
(Left): Oriskany Squadron 1448 held their 8th Annual Golf 
Outing on May 18 to support Sitrin's Military Rehabilitation 
Program.  The Squadron is very proud to be associated with 
this program for veterans who can access treatment for no 
cost, and no veteran is refused.   This year $4,500 was raised 
for the program, bringing their cumulative total to $28,500. 
The support from sponsors, local businesses, legion family, 
and volunteers was tremendous.   A check for the $4,500 
was presented to Christa Serafin, CEO, by Dennis George, 
Squadron Chaplin and Tournament Director, at their Stars & 
Stripes Kick-Off on June 19, 2019. 

(Below): Squadron  204 in Medina handed out 2000 flags 
preceding the annual Memorial Day parade. This is the 
eleventh year they  have circulated these flags! 
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(Above): Squadron 1682 junior member William El-
mendorf’s Pre-K class at Tall Pines Nursery School in 
Pearl River, NY adopted 2 soldiers and collected items 
throughout the year to send care packages. 

(Right): PDC Bruce Ruthven and Phelps 457 ALA Suzie 
Jones presents $2,500 to Voluntary Service Manager 
Robin Johnson on left at the Canandaigua VA.  Pro-
ceeds were from 457’s Taco Tuesdays. 
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 Welcome to the 
101st Convention of The 
American Legion, Depart-
ment of New York and the 
45th Convention of The 
Sons of The American Le-
gion Detachment of New 
York.   Serving as your 
Commander for our great 
Detachment has been 
something I will cherish 
for the rest of my life. 
Traveling across New York State as we have cele-
brated the centennial year of The American Legion 
has been a great adventure and I am extremely 
thankful and proud to have made this journey with 
American Legion Commander Schacher, Auxiliary 
President Marie, and Legion Riders Director Bob. 
 My theme this year has been to “Create Con-
stancy in Purpose” in supporting our American Legion 
Programs.  My objective has been to increase our 
participation not only in the amount of our donations 
but also the number of our squadrons participating.  
We succeeded as far as donations are concerned with 
$56,000 toward CWF, $29,000 toward the Walk-A-
Thon, and $26,000 toward the National Emergency 
fund. That is $111,000 and if you take away the initial 
$20,000 the Detachment donated toward CWF last 
fall it is roughly $91,000 that you donated to just 
these causes. I think that is pretty impressive.  
 People often ask me, what was the high point 
of your past year?  And I have to say that it was not 
one experience but the cumulative experience of 
traveling the counties of New York State; the Ameri-
can Legion Posts, the memorials, the history, the 
pride and the dedication of The American Legion 
Family to our veterans and our communities and 
each other.      
 We have had a great year as we have sup-
ported Doc Gibbs as New York’s first National Com-
mander for the Sons of The American Legion in 36 
years. We asked you to participate and support our 
American Legion Programs.  And you all did just that  

with your donations to the Child Welfare Founda-
tion, National Emergency Fund, and Veteran’s 
Walk-A-Thon.  And these are just the heavy hitters 
as the list goes on.  You can be very proud of your 
accomplishments. I know I am very proud of you.
 I thank my wonderful wife, Cathy, for all of 
the support and encouragement she has given me. 
She wasn’t able to travel a lot with me but I now 
have a treasure trove of places to go and things to 
do for the weekend get-a-ways that we have come 
to enjoy so much.  And here we are, the year is al-
most over and I am looking forward to being able 
to help out my own squadron a little bit more.
 I have been proud to serve as your com-
mander this year and have learned so very much 
from you. I hope that you have also learned from 
me and, along with all of the other great things you 
do, will continually work to create constancy of 
purpose in support of our American Legion Pro-
grams. In addition to learning a lot I have a great 
confidence that people are stepping up all across 
the New York American Legion Family, and we will 
see amazing things happen with our organization 
in the future.     
 Dennis George will soon take over to carry 
the torch forward. Dennis will make a great com-
mander and I wish him the best of everything as he 
works to lead our organization through the next 
year on to bigger and better things.  
 Please enjoy our convention and your time 
in Buffalo, and thank you again for all that you do 
for our veterans and our youth, our communities, 
our state and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

James Coates,  Commander 

 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE….by James Coates 



…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

                                                by Robert J.  Avery 
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Welcome to Buffalo as we partake in our 45th Annual Detachment Convention.   We are glad to 
have Clint Bolt from Virginia as our guest.   Clint is the Leading Candidate for National Commander.  Please 
take the time to personally meet Clint during the Convention.   We are all wishing him a successful year if 
elected at National Convention in Indianapolis.   Our current National Commander, Greg “Doc” Gibbs, is 
traveling this week as part of his duties but will possibly be able to stop by very early on during Convention 
week.   He sends his regards if he is not able to attend one of our sessions.   We will still try to receive a 
“live” message from the Commander if his schedule allows.   I know all New Yorkers have been very proud 
this year with “Doc” leading the organization.   He has helped bring our membership to new highs and has 
strengthened the support for our Nation’s veterans, children and youth, and our local communities.   New 
York congratulates fellow New Yorker, and National Commander, Greg “Doc” Gibbs, on a job well done!
 Our 2020 Membership cards are now being mailed out.   Please remember that your Squadron is 
required to submit its annual Officer Certification.   The document is new this year and will be included in 
the Membership card mailing.   It has been posted online and has also gone out via email, and is much eas-
ier to complete than our previous form.  The only information being asked for are the name, member ID 
number, phone number, and email address of the Squadron Commander and Adjutant, and if they are an 
incumbent or newly elected.   Names and contact info are no longer required for every other elected or 
appointed Officer of each Squadron.  Your Post needs to fill out the top section of the form and certify it. 
The form is newly developed by National HQ.   Thank you for adjusting to this new method and for your 
cooperation.   If there are questions you may contact the Adjutant’s office.   
 And you have no doubt seen and heard our message lately about our renewed push for everyone’s 
cooperation in supplying us with e-mail addresses for as many of our Squadron Officers and members as 
possible.  We have created a Communications Committee that is actively working on this charge, and it is 
vital that we succeed!  It won’t be long before ALL communications will be by e-mail, and we need to solid-
ify our database so that we can be sure that ALL information, from National, to Detachment, to District, to 
County, to Squadron, and to member, is flowing to ALL Sons of The American Legion.  It is a need that we 
can guarantee will not be abused, but will be ALL important in the years ahead.      
 As of this writing on July 9th, our Detachment Membership stands at 29,407, or 98.16%, and 64 
members greater than at the same time last year.  We are 551 away from our goal, and just less than 600 
from the magic 30,000!  We have 27 counties at or over 100%, and Districts 6 and 9 are literally tied for 
most over goal at 101.9%.  Keep up the great work, and don’t forget those renewals, as well as the new 
members.               
 I would like to congratulate Detachment Commander James Coates on an exceptional year leading 
the great Detachment of New York. Your commitment and dedication to the organization has been phe-
nomenal.   I also thank the Detachment Officers, as well as Committee and Commission members who 
have worked so hard this year moving us forward.   I especially would like to thank the rank and file blue 
cap members who are out there all across our great state working with The American Legion to better the 
lives of our veterans. 

I wish all members a great summer, and again thank you for being a part of this organization! 

 For The Good of The American Legion Family,          

Robert J. Avery, Detachment Adjutant 
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   Americanism… Jim Daly  
 The Americanism Commission is proud to announce that Madison Burke from Whitney Point New York is 
the winner of the 2019 Americanism Essay Contest “What the Constitution of the United States Means to Ameri-
cans”. Madison attended the Whitney Point Middle School.  
 We are also proud to announce that Tyler Frey is 
the 2019 winner of the Rocco and Virginia Cerullo Memorial 
Scholarship. Tyler is a member of Melverne Squadron #44 
in District #10 Nassau County. Tyler received the $500 
Scholarship and will attend college in New York.     
 Flag Day 2019 has come and gone. Throughout our 
great Detachment of New York many Flag Retirement Cere-
monies were held giving our nations colors a fitting and 
honorable disposal.      
 As this administrative year comes to a close, I 
would like to thank my fellow Americanism Commission 
members for their work over the past year: Dennis George, 
Jim Parks, Robert Myrtle Herman, Downer Jr. and Jim 
Brown who was appointed to the Commission at Mid-
Winter taking over for Chuck Depo. Thanks to their hard 
work, they have made this Commission as strong as it is. 
 I hope to see all of you in Buffalo July 17th thru the 
20th during the 45th Annual Detachment of New York Convention! Have a safe and enjoyable summer! 

 On June 15 at Sgt. John Sardiello American Legion Post 
1634, The Sons of the American Legion recognized Flag Day with 
a ceremony, which included a three-hour Father’s Day celebra-
tion.   After greeting each other, the day began, with plans for a 
BBQ and a Door Prize Raffle.  Rob Papenhausen was the host, he 
is  also the Legion’s Commander (pictured  left), and he put in 
our thoughts and prayers for the day.     
 This day is very important to Sons of the American Le-
gion; it commemorates the adoption of the American Flag, and 
as Sons of the American Legion, we are sworn to uphold it as a 
treasure. A few pictures were taken throughout the day, by 
Gary Grande, our historian.       
 Also, a discussion took place, about upcoming require-
ments and duties of the Legionnaires.  The celebration contin-
ued with food and drinks, with the regular summer menu of Hot 
Dogs and Hamburgers.  The Post had all the dressings for the 
food and added salads, and beans.  The food was cooked on the 
Post’s brand new grill, and it was very tasty.  Legionnaires cele-
brated with music and sports.  There was a small and quaint 
turn out, but it was fun.  Everyone participated in the Raffle, 

with the door prize being liquor and pair of tumblers.  The winner was Paul Buffer, who took home the door prize.  
 Guest included, Joe Regina, Commander, and our best seller of Poppies, Austin Wolk, who sold 300 dollars’ 
worth of poppies in a few hours.   As everyone talked about there participation in the Legion, all hands helped or-
ganize the closing of the program.            
 We all wished our Fathers a Happy Father’s Day, and donated all of the leftover food.   The day will be re-
membered by all at the Post. 

(Above): 7th District Sons of The American Legion Flag 
Education and Retirement Ceremony was held this 
years at Warner-VanRiper American Legion Post #435 



What is the CWF? 
The Child Welfare Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation which has two 
primary purposes. First, to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual welfare of children and youth through the dissemination of knowl-
edge about new and innovative organizations. Second, the CWF makes wider 
and more effective use of knowledge already possessed by well-established 
organizations. To attain these goals, the CWF raises money and awards grants 

to organizations which help children. The CWF is governed by its Board of Directors and a National Chairman. All ad-
ministrative costs of the Child Welfare Foundation are borne by The American Legion so that 100% of all money raised 
for the Foundation is used exclusively for grants. 
 

How does an organization get a grant from the CWF? 
Any organization interested in being considered for a CWF grant must obtain a Grant Application Form from the Na-
tional Headquarters, fill it out and return it.  Contact:  The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation , P.O. Box 1055  
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
 

I hear the S.A.L. is a major contributor to the CWF. Is this true? 
Yes. The Sons of The American Legion is the single largest contributor to the CWF.   This past year, the S.A.L. across the 
nation contributed almost a half-million dollars to the CWF, and in 28 years the S.A.L. has accounted for more than $6 
million to the CWF.  New York’ SAL  led the nation in 2019 with donations of  $56,052, and since the year 2000, NY non-
profits have been the recipient s of 44 Grants totaling almost $2,000,000.  Congratulations and Thank You New York.  

 Gentlemen, it has been an honor to represent the country this past 
year as your National Commander. I cannot say thank you enough for your 
support on this journey of a lifetime. I have had 37 visits to date with a few 
left on the schedule before we pass the torch to Clint Bolt from Virginia.  Vis-
iting that many different Detachments has been fantastic. I have witnessed 
great things happening all over with an amazing variety of how it gets done 
elsewhere. I hope to return to the Detachment of New York with a myriad of 
ideas that may help us all grow and excel.     
 Hawaii for Pearl Harbor, the Rose Bowl Parade in California, Nor-
mandy for D-Day, all that travel just continues to bolster the pride in what 
we do. Supporting Children and Youth, Fisher Houses, Vet Centers in every state, building monuments to heroes, con-
tinuing to dedicate time and money to our community, state, and national efforts….I have seen it all and loved being a 
small part of it. I may or may not make our own convention due to conflicts of travel but will certainly see many of you 
at convention in Indianapolis and back home in NY in the fall.        
 The turnout at homecoming was great even though the weather was winter-like. I truly hope all enjoyed their 
time. The Planning Committee was exceptional and did it NY style all the way. Kudos to each and everyone.  
 New York has given the largest donation in the entire country this past year to CWF, Child Welfare Foundation. 
I thank Commander Coates for the initiative and support that made this a reality. This has never happened before and 
clearly sets our place in the Sons. Wow. Thank you all, God bless you for what you do. I look forward to returning to the 
Detachment this Fall.                                                                                          

                                               For God and Country, your NY son, National Commander Greg “Doc” Gibbs 
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  From the Desk of the National Commander...  

(Left): Detachment Public Relations Chairman Gabe Cinquegrana presents 
a check for $7,000 to National Commander Gibbs at the Spring Executive 
Committee Meeting in Indianapolis.  The funds were part of an event held 
by the 7th District of NY to benefit the Child Welfare Foundation, and 
helped to  raise New York’s CWF contribution to #1 in the Country. 



of the commissioning ceremony for Army football players.  

 We just covered the "First Pitch" at Citifield by De-

partment Commander Gary Schacher (Above).     

 On our Monday 2:30 WVOX.COM show we covered 

"Search for MIAs in North Korea", "Blue Water Vietnam 

Agent Orange", "Navy fight off Iran", "Frequent Fatal Mili-

tary Truck Accidents", "VA Telemedicine and Mission Act 

Implementation".        

 We were honored in May to receive a NY State 

Broadcasters Association "Excellence in Broadcasting 

Award" (Right).   SALRADIO is a program of Squadron 135 

White Plains. 

 A busy Spring was highlighted by a second 

trip to the White House to video a presentation of the 

Commander in Chief Trophy to the Army football 

team.    We drove to Buffalo to produce a Facebook 

Live broadcast of the homecoming dinner for SAL Na-

tional Commander Greg "Doc" Gibbs, and  met Admi-

ral Christopher Graddy at NYC Fleet Week.   

 We produced video at the West Point 

Graduation, did a brief interview with nominated Sec-

retary of Defense Mark Esper, and did a Facebook 

Live broadcast  
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SAL Radio….by Ken Kraetzer 

   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...Tom Kurk   
 The VA&R Commission of the Sons of The American Legion has set a goal to have 100% representation in all 
of the thirteen V.A. facilities across the State of New York. Currently we have representation in 6 of those facilities 
(Canandaigua, Bath, Syracuse, Albany, Brooklyn and Montrose Those facilities that Do Not have representation at 
this time are (Batavia, Buffalo, Manhattan, St Albans, Bronx, Castle Point and Northport).   
 We are looking for members of the Sons of The American Legion to fill these positions as a representative/
deputy rep at those facilities where we have no representation. To become a representative or deputy rep you will 
need to fill out a form and it will have to go through a process of being approved. If anyone is interested in becom-
ing a representative /deputy rep please contact the detachment VA&R Chairman Tom Kurk and Tom will gladly go 
over the procedure, qualifications and responsibilities of becoming a rep in your area.    
 We as a commission are also asking our sons members and squadrons to volunteer some of your time at our 
VA facilities or to support the V.A. programs through donations. We can also provide items from wish list which can 
be provided by the VAVS programs at these facilities in your area.  We must never forget the men and women who 
have served and continue to serve our great nation as they our Nations greatest resource.   
 And finally, we ask that you keep our Commission Chairman, Tom Kurk, in your thoughts.  He will be unable 
to be with us at our Convention as he is currently recovering hospitalization for respiratory and heart related issues.  
He is now recovering in Ewing Continuing Care Rehab in Canandaigua, NY, and we wish him all the best. 

                                                                                                                                            David L Bishop, VA&R Commission 
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 Earlier this month Americans across the nation celebrated the 243rd anniversary of 
the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, our official statement of self-determined 
freedom to the world. The day was celebrated joyously by American Legion Posts across 
New York: from cookouts in Candor to parades in Patchogue.    
 The American Legion, with the support of The Sons, has been at the forefront of 
patriotic celebrations since its conception a century ago. However, as each year goes by, 
the nation’s collective knowledge of American history decreases steadily; each Independ-
ence Day seems to bring more hot dogs and less readings of the Declaration. Today, less 
than half of Americans can list the three branches of government, only about one in four 
could pass a citizenship test, and a third can’t identify a single right enumerated in the Constitution.  
 This raises the question: how do we bring American history back into our national holidays? As Sons 
members, we have a unique perspective of American history and current affairs, and must use that to edu-
cate today’s youth outside their classrooms. As the next year of national holidays comes around, remember 
to take time out of your day to bring a young one to a parade, read them a book, or tell them a story about a 
great American.             
 The small efforts we make today form the molds for the great patriots of tomorrow to grow and thrive. 
The Sons of The American Legion will continue to be a staple of youth education, patriotism, and remem-
brance of those before us if, and only if, we cultivate the children of today to fill that role and carry the Le-
gion’s mission down the line. 
 

James Caracciolo is an undergraduate student at Binghamton University. He is an SAL member and a NY Boys State and Boys Na-
tion alumnus with past experience of writing for his nationally recognized high school newspaper. James is being given the opportu-
nity by Public Relations Commission Chair Gabe Cinquegrana to tell his story, which we hope you will share.  We are also exploring 
other Public Relations opportunities that he may be involved in.     

  A Guest Essay .... James Caracciolo 



Plaque and Picture presented to Francis M 
Dalton Post 282 by SAL members Jim Coates 
and Kevin Kirkwood, chartered 100 years ago!  

(Below):  Son's of the American Legion Squadron 329 Pearl River 
NY Presented a Wreath at the Camp Shanks Museum to Com-
memorate the 75th anniversary of  D-DAY on June 6th, 2019.   

(Right):  Two members of Squadron 234, 
Rory Brust and his grandfather Lloyd Hel-
man, a founding father of 234, at the Sara-
toga County Honor A Deceased Veteran 
ceremony, where Rory witnessed his 
grandfather's Firing Squad pay tribute to a 
deceased veteran. 

  Squadron 1682 in New City presented $1,500 to 
the Rockland County Veterans Service Agency.   The 3 
programs funded included Homes for Heroes (building 
homes for homeless veterans); Bridges (transportation 
for County Veterans to attend appointments at the VA); 
Rockland County chapter Disabled American Veterans 
(providing veterans with funds to pay bills, go grocery 
shopping, and meet any other every day expenses)
 Accepting the checks (left) were Susan Branam, 
Director of the Rockland County Veterans Service 
Agency, and Lorraine Greenwell from Bridges. 
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride    


