals, as well as plenty of golfers who played during a 
continuous downpour. But worth it to support our veterans and help them get the 
treatment they need.  The Squadron is proud to be associated with this program, 
as any veteran who needs treatment is accepted and is not charged for being in 
the program.  Pictured from left: John Huther, Jr., Squadron Financial Officer, 
Christa Serafin, CEO, Dennis George, 5th District Commander. 

(Above) Squadron 1009 Fathers and Sons 
paired off for a picture during the day. 
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(Left) Sgt. John Sardiello post 1634 
went to East Neck nursing home to 
visit some of the veterans for Memo-
rial day with some of their younger 
members.   

(Right) Post 1634 also had a good 
turnout for the memorial day parade 
and ceremony, with additional help 
from some of their younger mem-
bers as well. 

 

                   

     Share The Pride - Build the Pride    

Yorktown Squad-
ron 1009, District 
9, took part in its 
first 'official' Me-
morial Day event 
since the Squad-
ron formed over 
the winter.  11 of 
the Squadron’s 
14 members, and 
a new candidate, 
attended.   

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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My fellow Sons, 

As I write this 

message, I am 
attending Boys 
State in beauti-

ful Morrisville 
NY meeting 800 

young men who 
are this coun-
tries leaders of 

the future, who 
will grow up to 

serve the ir 
c o m m u n i t y , 

state and nation. I will sleep easier at night 

knowing that there are so many great young 
men just at the start of their adult life as 

Americans.  

The end of my 12 months as your detach-
ment commander is only several weeks 
away. I’m looking forward to a terrific con-

vention and handing the gavel to our leading 
candidate, Jim Coates - the detachment will 

be in good hands.  It’s been an incredible 
year, and an experience that I would not 

trade for anything.  

What’s been most impactful to me per-

sonally is and has been seeing all of the 
good deeds being done by our organiza-

tion and its members very often in ways 
that do not attract attention - just guys 

doing great things without interest in 

receiving any praise.   

What I also found, and something that is 
mildly disappointing, but perhaps a great op-

portunity, is the number of squadrons around 
the state that have good membership but for 

one reason or another have stopped holding 
activities.   It has struck me that it is tough 
to grow your membership and increase re-

tention when you have no excitement at the 

squadron level. 

So in my closing weeks as Commander 

I am starting the call to have EVERY 
squadron do some kind of fundraiser 
for the American Legion Child Welfare 

Foundation. (The CWF) If we can get 
that to happen, EVERY squadron run-

ning one event, we will increase excite-
ment about our organization, maybe 
bring some kids and younger Veterans 

with kids of their own through our 
doors, and generate good publicity 

about our purpose.   

I could see a massive fundraising push for 
the CWF also being fun.  Competition within 
and between squadrons, counties and dis-

tricts!!  The impact we could have would be 

HUGE! 

This would also tie in with the most exiting 

news this summer, which is we are electing 
out own Greg 'Doc' Gibbs as National Com-
mander at the National Convention in Min-

neapolis.   

We need to give our incoming Commander 
Jim Coates a BIG check to present to Doc 

when they shake hands on the national 

stage, and this is the way we could do it! 

So I'm asking you all to join me on this 

Drive.  Lets Get Every Squadron to do one 
event for the CWF, and publicize the heck 
out of it locally and state wide.  We'll help a 

lot of children in doing so and help the Sons 
and The Legion Family as well!  You'll hear 

more about this from me at our convention 
in Rochester, where I look forward to see-

ing you all!     

Until then, enjoy the summer and keep do-

ing all that you do for the Sons of the 

American Legion. 

Enthusiastically, 

   William Clancy III, Commander 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

           by William Clancy III 



…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J.  Avery 

PAGE 3 DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK NEWSLETTER VOLUME 7 ISSUE 5  

On behalf of the Detach-
ment of New York Sons of The 
American Legion Executive Com-
mittee, I would like to welcome 
all members and guests to our 
44th Annual Convention here in 
Rochester.  This year we  will be 
pleased to have as our guest 
from the great Detachment of 
Nebraska, National Commander 
of the Sons of The American Le-
gion, Danny Smith.  
 Commander Smith has 
guided the organization as it has 
gone through various changes 
this year, and has helped grow 
our membership to new highs. 
He has lead the charge for the 
SONS continued and dedicated 
support for our Nation’s veter-
ans, children and youth, and our 
local communities. New York 
congratulates you Commander 
on a job well done, and we wel-
come you to our Convention!
 As our 2018 Membership 
cards go out, please remember 
that your Squadron is required 
to submit its annual Officer Cer-
tification. This document helps 
the Detachment and District lev-
els in being able to keep in con-
tact with every Squadron, to of-
fer assistance, answer questions 
and inform your Squadron of 
upcoming projects and events. 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 As for membership, the 
July 2nd report puts us at 98.0%
of goal, needing just 593 mem-

bers to reach 100%. We are in 
27th place in the Nation and are 
in 6th place within the Eastern 
Region. We are still the 4th larg-
est Detachment in the Nation, 
separated by just 1,092 mem-
bers from Ohio. As we wrap up 
this membership year, every-
one’s assistance is needed in 
bringing in those last renewals. 
Let’s  do our best to be at 100% 
when we arrive in Minneapolis 
for the National Convention! 
 Members are encour-
aged to attend this year’s Na-
tional Convention of the Sons of 
The American Legion.  It will be 
in Minneapolis, MN from Friday, 
August 24th through Sunday, Au-
gust 26th 2018.  Meetings will be 
in Ballroom A, Street Level, Min-
neapolis Convention Center.  
 We are of course hopeful 
that New York’s own candidate 
for National Commander Greg 
‘Doc’ Gibbs will be elected in 
Minneapolis to lead us in 2018-
2019. New York is very pleased 
to have this opportunity and 
we know that ‘Doc’ will make 
us all proud as he leads the or-
ganization next year.  
 All information on the 
National Convention including 
housing forms and schedule of 
activities is available on our 
website www.sonsdny.org. 
 I would  also like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate 
Detachment Commander Wil-

liam Clancy on his exceptional 
year leading the great Detach-
ment of New York. Your commit-
ment and dedication to the or-
ganization has been phenome-
nal.   And thanks to  all Detach-
ment Officers as well as Commit-
tee and Commission members, 
who have worked so hard this 
year moving us forward.  
 A special thank you of 
course to the rank and file blue 
cap members who are out there 
all across our great state working 
with The American Legion to bet-
ter the lives of our veterans. 
 I wish all members a 
great summer, and again thank 
you for being a part of this or-
ganization!                  

For The Good of The Ameri-

can Legion Family,  

Robert J. Avery,                  
Detachment Adjutant 

2018-2019 Calendar 

The Department of New 

York has published it’s cal-

endar for the coming year, 

and included are dates for 

National Commander visits, 

as well as Joint Department 

and Detachment visitations 

to Counties across the State.  

Please refer to the calendar 

when planning your activi-

ties.  A link can be  easily 

found on the Detachment 

Website’s Home Page. 

http://www.sonsdny.org
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   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation….by Tom Kurk   

As this administrative year is about to come to a close for the Detachment of New York Sons of The 
American Legion and your VA&R Commission on behalf of our Veterans sincerely thanks you for the work 
you have done this past year. As stated before we have covered a lot of areas pertaining to Veterans Af-
fairs and Rehabilitation. At Mid Winter at Friday Nights Commanders Rally we had two of the commission 
members present alternate ideas to raise donations for our annual Walk-A-Thon.  

I feel this was well received. We gained one more Son as a Voluntary Services Representative. Robert 
Reeg of Leo Laders Squadron #130 has just been appointed the Sons of The Legion Representative at 
the Montrose VA Medical Center. Congratulations and Thanks go out to Roger for stepping up to take this 
position. We made some major gains in our donations for this year’s “They Marched For Us, We Walk For 
Them” Walk-A-Thon this year. The final total will be announced at Detachment Convention.  

One disappointment this year was the number of Squadron Consolidated Reports that were sent in this 
year. Only Seventy Eight Reports were completed for VA&R. On the plus side our Squadrons turned in 
some fantastic numbers on the reports received. I think one of reasons reports are down is that our 
Squadrons are unsure what exactly can be reported or don’t know what some of the line items mean. I 
hope next year we can have material to make available to our Squadrons to clear this up.  

To keep up the tradition this commission likes to introduce one new area of VA&R to our members in each 
newsletter. This issue it is going to be Honor Flight. Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization cre-
ated solely to honor America’s veterans for all their sacrifices. They transport our heroes to Washington, 
D.C. to visit and reflect at their memorials. Top priority is given to the senior veterans – World War II survi-
vors, along with those other veterans who may be terminally ill. Their Mission: To transport America’s Vet-
erans to Washington to visit those memorials dedicated to honor the service and sacrifices of themselves 
and their friends. I had to the privilege to attend a Fundraiser for Honor Flight back in April. This was 
sponsored by the 7Th District Sons of The American Legion. $12,000.00 plus was raised for Honor Flight 
that afternoon. The representatives from Honor Flight were very happy with the day’s events. Please take 
a look at their web site at www.honorflight.org for more information. They welcome our assistance.  

To close, please remember to thank our veterans who have served our Nation, and keep our men and 
women who are currently serving our Country to keep us a safe and free Nation, in your prayers . 

  Public Relations….by Gabe Cinquegrana    

 We have talked previously about how Public Relations is actually a communication process; a proc-

ess that builds relationships between Individuals and Organizations.  It’s all about letting people know this 

is who we are, this is what we do, and here is what we accomplished.  But have you ever really thought 

about who the audience is you really need to reach?        

 Yes, we want to reach out to the general community because that is where our funds come from 

when we do fund raising.  And yes we want to reach out to newspapers, radio, and TV stations, because 

those are people who can get the word out.  But we often forget that it is equally important that we commu-

nicate within our own Legion Family.  We can only get their support if we communicate what we are trying 

to do and what we have accomplished.  And more often than not, these are the people that are most likely 

to assist us in accomplishing our tasks, if we involve them in the process.     

 So don’t be afraid to put those posters up, not only in the grocery stores, but in your Post as well.  

And don’t forget to not only let the media know of the success of an event, but also share it with your Le-

gion and Auxiliary members as well.  Sometimes our best members can come from within our own Family! 

http://www.honorflight.org


 The Americanism Commission is proud to announce that Sean Ahern from Staten Island New York is the 
winner of the 2018 Americanism Essay Contest “What America Means to Me”. Sean attended the Sacred Heart 
School with Miss Grigas as his fifth grade teacher. Sean and his class each received $50 for winning the contest. 
 We are also proud to announce that Thaddeus Karaman is the 2018 winner of the Rocco and Virginia Cerullo 
Memorial Scholarship. Thaddeus is a member of Sherburne Squadron #876 in District #6 Chenango County. Thad-
deus received the $500 Scholarship and will attend college in Virginia.     
 Something to consider over the summer: Due to many changes in our educational system The Sons of The 
American Legion 10 Ideals and 5 Star Programs have become very important. The 10 Ideals Program covers Patriot-
ism, Health, Knowledge, Training, Honor, Faith, Helpfulness, Courtesy, Reverence, and Comradeship. In the 5 Star 
Program, the five points that are addressed demonstrate knowledge of: Patriotism, Citizenship, Discipline and Le-
gionism. Today’s education system is not teaching the same things we learned in school not too long ago. This is due 
to a growing emphasis on political correctness. We need to educate our youth the importance and values these pro-
grams offer. Perhaps your Squadron may wish to participate and educate our youth.    
 And in the true spirit of Americanism, throughout our great Detachment, there were many Flag Retirement 
Ceremonies giving our nations colors a fitting and honorable disposal, as well as other events in tribute to our Flag, 
our Country, and our Veterans.           
 As this administrative year comes to a close, I would like to thank my fellow Americanism Commission mem-
bers for their work over the past year: Dennis George, Jim Parks, Chuck Depo, Robert Myrtle, and Michael Rodri-
guez. Hope to see all of you in Rochester July 18th thru the 21st during the 44th Annual Detachment of New York 
Convention! Have a safe and enjoyable summer!    Americanism Chairman Jim Daly 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Americanism….by Jim Daly  
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Windsor Terrace 1175 in Kings County 

joined with Cub Scout Pack 237 on two 

projects. (Right): The collection of toi-

letries which were placed in welcome 

bags and given to the Brooklyn VA for 

new Veterans admitted to the Hospital.  

(Left): On Memorial Day weekend the 

scouts replaced over 1,000 flags in his-

toric Greenwood Cemetery in Brook-

lyn. The flags that were replaced were 

retired at the Scouts end of the year 

campfire/awards ceremony in June. 

(Left):  Annual Flag 

Retirement Ceremony 

held at the Oriskany 

American Legion Post 

1448. 

(Right): 7th District’s 

Annual Flag Educa-

tion & Retirement 

Ceremony was held in 

May at Post 1830 in 

Chili. 



(Right) Covering the May 1st visit to the 
White House by the Army West Point football 
team for winning the "Commander in Chief" 
Trophy was a historic moment for Sons of the 
American Legion Radio.  Many thanks to Joe 
Plenzler from the American Legion DC HQ on 
credentialing, as I said to USMA officials when 
we were able enter the "Rose Garden" cere-
mony, "It is great to be part of the World’s 
Largest Veterans Organization".   

                                        

(Left) Spring saw SAL Radio cover the Army-Navy baseball 
game at Fenway Park, the Sandhurst military skills competi-
tion, Army-Spring football game, USMA graduation speech by 
Joint Chiefs Chair Gen. Joseph Dunford USMC, White Plains 
Memorial Day, NYC Fleet Week, and the Times Square Tribute 
to chaplain Fr. Francis Duffy of the "Fighting 69th'.  We are 
increasingly using Facebook Live to cover events, and on June 
22nd broadcast the West Point Superintendent's retirement 
ceremony reaching 9,900 viewers. 

Squadron 135 continues efforts to add 25 names to the Prot-
estant Chaplains Monument on Chaplains Hill at Arlington 
National Cemetery.  We participated in a June 8th conf. call 
with ANC officials and partners at the National Conference on 

Ministry to the Armed Forces.  Arlington has recently been declared a "National Historic Landmark" which complicates 
up dates.  ANC recommendation concerns us to place new plaque honoring the 25 chaplains KIA in Korea, Vietnam and 
subsequent on the back of the existing monument.  We have proposed providing an entirely new monument which 

would honor both, all 142 chaplains KIA on the front.  Any thoughts?   Ken Kraetzer, Squadron 135 White Plains, NY 

DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK NEWSLETTER VOLUME 7 ISSUE 5  PAGE 6 

SAL Radio….by Ken Kraetzer 

Detachment of New York Sons of the American Legion 

CONVENTION 2018 PUBLIC RELATIONS PROJECT 
 

Donations Are Requested From All Convention Attendees: 

Gas Cards, Walmart Gift Cards, VISA Gift Cards 
Submit Cards in the Meeting Room Donation Box during the Convention 

 
 

Gas & Gift Card Donations should be in minimum denominations of $20.00,  

and will be presented on Saturday Morning for the benefit of: 

The Rochester Veterans Center and  

Rochester Outpatient Clinic Homeless Program 
 

Show the spirit of the Sons and benefit local Veteran needs at the same time.  

Bring 1 or more Cards from you and/or your Squadron.  People will remember! 



 The Rolling Thunder Special Needs Program (RTSNP), located in Long Island, is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to providing challenged individuals the opportunity to participate in all levels 
of mainstream activities such as walking, running, and wheelchair racing.  The pro-
gram is open to developmentally and/or physically challenged individuals, age 5 
and older, regardless of athletic ability.  The program has been a C&Y project for  
several years for Detachment Sgt-At-Arms Greg Falco and is very close to his heart.
 RTSNP is a true “Inclusion” program, integrating special needs individuals 
with their typical peers.  The Program has found that there are many advantages 
having them work and compete side by side with their typical peers.   
 Each athlete is given the op-
portunity to build their independ-
ence, confidence, and self-esteem, 
while being challenged by others to 
gain them the respect they deserve 
for trying. The Program is also open 
to typical siblings and parents, as well 
as to any member of the Community 
willing to volunteer their time.  
Coaches are all volunteers as well.  
There are no paid staff, 
and there is no fee to 
join or participate. 
 Rolling Thunder 
recently welcomed its 
newest chapter in Min-
nesota, and is actively 
looking to expand and 
form chapters across 
the country to benefit 
Special Needs individu-
als nationally.   
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For the Good of The Sons 

(Left) May 24,2018. While on business trip, 
SAL 1634 member Chris Hein joined local 
veterans group in decorating Memorial 
site for the Memorial Day observances. 
Just to show that service to community 
state and nation knows no limits.  

(Right) 9th District’s Cole Denellan receiv-
ing the County Key from Ed Day for the Peg 
Leg 22 Company he has created to make 
people aware of returning soldiers that 
may have PTSD and the number of fatali-
ties per day due to suicide. Cole’s Uncle is 
Jerry Denellan, who recently passed away 
after 30 years as the County VA Director 
for Rockland.  



(Below) Chicken BBQ put on for a Hurricane Relief benefit by Brandon Morrow, a JR member and a Senior at Portville 
CSD.  He came up with the idea and ran the event, devoting over 40 hrs of time. He advertised, sold tickets, scheduled 
workers, ordered supplies and greeted every customer with a cheerful Thank You. $3,000 + has been raised thus far. 

Sons and Legion Family 

from Charles Wescott in 

Bath remember all those 

that have given there lives 

and freedom, and remem-

ber and honor the memo-

ries of members, placing 

flags on their Graves. We 

will never forget.  
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           Even More              

Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

(Left) Jerry Toepper,  
District 7 Commander 
presents Quentin Smith 
7th District Scholarship 
check to Hornell Senior 
Megan Cheresnowsky.  
(Right) Toepper and 
project chairman Gabe 
Cinquegrana present 
check to Honor Flight 
Rochester from pro-
ceeds of the District 
Commander’s project in 
April.  The event raised 
over $12,000.    


