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MINUTES OF THE 44th ANNUAL DETACHMENT CONVENTION 

July 18 - 19, 2019 

Grand Hotel 

Buffalo, New York 

 
FIRST SESSION – JULY 18, 2019 

 

• Commander Coates called the Convention to order at 9:00 AM. 

• The Colors of our Nation were placed by the Detachment Color Guard and the body 

saluted.  

• Commander Coates recited the POW/MIA Ceremony as the Master Sergeant placed the 

POW/MIA banner.  

•  Chaplain Parks offered the Opening Prayer.  

• V/C Guidice led the body in The Pledge of Allegiance. 

V/C Ainslee led the membership in the Preamble. 

Commander Coates read Resolution NC-03, Corporate Blue Star Banner. 

• Adjutant Robert Avery read the Call to Convention, Roll Call of Officers, and Roll Call 

of Counties, which indicated a quorum was present.  Present as a guest to the Convention 

was Leading Candidate for Sons of The American Legion National Commander Clint 

Bolt (VA).  

• Rockland County moved to accept the printed convention rules; the motion is 

seconded and carried.   

Adjutants Note: After addressing the Convention, Certificates of Appreciation were presented to all DEC 

members, Special Certificate Plaques were presented to Special Guests, and Commander’s Pins were 

presented to all Guests by Commander Clancy. 

 

1.00 REPORTS 

1.01 Convention / Buffalo General Chairman VanPatten welcomed us to Buffalo.  And 

announced that all the meetings will take place in this hotel. There are convention bars 

and convention raffle tickets available. There is one ticket left for the installation of 

officer’s luncheon, transportation to Troop I will be provided. The Buffalo Bison’s are 

playing tonight, and the tickets are only $10 online. CWF is doing a basket raffle on the 

third floor outside the Auxiliary Convention Hall. Please support this. 

1.02 Americanism Chairman Daley reported; This year we received 7 applications for the 

Rocco and Virginia Cerullo Memorial Scholarship. I am proud to announce that Tyler 

Frey is the 2019 winner. Tyler is a member of Melverne Squadron #44 in District #10 

Nassau County. Tyler received the $500 Scholarship and will attend college in New 

York. We received no applications for renewal this year. Previous winners are entitled to 

apply for up to three years and receive a scholarship of $500 per year if they continue 

their college education. This year’s Essay Contest yielded very light participation again 

this year. Madison Burk is the winner of the Essay “What the Constitution Means to 

Americans”.  Madison is from Whitney Point New York and attended Middle School 

there. Madison received $300. As we look ahead to next year our Commission will 

revamp the Essay Contest for Grades 6 thru 8. For this year, we will have the essay 

information available on our website by early September as well as the 2020-2021 

material out by the end of April 2020. The idea behind this is since we can have our foot 

in the door at most schools around Memorial Day and Flag Day, we will be able to reach 

the teachers directly with the Contest information. The American Legion Family College 

was held this past May 31st -June 2nd. I would like to call Past Detachment Commander J. 

Bruce Ruthven to the podium for a report on the College. Boys State was held June 27th – 

July 2nd.  American Legion Boys State is a week-long program that immerses high school 

youth (currently completing their junior year) in citizenship and leadership training. 

There were Marines on hand to help educate the boys. They learned more than marching 

and sitting, the week was to help make the boys leaders and good citizens. This year there 
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were 898 attendees. Some of the activities this year that the boys participated in were 

softball, soccer, cross country, basketball, they worked on publishing a newspaper, video 

and website. There were also boys who participated in a band. Four Boys left the 

program early this year, 2 medical, 1 death in the family and 1 could not cut it. Good 

weather prevailed for the week. This was a great group, and all got involved. On the last 

day, there was a parade and the parents I am told were well behaved during the 

ceremony. Elias Mastakouris, a student entering his senior year at Long Island’s North 

Shore High School in Glen Head, was elected governor of The American Legion’s Boys 

State. The Detachment Americanism Commission 2018-2019 expenses were a total of 

$5191.81 and will be recorded for the Detachments Consolidated Report. A complete 

detailed list of expenses will be submitted and will be available for review. It’s too early 

in the morning to list line by line as we have a long day ahead of us!  Also, a total of 135 

hours was donated towards the Commissions causes.  

A total of 89 Consolidated Reports were submitted into the Detachment from our 

Squadrons this year. Some important totals to note: 

• Number of Boys sponsored for Boys State: 50 

• Number of Girls sponsored for Empire Girls State: 3 

• Flags presented and placed on Veterans Graves: 26,674 

• Number of youths sponsored for the Oratorical Contest: 8 

• Squadron sponsored Color Guards: 66 

• Color Guard appearances: 368 

• Flag Etiquette Programs: 64 

• Flag Retirement Ceremonies: 289 

• Squadron sponsored Scouting: 11 

• Number of youths in Scouting: 816 

• Junior Shooting participants: 60 

• Squadron Sponsored American Legion Baseball Teams: 6 

• Pints of blood donated: 579 

A total of $197,607 donated along with 69,883 hours. I realize I am speaking to the choir 

but imagine what these totals would be if every Squadron completed and submitted in a 

Consolidated Report.  

And now we will announce this year’s Americanism winners of highest level of 

achievements for Squadrons 149 members or less: 

o 3rd Place, Walter T. Conley Squadron #1107 of the 7th District, Cayuga County with 

139 members 

o 2nd Place, Melvin Roads. Squadron #1231 of the 3rd District, Rensselear County with 

40 members 

o 1st Place, Antwerp Squadron #916 of the 5th District, Jefferson County with 27 

members 

This year’s Americanism winners of highest level of achievements for Squadrons over 

150 members: 

o 3rd Place, Mohawk Squadron #1450 of the 4th District, Saratoga County with 260 

members 

o 2nd Place, Cottreal-Warner Squadron #942 of the 7th District, Monroe County with 

185 members 

o 1st Place, Greece Squadron #468 of the 7th District, Monroe County with 211 

members 

Congratulations to this year’s Americanism winners! Thank you to all who submitted a 

report this year. I would ask that in the coming year, as we travel our Detachment, we 

emphasize the importance of completing and submitting a Consolidated Report every 

April. Americanism, one of the Legion’s four pillars, is simply the love of America, 

loyalty to its ideals and institutions, allegiance to its flag, willingness to defend it against 

all enemies, foreign and domestic, and a desire to pass on the blessings of liberty to future 

generations. Before closing, I would like to read a quote from President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt - "The principle on which this country was founded and by which it has always 
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been governed is that Americanism is a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism is not, 

and never was, a matter of race or ancestry." PDC Ruthven gave a reported the American 

Legion Family College of New York is a three-day immersion into the Legion’s 

programs and structure, and issues facing the largest veterans’ organization in the 

country. As a Legion Family College, it is open to members of the Legion, the 

Auxiliary, the Sons of the American Legion, and American Legion Riders. It is held at 

Morrisville State College (SUNY Morrisville) each June, Legion College fosters 

leadership skills of Legion Family members as they work in teams to solve problems, 

they may face in their home post, unit, squadron or chapter. The curriculum covers an 

array of topics, such as leadership and communication; Americanism, children and youth; 

MyLegion.org; legislation; constitution and bylaws; duties of local officers; media 

relations; membership; Auxiliary & SAL. This year the college was held on May 31st to 

June 2nd, 2019 with just under 100 in attendance. The 2019 class was made up of 59 

Legion, 25 Auxiliary and 14 SAL members. Next year the college will be from June 5 to 

7, 2020, at a cost of $225. Applications will be online at 

nylegion.net/department/American-legion-college with a due date of April 1, 2020, (1st in 

1st accepted) at a cost of $225. Class is limited to 100 students. This is a great opportunity 

to educate our members. I would like to see a greater turnout of Sons at the college next 

year. Squadrons, Counties and Districts put a line item in you budget to send one of your 

members. That is the Americanism Report. Are there any questions?   

 Monroe County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.03 Children & Youth Chairman Bosford reported; that there was 56052.40 and 746 

donated to the Child Welfare Foundation, $1075.00 and 157 hours donated to the 

Children’s Miracle Network, 31 Josh dogs at a cost of $1278.00 donated, $350.0 and 209 

hours donated to Operation Military Kids, Squadrons donated $34,222.67 and 7883 to 

other Children and Youth Projects. 

 Children and Youth award winners for 150 members and under are, 

 3rd Place Squadron 1700 George F. Johnson Broome County, 

 2nd Place Squadron 1175 Winsor Terrace Kings county 

 3rd Place Squadron 912 Montgomery Clinton County. 

 Children and Youth award winners for 151 members or more, 

 3rd Place 1830 Chili Monroe County, 

 3rd Place 457 Seeley B. Parish Ontario County, 

 2nd Place 942 Contreal Warner Monroe County, 

 1st Place 1450 Mohawk Saratoga County 

Warren County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried.  

▪ Commander Coates turned the gavel over to V/C DeAngelis  

1.04 Public Relations and Webmaster Cinquegrana reported; As you have seen, the 

Convention issue of the Liberty has been published, and thank all for your input.  This is 

a great way to get the word out, and as always, I encourage all Commission and 

Committee Chairmen to please submit information in the future.  

We continue efforts to keep the Detachment Website up to date and relevant and have 

used the site this year to assist our National Commander as a base of information that can 

be accessed nationally.  We have also increased our use of Facebook for Regional, State-

Wide, and National information and input, also assisting our Detachment Commander 

and National Commander to promote their interests.  We have seen an increasingly large 

number of likes, and a phenomenal number of shares from Squadrons and Detachments 

not only in NY, but across the country. We have actively participated in the creation of 

the new Detachment Communications Group, to refresh and increase our database of 

email addresses.  Per the message we have tried to convey to everyone, we will all have 

to rely more on email as our main communication as time progresses, so it’s vital to have 

that information.  We currently have 675 email addresses in our database, which is about 

double the number we had in 2015, but that only represents just over 200 Squadrons, less 

than half the Squadrons in the State, and a far cry from our 30,000 members.  We have 

picked up a few additional with this latest round of Officer Notification Forms after the 
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Spring elections, however we have only received to date only 107 of those documents.  

For those who are afraid of being inundated with Detachment emails, In the last 12 

months, we only sent out 43, less than 4 per month. SAL Radio continues its efforts 

headed by Ken Kraetzer, covering events on a National and State level, to put the name 

of the Sons in the spotlight.  Ken and SAL Radio will be the recipients of awards this 

year both from the New York and National American Legion Press Associations, 

including PR Person of the Year, and we congratulate him for that.  With that increased 

recognition, however, SAL Radio continues to receive funding, and need funding, for 

which they also need a stable location to work and account from.  We would therefore 

like to request that our Finance Committee work with the Department of NY to create a 

SAL Radio banking account or partner with a current existing banking account, to help 

with their accounting of funding and disbursements.  It is unclear at this time in the mind 

of the PR Commission if the continuation of a PR Table at the Desmond at the next Mid-

Winter will be possible, due to the termination of brochure printing at the National level.  

Next year’s PR Commission will have to consider this, and perhaps if decided to continue 

with the table, re-focus the table and its intent, because of the impending absence of 

materials for handing out. And as we have not said at the last couple of meetings, but 

always needs to be reiterated, it is vital to remember that anyone who is a member of the 

Sons of the American Legion is indirectly a member of the Public Relations Commission.  

Everything you do, whether at a Legion function, or in social gatherings in the 

community, and especially on the internet and in social media, is as a representative of 

the Sons of the American Legion, and thereby the face of our Organization to the Public.  

We need to remind ourselves, and our membership, of the importance of what we do, the 

care we need to take in conveying our message, and how important it is to let people 

know what we can accomplish. 

Ontario County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.05 2nd District Commander Hall reported; I attended a few events since we last were 

together at Mid-Winter, I volunteered at all these events as well as participated.  Michael 

A. Rawley Jr. Post Valentines Dance and there St Patrick’s Dance.  The Brooklyn 

Memorial Day Parade was held in Bay Ridge on 3 Ave where so far was our biggest 

parade in the last 20 years.  I attended our own Kings County Convention where all 

officer of the American Legion Family was installed by Department Vice Commander 

Frank Fazio.  The American Legion Riders in Brooklyn had their annual flag Retirement 

ceremony and just last weekend I attended a Unavailing of a plaque and memorial for a 

deceased Son Red Slavin at the McFadden Bros Post.  I am sorry I do not have anything 

to report on Richmond County as Squadron Activity is Rare on the Island but their 

membership is still doing well with only 1 squadron with a zero.  Membership in Kings 

County needs a boost as I will Continue to try to get the Delinquent Squadrons to get 

their dues up to Albany before the year ends. 

Kings County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried.  

1.06 The 3rd District Commander Baker reported; The 3rd District actively expresses the 

importance of membership and the urgent need to have active membership.  We need 

self-promote our program so people learn what it is that we do not only for the American 

Legion Family, but for our very own Communities.  Albany County:  Squadrons Donated 

an impressive total of almost $20.000 towards Veterans services including $ for the 

Walk-A-Thon. Legion Family Programs as well as conducted many fundraisers and 

assisting with building improvements and renovations at their home post.  Albany County 

Sons continue their strong efforts to promote the American Legion Family as a whole.  

Helderberg Squadron #977: $100.00 to St Johns Veterans Breakfast, $500.00 towards 

977 Aux Christmas Family, 1,000.00 to Hilltown Christmas, $200.00 to the Schenectady 

City Mission,  $300.00 towards Wreaths across America, $250.00 to Operation K-9 

Christmas, $264.00 to KIA road Signs, $250.00 to Voorheesville Aux Christmas 

Program, $2,000.00 to Albany Housing Coalition, $5,000.00 To Stratton VA Volunteer 

Services, $100. To 977 Auxiliary Breakfast waitresses, $50.00 to Boy Scouts (Bussed 

table at breakfast).  ET Ruanne Squadron #476: Roast beef dinner, December 1st, sold 91 
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dinners, Collected 115 toys for the local Marine Corp Reserves Toys for Tots Program, 

Adopted a family for Christmas and donated $500.00 to them, Donating up to $500.00 

toward the armed forces sculptures for their Post’s 100th Anniversary, Raffling off a new 

snow thrower on February 2nd, Holding a take-out Spaghetti and Meatball dinner on 

February 9th 1 to 4 $10 per dinner with proceeds going to  Child Welfare Foundation.  

Voorheesville Squadron #1493:  $125.00 towards Wreaths across America, $400.00 

toward Hilltown Christmas, $200.00 in gift cards for local families during the holidays, 

Participated in Veterans Day and Memorial Day ceremonies, Participated in flag 

retirement ceremonies.   Zaloga Squadron #1520: $875 to 8 Children from 32 families 

from VA Voluntary Service (VAVS) Homeless Veterans Program, $175.00 Bus passes to 

VAVS Stratton VA Hospital, $600.00 to their home Post from turkey and Ham Raffles, 

$500.00 towards the Children’s Christmas Party at their Post.   Rensselaer County:  

Rensselaer County Sons of the American Legion have been very active in collecting new 

and never used clothing and shoes for Veterans and their families in need.  They have 

donated over $15.000 in monies and time toward various Veteran and Community 

projects.  The Sons were instrumental in helping to send several boys to boys State.  

Gerald O’Neil Squadron # 1638:  Made donations to the SPCA in memory of their 

Department member Allyn Jones.  Held a Chicken parmesan dinner and raised $1,000 for 

the Stratton VA Canteen well and donated Christmas gifts for the Veterans who reside 

there.  Participated in Veteran Day ceremonies held at their Post and are collecting Toys 

for the Marine bicycles to be donated to local children in need.  Collected donations for 

the Fisher house.   Melvin Roads, Squadron #1231:  Squadron 1231 (along with my staff 

at the New York State Education Department) continued with my personal project of 

collecting new clothes for our homeless and less fortunate Veterans (and their families).  

Purchased and Donated New lighting and a wooden Soldier’s cross and Soldier Praying 

Silhouette to our Home Post and volunteer during Wednesday night BINGO at the post. 

Assisted the Post and Aux. with the Annual Breakfast with Santa fundraiser.  $1,500. To 

the Fisher house along with Auxiliary Unit #1231.  This year we collected and dispersed:  

276 Pair of New Winter Socks, 14 Pair of New Winter Boots, 10 Pair of New Sneakers, 

42 Pair of New long Underwear, 9  Brand New Business Suits, 1 Wedding dress (which 

we are happy to say was used by a Marine when she was Married in March,  Donated 

another wedding dress to Angel Gowns of the Capital Region who urns wedding gowns 

into burial gowns for babies whose parents cannot afford them.  Helped with 2 job fairs 

and 3 Blood Drives, We will also be holding events to raise money for community 

projects and the 2019 Walk-A-Thon, Collected over 1,300 toys for the Marine Corp 

Reserves Toys for Tots Program to help local Children.  And has already sign up to do 

this again for the 2019 Holiday season; North Greenbush Squadron #1489:  Participated 

in fundraisers, including a dance for their various Veteran and Community programs and 

participated in Veteran Day and Memorial Day ceremonies.  Ulster County Squadrons 

held fundraisers and participated in their Community.  In the 3rd District we continue to 

try to educate our community and its leaders on the rampant number of homeless 

veterans.   The Number of Homeless Veterans is down 5.4% from 2017-2018, but this is 

still a far cry from having 0% homelessness.  Currently there are about 23,300 Homeless 

Veterans in the United States (1250 in NY) and these are the ones reported.  I find this 

number appalling and I personally will not rest until that number is down to 0.  Once 

again, I thank you for giving me the platform to move forward with this…. No Veteran 

should be without a place to call home. 

  Rensselaer County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.07  4th District Commander Williams reported; Going back to December 15th, Members 

of the 4th District laid wreaths at Saratoga National Cemetery on every Veterans grave. A 

total of 13,000 plus. As we were at Mid-Winter Conference Saturday January 27th, 2019 

all the wreaths were picked up March 28th, 2019 the 4th District had a good showing for 

the Legion National Commanders dinner in Saratoga Springs. The 4th District donated 

$250.00 to his project. In supporting our National Sons Commander Greg "Doc" Gibbs 

attending Doc's home coming on April 26th and 27th in Hamburg, and we even had snow 
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in Buffalo!  In support of Our Veterans I attended Memorial Day Services at Saratoga 

National Cemetery with other Members of the 4th District Family. 4th District Spring 

Conference June 2nd, 2019 in Lake Placid, we had a very productive meeting, in which 

this was my last meeting as 4th District Commander. We had elections of new Officers. I 

would like to introduce the New 4th District Commander: Herman Downer Jr., Matt Aldi 

1st Vice Commander, Dan Lanctte 2nd Vice Commander, and Jim Brown 3rd Vice 

Commander. I would like to Thank all the Officers that I worked with the last 3 years, 

Herman Downer, Matt Aldi, Peter Geleta, Gathier Espey and Dave Downey as Our Judge 

Advocate. I truly could not have accomplished this without all their support. I would like 

to give a special shout out to Squadron 574 Hudson Falls on their donation to The Fisher 

House of $1000,00 in Albany, and all the other fund raisers that they do for the 

Community. Their Squadron Commander Dan Lancette ,2nd Vice Commander Don 

Duprey Jr. and Adjutant Big Dan Nolan attended American Legion College. Thank You 

for all that you do. 

As of July 15th, 2019, Membership in the 4th District: 

Essex County Squad              224 Ticonderoga                     120% 

                                                      326 Lake Placid                      103% 

Franklin County                       447 Saranac Lake                   120% 

                                                     875 John E Harrica                 100% 

Fulton County                          137 Harold Wilmot                127% 

Montgomery County             554 Fort Plain                         103% 

                                                    701 John Wyszomirski          101% 

Saint Lawrence County        68 Clark Robinson                 100% 

                                                     420 Champion Hobkirk        103% 

                                                     1539 Mervin Eno                   118% 

Saratoga County                     234 Henry Cornell                 122% 

                                                    490 Earl J Manning               100% 

                                                    533 Horace D Washburn     100% 

                                                    1450 Mohawk                       100% 

                                                    1644 Henry F Lefko              100% 

                                                    278 Old Saratoga                  100% 

Schenectady County             021 Schenectady                  100% 

Warren County                       446 Warrensburg                 180% 

                                                   964 Chestertown                  100% 

                                                   233 Glen Falls                        106% 

Washington County              515 Liberty                            100% 

                                                   574 Hudson Falls                 103% 

                                                   1133 Fort Edward                107% 

4th District is in 7th place with 98% with a goal of 3198 that’s means we need 64 

Members to accomplish our goal, and I think that is very attainable Let’s make it Work! 

As my last report as 4th District Commander I would like to say Thank You to all The 

Sons and American Legion Family that I have met and had the pleasure to work with. 

Saratoga County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.08 5th District Commander George reported; After Mid-Winter Conference, I held my 

third District meeting at Lee Center Post #1794 at noon, on Sunday, February 10, 2019. 

A very nice showing of SAL members. On Thursday, February 14th I attended the 

Onondaga County meeting at The Eastwood Post. I attended the Four Chaplains 

ceremony. On Tuesday, February 26th, I was invited to attend a meeting for The National 

Commander’s Visitation in Lowville at 6:00 p.m. On Saturday, March 9th, I attended a 

dinner at Croghan Post #1663, that was a SAL dinner at 5:30 p.m. On Sunday, March 

17th, I attended an Oneida County meeting. Very good showing of SAL members. On 

Wednesday, March 27th, I attended The National Commander’s Visitation in Lowville. 

Excellent showing of American Legion Family members from the Fifth District! On 

Saturday, March 30th I attended a fundraiser dinner for Dennis George at The Oriskany 

Post, at 5:00 p.m. On Sunday, April 14th, I held my fourth District meeting at Central 
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Square Post #915, at noon. Nice showing of SAL members. On Sunday, April 28th, I 

attended the Past 5th District Commander/President’s Dinner at Central Square Post #915. 

They have implemented the current District Commander/President/SAL Commander. On 

Wednesday, May 1st, I attended the Jefferson County meeting at the LaFargeville Post at 

7:00 p.m. Very well attended meeting! If no SAL members, the SAL Advisor came to the 

meeting. On Saturday, May 4th, I was invited to attend the 5th District Auxiliary Spring 

Conference, at The Lowville Fire Department. On Saturday, May 11th, I held our final 5th 

District meeting/election of officers at 10:00 a.m. at my post Phoenix Post #418. All 

officer positions were filled.  I am overall very proud of the Fifth District this year. For a 

few months, we were in 1st place in membership in the Detachment! With the Fifth 

District being the biggest district in our state, I was very impressed that we held first 

place for so long! Very proud to have followed our past District Commander, Dennis 

George, with the direction the district was in the past two years. It has also been an honor 

to have been Commander of the Fifth District during the 100-year Anniversary of The 

American Legion. Also, to have served as Commander during the year our National SAL 

Commander was our very own Greg “Doc” Gibbs! So many honors and so many 

memories that will follow me a lifetime! Thank you to all that helped make my year a 

success! 

Oswego County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.09 6th District Commander Grigas reported; On most instances, I would have submitted 

my report early to avoid speaking to all of you, but not this year.  I have been proud to 

serve as the 6th District Commander, even though our Membership totals were subpar.  

But this year, I am extremely Proud to represent a total team effort, An example of what 

teamwork can achieve, I’ve been to 10 Conventions and for the 1st time that I can 

remember the 6th District is #1 in Membership.  This accomplishment is a team effort.  I 

am fortunate enough to be the leader of an all-star team! Starting with my Adjutant 

Wayne Ainslie, Also our 5th/6th Vice Commander.  The one who go me involved in this 

amazing organization.   I also have the Privilege to have 3 former Detachment 

Commanders Gary Denmon, John Knapp and Tom Smallcomb as not only inspiration, 

but living proof that a strong team can accomplish anything.  Commander Coats has 

Continued the Extraordinary Leadership that we have had for years. Everyone in 

Attendance today has participated in Memorial Day and 4th of July Celebrations. All of us 

have given time to our Posts, It’s not us in Attendance that need a pep talk! It’s the ones 

who aren’t here that we need to reach, It’s the ones who Aren’t here.  We all need to get 

them involved, in our Post functions, whether its BBQ’s, Golf Tournaments, Wine nights, 

Whatever your post events you host. By getting our Members involved in our 

Community events it will build our Organization, Makes us more relevant to our 

Communities.  It is a Pleasure to represent this Amazing Detachment of New York. 

   Otsego County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.10  7th District Commander Daley reported; There has been a lot happening in the Super 

Seventh District since we last met in Albany at Mid-Winter this past January. The 

Department Visitations were awesome events this year. I was able to attend Cayuga, 

Seneca, Wayne and Monroe Counties, and I was impressed with the SAL attendance! 

Unfortunately, due to work commitments, I was unable to attend the last four visitations. 

I would like to thank my Vice Commanders Jesse Parks, Kevin Kirkwood and Joe 

Cleveland for filling in for me at Ontario, Livingston, Yates and Steuben Counties 

respectively. In Canandaigua on March 23rd, we held the Fundraiser to support The 

American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. As some of you know it was an afternoon 

filled with raffles, music, dancing and camaraderie. I would like to say Thank You to 

everyone who came out that afternoon or sent donations supporting this great cause. It 

was really humbling when we were able to total up the final amount raised. In May, one 

of the Co-Chairs of the event, Gabe Cinquegrana, attended the Sons National Executive 

Committee Meeting in Indianapolis, pitched in a few extra dollars, and presented New 

York’s very own National Commander Greg Doc Gibbs a donation totaling $7000 from 

the Super Seventh District Sons. In Geneseo on April 20th, the Seventh District Sons 
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hosted the Youth Bowling Event. There were over a dozen children that had an awesome 

Saturday afternoon bowling at Livingston Lanes. Once again, our Children and Youth 

Chair Jesse Parks did a great job putting this event together. On May 26th we held our 

annual Flag Education and Retirement Ceremony in Waterloo. The weather cooperated 

with us and the rain cleared away for noon ceremony. Our Americanism Chair Kirk 

Jarvis along with Squadron #435 Commander Stan Greila organized a great event. Cadet 

Alyssa Burgois from RIT is the recipient the Sons of The American Legion ROTC 

Award. Due to some complications this award will be presented to Cadet Burgois this 

summer. At our District Convention in June, we awarded the 2019 Quinten Smith Sr. 

Scholarship. Joseph Morsheimer is this year’s winner and received a $500 Scholarship. 

Joseph attended Honeoye Central School and will be attending St. John Fisher College in 

the fall. Also, at our Convention we awarded the 2019 Doc Powers Member of the Year 

Award. John Erbling from Honeoye Squadron #1278 was this year’s winner. John spends 

many hours working countless programs including Americanism where he conducts Flag 

Retirements, Community Service where he works tirelessly for fundraisers, Children and 

Youth where he works with the local Cub and Boy Scout Troops and exemplifies 

working for the American Legion Family where he helps with the annual Poppy 

Campaign and the Breakfasts and Dinners held at his Post. Currently in Membership we 

stand at 97.33%. We headed into Convention 8th in the Detachment at the District level. 

Congratulations to Monroe County for currently being in 1st place in the District and 7th 

in the Detachment at 106.99%. We concede the Top Dog Award to the Mighty Eighth 

District as they headed into Convention this year 1.43% ahead of us. It has been an 

exciting year for me serving as Commander of the Seventh District Sons. Many miles 

have been logged on my Escape as I have traveled the District and have met countless 

Members of the American Legion Family and local community residents as they tell 

fascinating and interesting stories of their local area. From attending the Fall Auxiliary 

Conference in Batavia, many visitations to our County Organizations, meeting the 

National Commander of the American Legion, representing the District at Veterans Day 

Ceremonies, the Pearl Harbor Ceremony at the Port of Rochester, Department 

Visitations, and Memorial Day Ceremonies in Monroe County to traveling this week to 

Buffalo for our Convention. In closing, looking back over the past year, I am uncertain if 

being pulled over by the police at the Bath VA for traveling the wrong way or the Seneca 

County Sherriff’s escort during the National Commander Visitation was the most 

thrilling for me. I do know that representing the over 5107 members of the Seventh 

District Sons and working for the causes surrounding the Four Pillars of The American 

Legion has been a humbling honor.  

May God bless The American Legion Family, our armed forces protecting this great land, 

and The United States of America. 

  Monroe County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.11 8th District Commander Kane reported; Since The Rochester Convention I have had a 

busy year attending activities beginning on August 11th, with a Flag ceremony for Bath’s 

Veterans with Herbert W. DeLong Post 808 Belmont, New York. Later that day I 

attended the service at the County Retreat Camp for Bath’s Veterans in Alma by 

Morrison-Hayes Post 702, Wellsville. On August 24-26th I attended the National 

Convention in Minneapolis Mn. This was my first National Convention and I had a Great 

time and the honor of seeing Greg “Doc” Gibbs being elected as S.A.L.’s National 

Commander. On September 24th, I attended a presentation at the David A. Howl Library 

for History Week, honoring WWI and WWII Veterans by Honor Guard from Morrison-

Hayes Post 702, Wellsville. On October 18th I prepared and donated the food for a 

spaghetti dinner for the Office of the Aging to help Veterans. Everything was donated for 

this event. On October 19th I attended the National Commander Visitation in the 8th 

District. The luncheon was at Fredonia Memorial Post 59. After lunch we toured the VA 

Clinic in Dunkirk. That evening’s Dinner honoring the National Commander was at 

Dunkirk Memorial Post 62. I attend funeral service in Bath for Past Detachment 

Commander John Bogart on October 26th. November 16th – 18 I attended the DEC 
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meeting held at the Francis M. Dalton Post 282 West Bloomfield, New York. I attended 

the Midwinter Conference in January.  The 7th & 8th Districts Vice Commander was 

unable to attend some visitation in the 7th District, due to work, and asked if I could 

attend them for him. I attended the visitations in the 7th District from February 3rd to 

February 7th. They included the counties of Monroe, Ontario, Yates, Livingston and 

Steuben. 8th District visitations began on February 12 in Wyoming County followed by 

visitations in Genesee, Orleans, Niagara, Erie, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and finishing on 

February 12th in Allegany County. I was able to attend all of them. I attended the 

Homecoming for National Commander “Doc” Gibbs on April 26th & 27th in Buffalo. 8th 

District conferences began in Dunkirk in Chautauqua County in October, and were 

followed by Genesee in December, Niagara in February and Wyoming County in April. 

The District Convention was in Dunkirk at Dunkirk Memorial Post 62 on June 16th. 

During the past year I attended four Allegany Legion meetings and five SAL Allegany 

County meetings.  In 2018 I did 33 Honor Guard services. In 2019 I did an additional 10 

services that were held in Wellsville, Belmont, Andover and one in Genesee, Pa. For me 

this is something I feel I need to do, as every veteran deserves this. Other activities: On 

November 10th I attended, the Veterans’ Dinner at Morrison- Hayes Post 702 in 

Wellsville and on the Veterans’ Day November 11th, the Ceremony by The Herbert 

DeLong Post 808 in the Belmont Town Park.  On December 5th Allegany County S.A.L. 

presented a check for $500 to the Daniel Baldwin’s’ Eagle Scout Project. Mr. Baldwin’s 

did a monument in Honor of all men and woman who served our Country in the Richburg 

Cemetery, Richburg, New York. A second check for $1500 was presented to the 

Allegany County Veterans’ Organization. On December I delivered fruit baskets to 

Veterans in the nursing home in Wellsville, New York. This was for the Morrison – 

Hayes Post 702 in Wellsville. I have had the honor of doing this for over twenty years. I 

attended 100-Year Legion Dinner Post 702 in Wellsville, March 16th On April 18th, I 

Presented the William O’Connell award, plaque and check to ROTC candidate at Saint 

Bonaventure On April 19th I did a fish fry at Wellsville Post 702 On May 5th I went to 

Springville to attended Memorial Service at Concord Post 431 for SAL Commander 

Matthew S. Golaber , May 18th, I attended Boys State Luncheon at Post 702 in Wellsville 

May 25th I prepared food for SAL Horseshoe tournament at Belmont Post 808 , May 266h 

I prepared food for Memorial Day, May 27th I participated in a Memorial Day Parade and 

Services at Cemeteries in Belmont, On June 11th I attended the Officers dinner in 

Belmont, June 14th, I participated in the Flag Day ceremony at Genesee Valley School in 

Belmont  Membership:  After being in the top 2 or 3 places most of the year the 8th 

District dropped to sixth in the July 9th report at 98.23 %, 97 members short of 100%. 

I’m hoping the 8th reaches 100 % prior to the National Convention. 

Allegany County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.12 Riders Director Wallace addressed the Convention. As we traveled around the state this 

year it was an honor to meet so many Sons, Auxiliary, Legionnaires, and Riders 

members. My theme for the year was make it happen. I would like to thank the Sons and 

the Riders for making it happen. 

1.13 Advisor Arthur reported; that he has the easiest job in the Department. He thanked us 

for all we do to support the Legion’s programs and asked us to keep up the good work. 

1.14 PR Chairman Cinquegrana introduced Andy LaShua Director of the CMN Children’s 

Hospital. Commander Coates presented him with a donation of $2000.00 for the CMN. 

1.15 Commission Member Chang gave the Internal Affairs report: Resolution 16-01 is 

still at Legion Headquarters.      

Convention Chairman Smallcomb’s report was read by Adjutant Avery. Thank you, 

Commander Jim, for appointing me Chairman of 2020 Convention 103 Annual  

Our Hotels are going to be Baymont hotel and Conference center is are Headquarters.   

ROOM RATES ARE APPROXIMATELY $115 FOR A SINGLE RM  

APPROXIMATELY $120 FOR KING RM IN BOTH HOTELS’  

Meetings and the overflow Are in the La Quinta Hotel which is Pet Friendly. 

The Baymont Hotel is within walking distance to the La Quinta Hotel.  
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I will have more information at Midwinter as to Busses and More Information  

Biggest thing is DO YOU WANT A GOLF TOURNAMENT NEXT YEAR?????? 

Also, all Housing Forms are going through the Greater Binghamton Chamber of 

Commerce, and they will not be taking Phone calls regarding Reservations.  

MT&D Chairman Espy reported; At Mid-Winter Conference we had 22 members 

complete the Leadership Workshop. Thank you PDC Raymond, PDC Jerry and PDC 

Gary for presenting. I would like to remind District Commanders for the 2019-2020 year 

that we need 2 members from every district for this workshop. Please get those names to 

me by December 1, 2019. The Advisors seminar at Mid-Winter, held at the Desmond was 

attended by 17 Legionnaires. They were all very receptive to the material presented and 

had many questions for PDC Bill Clancy, PDC Bruce Ruthven and me. 

The breakout sessions held during Mid-Winter at the Desmond were very well attended. 

Membership had a full house with extra chairs brought in. Thank you, Daryl, for an 

excellent job conducting the membership seminar. Consolidated report workshop, we had 

Americanism, Children Youth and VA&R go through the report line by line in each area 

and explain what goes where. Thank you again to Chairman Jim Daly and Tom Kurk for 

all their work putting together information on their commissions. This was done on a 

power point presentation so all could follow along. If anyone has a suggestion on a 

breakout session topic, please let me know.  

Membership Chairman Verstreate reported At midwinter the membership committee 

went to dinner and talked about membership. We discussed renewals, who to we keep our 

members. New members and how to sign them up and keep them. There were many ideas 

and good communication in an informal atmosphere. Last year I put out a challenge to 

the district commanders and membership chairmen. Who ever had the highest percentage 

in membership for the year I would treat them to a steak dinner? Congratulations to 6th 

District Commander Grigas for achieving 103%. I hope you enjoy your dinner.  We also 

came up with an idea to help get those last memberships in. We came up with Dinner 

with Doc. The district commander that brings in the most membership from June 1st till 

July13th will get dinner with Greg “Doc” Gibbs at a mutually agreed to place. We had a 

total of 1,167 memberships turned in during that time span. I am happy to announce that 

the winner with 204 memberships turned is 9th District Commander Jacobs. We also did a 

challenge to any squadron that recruited 25 new members we would give you $100.00 

towards a purchase at emblem sales. We had 18 squadrons that were eligible for the 

award. Unfortunately, only one squad submitted for it. Congratulations to Seeley B. 

Parish Squadron #457. Now onto the awards. 

Largest Squadron: 

3rd Place, Charles E. Westcott Squadron #173 343 members. 

2nd Place James Harvey Spier Squadron #787 364 Members. 

1st Place New Hartford Squadron #1376 547 Members 

Most New Members recruited: 

3rd Place Samuel L. Derby Squadron #556 44 new members. 

2nd Place Lowville Squadron #162 47 New members. 

1st Place James Harvey Spier Squadron #787 55 new members. 

Highest percentage increase over prior year. 

Squadrons under 300 members squadrons.  

3rd Place Hugh Lynch Squadron #737 188%. 

2nd Place Downtown Squadron #64 209% 

1st Place Fred Eller Squadron #1447 220% 

Highest percentage increase over prior year. 

Squadrons over 300 members: 

1st Place James Harvey Spier Squadron #787 111% 

New York County moved to accept the report, it is seconded and carried. 

1.16 Legislative Chairman Denmon reported This year’s Washington Conference took place 

in in late February 22nd – 26th. We had 11 members in attendance. It is a very busy 

weekend and solemn trip. Sunday started out with getting on the buses to go to the Tomb 
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of The Unknown for national Commander Gibbs to lay a wreath. I, Adjutant Avery and 

David Lee got to assist in the laying of the wreath. Afterwards we went to Iwo Jima 

memorial for National Commander Gibbs to lay a wreath. He had special coins made for 

4 members of whose parents or grandfathers were at Iwo Jima. One coin was for them to 

take with them and one was left on the Memorial, one of those coins in remembrance of 

Al Paviglinanti. We then proceeded to the Vietnam Wall to place a wreath where a friend 

of the Commanders was listed. On Monday we coordinated with the Department of NY 

to go to lay a wreath at the Vietnam wall and the Sea Bees memorial. It was a great time 

and something we had been trying to do for a few years now. Commander Coates placed 

a wreath on Behalf of the Detachment of NY at the Korean Memorial. We also attended 

the Know before you go meeting which gave us the issues and responses to go over with 

our Congressional leaders.   Some of those items were the “Redefine “wartime Service” 

Period also known as the Legion Act, This current sitting in Congress if you haven’t 

already Contact congress person and ask them to support this bill. Expanding Agent 

Orange Benefits also known as Blue water Veteran this bill has been passed and signed 

by the President.  On Tuesday morning we all went to the Commanders Call which is a 

meeting to get you excited and pumped up to head to the Hill to meet with your 

Congressional representative to go over the legislative issues that were presented to us. 

After we all had finished with our meeting, we met at the Official meeting Place of the 

Detachment the Dubliner Pub to debrief. 

Broome County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried.  

➢ The George B. Evens grassroot lobbyist of the year award (Plaque)has finally  

caught up to us and was present to David Perry. 

1.17 V.A. & R. Commission report was read by commission member Bishop. 

Commander Coates, delegates of this convention and guest good morning. My name is 

David Bishop Sr. I am a past Detachment Commander and member of the VA&R 

Commission. I will be giving a brief VA&R report this morning as our VA&R chairman 

Tom Kurk is unable to be with us this weekend due to an illness. Tom is currently out of 

the hospital and is doing rehab for a heart condition. Tom seems to be doing well and I 

would ask that all of us keep Tom in our thoughts and prayers as well as wishing him a 

speedy recovery. On behalf of Chairman Tom Kurk, I would like to thank the 

commission members Dave Bishop, Bob Cox, Diman Smith, Joe Santacroce, and Bill 

Baker for all their hard work this year representing the VA&R commission. Under VAVS 

one of the goals of the VA&R commission is to get 100% representation in all the 13 VA 

facilities in NY State. Currently the Sons of the American Legion has representation in 6 

of those facilities. Those VA facilities that DO NOT have representation currently are 

Batavia, Buffalo, Manhattan, St. Albans, Bronx, Castle Point, and North Port. If any of 

our Sons members are interested in learning about becoming a VAVS rep / Deputy rep in 

the duty’s it requires please contact the detachment VA&R chairman or commission 

members and we will be glad to send you the information. Contacts for the VA&R 

commission will be in the detachment directory. Walkathon- Again this year the 

detachment of NY did a great job in supporting our annual (they marched for us, we walk 

for them) Walkathon. This year’s total for the walk was $29,000 beating last year’s total 

by $1,000. This year’s total brings our 13-year total since beginning the walk to over 

$300,000. So again, I would like to thank all who have supported and will continue to 

support the detachment of NY Walkathon. Fisher House- I am happy to report in May 

there was an opening of a new fisher house in the Bronx the James K. Peters VA Medical 

Center. The dedications ceremony was attended by Commander Coates, Tom Kurk, NEC 

John Chang, Vice Commander Joe Guidice and Vice Commander Pete DeAngelis. The 

detachment of NY presented a check for $1,000. Consolidated Reports- This year there 

were 72 consolidated report forms reporting under VA&R here are there totals, 513 visits 

to veteran homes, 1,783 hours of serves to veteran homes, and $16,860 to veteran’s 

homes 816 visits to VA medical centers, 2,286 hours in VAMC and $26,307 donated to 

VAMC 1,230 hours of field serves, 1,787 hours of homes serves 1,514 hours Fisher 

House, $5,275 donated to Fisher House 2854 hours of troop support, $10,027 donations 



 

 

 

12 

to troop support, 1,188 hours to family support and $2,025 donated to family support 

5,427 hours to other VA&R projects, $57,394 to other VA&R projects 2,129 to operation 

comfort warriors Great job detachment of NY At this time, we will get into the VA&R 

consolidated report award winners. They are as follows. 

With 150 members or less 

3rd place winner is Oneida squadron #169 

2nd place winner is Windsor Terrace squadron #1175 

1st place winner is Melvin Roads squadron #1231 

With 150 members or more 

3rd place winner is New Hartford squadron #1376 

2nd place winner is Chili Squadron #1830 

1st place winner is Seeley B Parish Squadron #457 

Congratulation to all the winners of this year’s VA&R consolidated reports awards and 

thank you to all our members and squadrons who do all the great things you do in 

supporting our veterans and their families  

Albany County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.18 Legion Convention Chairman Bojanowski welcomed us to Buffalo and the Son’s 45th 

annual Convention. He is sorry for the Air Conditioning in the meeting Room and will 

speak to the hotel. The Convention Committee has been working with the Buffalo 

Convention Corporation to get discounts to the local restaurants and sporting events.  

1.19 NEC Chang introduced the leading candidate for the Sons of the American Legion 

Clint Bolt (VA).  

 He thanked many members of the Detachment of New York for helping him to get where 

he is today. My theme this year will be “Serving those that served”. My goals are; 

Membership 400,000 members, Child Welfare Foundation $500,000. I would also ask 

that everyone do something to help replenish the Veterans Child Fund formally the 

Endowment Fund. The American Legion paid out more than the yearly average because 

of the government shutdown and the Coast Guard not being paid. I would also like to 

have us help The American Legion with their membership. 

▪ Commander Coates recessed the meeting at 11:45 AM. 

▪ Commander Coates reconvened the Meeting at 1:15PM 

1.20 Credentials Chairman gave his preliminary report; There are 88 delegates currently 

registration. 

1.21 Commanders Advisory Chairman Clancy congratulated Commander Coats on an 

outstanding year. You have done the Detachment of New York proud. 

 Bronx County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

 1.22 9th District Commander Jacobs reported; Membership is going good in the district.  

 5 Squadrons #1308, 310, 1009, 1447, and 859 that were reinstated in the last two years 

 are all over 100%. Squadron #1796 recently marched in the New Windsor parade and are  

preparing for a fall event marking the 100 anniversaries of The American Legion. 

Squadrons #1682 and #130 are supporting local veterans by raising funds for Homes For 

Heroes. The also held a walk-a-thon that raised over $1,000. Squadron #329 held a 

commemorative event celebrating the 75th anniversary of D-Day. They also presented a 

wreath at the Camp Shanks Memorial. 

Rockland County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.23 10th District Commander Belanger reported; that the district is having a great year in 

membership. Communication with the squadrons in the district are better and we will 

continue to get the tools to them that they need. Suffolk County has 2 squadrons recently 

reinstated. With the help of PNC Cerullo and the County Commander we raised $2300.00 

for our first walk-a-thon. We have a great website that can be accessed by going to sonsof 

theamericanlegionli.com. As you post items it automatically goes to our Facebook and 

Instagram account. If you need help in setting something like this up, please contact me 

and I will help you out.  

 Suffolk County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 
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1.24 Historian Ryan reported; It’s been a very busy year with National Commander Greg 

“Doc” Gibbs in office, who had a great homecoming that I was able to attend in Buffalo.  

It was a great time at the Hamburg Post, then the tour trip up to Niagara Falls and a 

fabulous dinner.  The Fundraising event at the Legion Post for CWF in Canandaigua was 

a great success, and the Flag retirement on Memorial day in Waterloo, that I was not able 

to attend, my apologies.  Congratulations to a job well done to the 7th District and 

Commander Jim Daily.  Another gentleman I would like to recognize id Clarence Ike 

Bosford for the outstanding job for the Child welfare Foundation, and all his travels, and 

a job well done. Also, all the Golf tournaments and outings as well, for such as Clear Path 

for Veterans. 

Oswego County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.25 Chaplain Parks reported; that he has sent 10 condolences cards, 15 get well cards and I 

set of flowers so far. Please let me know if someone is ill or has passed away. 

Wayne County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.26 V/C Giudice reported; Everything is going very well in the 1st and 9th Districts. 

Membership is very good. March 29th was the National Commanders Visitation the 1st, 

2nd, 9th, and 10th Districts. I was honored to escort Commander Coates into the hall. The 

Sons were very well represented. I am happy to report in May there was an opening of a 

new fisher house in the Bronx the James K. Peters VA Medical Center. The dedications 

ceremony was attended by Commander Coates, Tom Kurk, NEC John Chang, Vice 

Commander Joe Giudice and Vice Commander Pete DeAngelis. The detachment of NY 

presented a check for $1,000. On June 1st the 9th district their meeting and election of 

Officers. Congratulations to Commander Jacobs for being reelected as the 9th District 

Commander. The Rockland County American Legion asked me to chair their annual Law 

and Order recognition Night, What an Honor. And as a pass recipient of the award I can 

tell you that it really means a lot to all the recipients. 

  Rockland County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.27 V/C DeAngelis reported: Great to see you all again as we all have been busy in Districts 

2 & 10.  Since Mid-Winter I attended a few events, Valentines Dance, St. Patrick’s 

Dance at my own post.  National Commander Visit Dinner for 1 & 9 and 2 &10, Kings 

County American Legion Baseball dinner where $40.000 was raised to help with our 

program, I attended a Dedication Ceremony and tour or the new Fisher Houses built at 

the Bronx VA Hospital with VA&R chairman Tom Kirk, Vice Commander of 1 & 9 Joe 

Giudice, Commander Jim and NEC John Chang.  I attended the Brooklyn Memorial Day 

Parade where I led 100 other bikers from the County lead the parade.  And most recently 

I attended the Kings County American Legion Family Convention.   Thanks to my 

District Commanders Joe Hall and Joe Bellinger for the great work they have been doing 

for our members and Veterans in both Districts.  Thank you to the 10th District for a great 

job in membership so far this year and I will assist the 2nd District on getting the numbers 

in for the end of the year 

Kings County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.28 V/C Myrtle reported; My year consist of traveling throughout the 11 counties of the 

fourth districts meeting many of the Sons that attended their county Visitations.  We 

talked about their support and endeavors at their post and above, letting them know how 

important sending a CRS by April 30th would not only give them recognition of their 

deeds and accomplishments but help our Detachment as all the number would be added 

to a grand total.  Our National Commander Greg “Doc” Gibbs is one of NY past 

Commanders, let’s make him proud of our State.  The 4th District is only 64 members 

short of 100% with 3,134 paid members and I know that they will be paid before 

National Convention.  The 3rd District Consist of 7 Counties, I missed two Counties, one 

because of car trouble and the other was canceled due to bad weather.  Albany, 

Rensselaer and Schoharie were well attended by their members, I’ll take this with 1532 

paid members and 19 short of 100%,  I’ll like to take a moment to say thank you to the 

Squadrons to the Third and Fourth Districts for their efforts to make the Sons of the 
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American Legion what we are Americans not only working for Veterans but helping to 

make our Communities, State and Nation a better place 

Albany County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.29 Robert Gardner Legionnaire of The Year, thanked us for all we do and encouraged us 

to keep up the good work. 

1.30 V/C Ainsley reported; Since my report at Mid-Winter as the 5th and 6th Vice Commander 

I was able to make my way to the National Commander Brett Reistad’s Visitation to the 

5th District on the 27th of  March in Lowville NY, the turnout there was amazing with 

somewhere around 300 people in attendance, great job by the 5th District Commander Lee 

Hinkleman for all the work he did to make this visitation a great moment in the history of 

the 5th District of the Department of NY.  After that I was able to attend and honored to 

attend our own National Commander Doc Gibbs homecoming in Buffalo on the 27th of 

April is was a good time had by all.  Congratulations Doc on the Great job you did 

representing the Great State of NY as our National SONS Commander.    Membership as 

of July 15th is as follows 5th District is at 99.86% with 7153 paid members with a goal of 

7153 & 44 Squadron’s out or 66 at 100% or better with #66 Arthur S. Moran From 

Oneida County on top at 181%.  Now to the 6th District it preformed what I would call a 

miracle at Mid-Winter I reported that it was at 58.12% but something amazing happened 

since then we are now at 103.51% and are in 1st place in the State as of July 15th by a 

narrow margin of 76% with 3425 members paid and 33 Squadron’s our of 49 at or above 

100% with Squadron. 876 of Sherburne NY at 204%.  Congratulations to my 6th District 

for stepping up to the plate and hitting a home run.   I want to thank everybody from both 

Districts for the great job on membership this year and please keep up the great work.  

And I would like to mention that the total membership for both the 5th and 6th totals 

10.586% over a third of the State Detachment total for this year. 

  Otsego County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried 

1.31 V/C Kuczenski reported; This is my last report as Detachment Vice Commander. This 

year has been very rewarding.  I have met a wonderful group of people. I really enjoyed 

traveling to locations in the 7th District, which I had never visited before. I wish to thank 

Commander Daly for all he did for me during my visitation trips. In September I attended 

SAL county meetings in both Allegany and Chautauqua Counties. In October I attended 

the 8th District meeting in Mayville. I attended The National Commander Visitations in 

both my District.  The 8th District was on the 19th, 8th and the 7th on the 20th. In the 8th 

District, in the morning, we toured the Historic Lighthouse and Veterans Park Museum 

on Point Gratiot in Dunkirk. After lunch at Post 59 in Fredonia, we toured the Veterans 

clinic in Dunkirk. Dinner was at Dunkirk Memorial Post 62. The next day we traveled to 

Waterloo for the 7th Districts visitation. In the Morning we toured the Sampson’s 

Veterans Cemetery and that evening dinner was at the New York Chiropractic College in 

Waterloo. The following week I received the sad news that Past Detachment Commander 

from the 7th District, John Bogart had passed. On Friday October 26th, I attended his 

funeral services in Bath. Due to a prior commitment I was unable to attend the DEC Fall 

Conference meeting in November.  In Late October and most of November I began 

having severe bouts of lightheaded and dizziness which got to be severe. I was unable to 

drive to attend many functions, including the 7th District meeting, Chautauqua County 

meeting and I even missed my squadrons meeting. I was able to participate in our 

Veteran Day Ceremony. Fortunately, it seemed these were caused by a severe sinus 

condition and medication has controlled the problem most of the time, so I have been 

able to return to my routine by December’s 8th District meeting in Genesee County and 

Chautauqua County meeting in Mayville. I also sent out information and dues notices to 

all squadrons in the 8th District January functions began with Mid-winter. and the 

following week, Visitation began in the 7th District on Thursday. I began in Cayuga 

County. I was then on to the Counties of Seneca, Wayne and Monroe. Besides attending 

dinner, I also participated in the tours that were available. Unfortunately, I had to leave 

early from Monroe to get home for work on Monday. I began February with an 8th 

District meeting in Niagara Falls. Visitations began in the 8th District on February 12th.  
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Again, due to work, I was unable to attend the Visitation in Wyoming County on 

Tuesday and Genesee County on Wednesday. I was able to attend the Orleans, Niagara, 

Erie, Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Counties but missed Allegany due to work on the 10th. 

On March 29th I attended the Chautauqua County SAL Meeting at Post 1286 in 

Lakewood. I sent out a second mailing in March for the 8th District. I enclosed a reminder 

on Membership, the Consolidated Report Form and to mail to Detachment an Officer 

Certification form after the election of officers. I included a County or District dues slip if 

a squadron hasn’t paid by then and an Officers certification Form. I had our last 8th 

District Meeting In Arcade in Wyoming County on April 7th. On April 13th I participated 

in the Walk- A –Thon Co-sponsored by Chautauqua County SAL and Auxiliary. The 

event raised over $3600 dollars for our Veterans. On the last Friday and Saturday of April 

I attend both Days of National Commander “Doc” Gibbs Homecoming. On May 5th I 

attended the final 7th District meeting and on the Sunday before Memorial Day I 

participated in a Ceremony in the new Veterans Park in Ashville. On Memorial Day I 

Participated in two parades and three Cemetery ceremonies. I concluded my activities 

with the Chautauqua County meeting on the first of June, a Chautauqua County SAL 

fundraiser on the 9th and the 8th District Convention on the 16th. 

Membership: As of the report dated July 9th the 7th District has Two Counties over a 

100%, Monroe at 106.99% and Seneca at 100.89. The District total is at 97.24%, which 

puts them at 7th in the Detachment. The 8th District has three counties at 100%. Niagara 

leads the way at 106.4, followed by Wyoming at 102.91 and Genesee at 100.79. As of the 

9th of July, the 8th District had 98.23%, which puts them in 6th place in the Detachment. 

I’m still hoping more will arrive prior to National Convention. The 7th needs 145 

members and the 8th 97 members to reach 100%. 

  Chautauqua County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

• Commander Coates recessed the convention until 9:00 AM tomorrow.  

SECOND SESSION – JULY 19, 2019 

• Commander Coats called the Convention to order at 9:00 AM. 

• The Colors being in place, the membership saluted.  

• Adjutant Robert Avery read Roll Call of Officers, and Roll Call of Counties, which 

indicated a quorum, was present.  

• Commander Coats excused the members on the dais for the duration of the Annual 

Memorial Service. 

• Chaplain Parks conducted the Annual Memorial Service, a ceremonial parade of service 

caps, placement of the Memorial Wreath, and the playing of taps. The Adjutant read the 

names of our deceased members. 

1.32 Dennis and Mary McLoone presented the William J. Obrien pat on the back award to 

10th District commander and V/C DeAngelis for helping an injured female in the parking 

lot at Mid-Winter Conference. 

1.33 Consultant Neville reported; that the American Legion appreciates what you do. I 

would like to take a moment to let Commanders Coates know that he has done well this 

year representing this Detachment. What a banner year for the Department and 

Detachment of New York having Gregg ‘DOC’ Gibbs serving as the National 

Commander of the Sons of The American Legion. I get a lot of comments from across 

the country about the great job he is doing representing us. 

• Broome County moved to close the Registration table which was seconded and 

carried.   

1.34 Department President Mock and Department Commander Schackler addressed the 

Convention.  President Mock thank the Sons for helping raise $64,000 for her project 

Final salute to homeless female Veterans. I would like you for electing Commander 

Coates for this past year it has been an honor to serve with him and Commander 

Schackler as a family. Commander Schackler gave us a history lesson. On this day in 

1812 the USS Constitution escaped the coast of New Jersey after being chased for 3 days 
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by a British Squadron. It is an honor to speak to you. It has been an awesome year. Thank 

you for all you do and keep up the good work. 

1.35 Member Kreaster gave an update on what the SAL Radio has been doing covering 

military sporting events and interviewing military leaders. SAL Radio will be receiving 

to National Awards at National Convention. He also went over what has been happing 

with the monuments in Arlington Cemetery. 

1.36 Acting Judge Advocate Ruthven went over the rules for our elections.   

1.37 Finance Chairman Lee Reported; that there was a discussion - About adding $2,500 to 

the Fisher House donation line item per the request of Thomas Kurk VA&R Chairman. 

Motion by Mark Kearsing to increase line by $2,500, making line item now $5,000 to be 

split between both Fisher Houses. 2nd Ross Polson all passed. During discussion 

recommendation when Detachment Commander is in the area for visitation/mid-winter to 

make arraignments of presentation at that time. Discussion - Question what do the funds 

go toward for “Outside Services Line Item” $30,000. Response – Department of New 

York American Legion to go toward cost of work being completed by Department of 

New York Staff for Sons work being completed. Discussion - When electronic votes are 

taken by DEC to spend money how do the Blue Cap Members find out how and why 

funds are dispersed. Response, Blue Cap Members have voted in District Commanders 

and Detachment Vice-Commanders and communications should be being made with 

members when possible prior to voting and after votes have been passed.  Discussion - At 

DEC Meeting it was voted to send VA&R Chairman to National Conference and allow 

this to continue in the future. For budgeting purposes, the Finance Commission will add 

to Schedule “A” of the Expense Reimbursements # 13 – National Conference. Currently 

listed a) Americanism Chairman b) Children & Youth Chairman. Will add c) VA&R 

Chairman. 

  Broome County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried.  

1.38 N.E.C. Chang reported; It has been a while since the Mid-Winter Conference in January. 

After the Mid-Winter Conference ended on Sunday January 26th, National Vice 

Commander North East Michael Cotton and NEC Toby Cullen of Delaware, flight back 

home was cancelled due to bad weather. After brief discussion it was decided they would 

spend Sunday night at The Saratoga Racino Hotel. We played some slots and had dinner 

together. The next morning after breakfast we took them to the Albany Airport where 

they caught their flight back home. They called me after arriving home safely and said 

that they had a fantastic time with The Detachment of New York at their Mid-Winter 

Conference, an event that they shall always remember. On February 1st I attended a 

Holiday Party put on by James Daly Post #200 and American Legion Post #1195 in 

Hastings-on-Hudson, NY. Everyone had a great time.  I represented our Detachment at 

the National Vice Commander North East Michael Cotten’s home coming in Dover, 

Delaware on March 29th-31st. I took the Advanced Leadership Training Session on 

Saturday March 30th given by PNC Clifford Smith and PNC Joe Gladden. During the 

home coming dinner I presented to NVC(NE) Michael Cotton a Swarovski Large Crystal 

New York Apple on behalf of The Detachment of NY. He said that he really liked it and 

had a special place in his home for it to be displayed. April 20th-30th we went on a 

Steamboat Cruise down the Mississippi River where we met members of The Mississippi 

Delta Chinese American Legion family. We were invited to a Chinese dinner in 

Memphis, Tenn. The food was authentic Chinese served with Southern hospitality. On 

May 3rd-5th the National organization held its annual Spring NEC Meeting in 

Indianapolis, Indiana. This year our Detachment had 13 members attending. Our 

members attended commission and committee meetings. Ike Bosford completed NMI 3, 

Tim Van Patten II completed NMI 2, and Dennis George completed NMI 1. The Finance 

Commission discussed the 2020 Draft Budget. There was a brief discussion about a 

national due (per capita) increase to help Call In’s, Scholarship/Contributions and 

Program Operations which the American Legion is currently paying for.  The National 

Finance Chairman made note that the last dues increase was in 1982.  After a discussion 

it was tabled to the National Convention in Indianapolis August 2019. Each Detachment 



 

 

 

17 

has been tasked to discuss the proposed national dues increase and come back with a 

decision which will be voted on during the National Convention in Indianapolis. On May 

22nd, Commander Jim Coates, VA&R Chairman Tom Kurk, Vice Commander 1&9 

Joseph Giudice, Vice Commander 2&10 Peter DeAngelis and NEC man John Chang 

were invited to attend the Grand Opening of the second Fisher House in New York at the 

Bronx VA Medical Center. Commander Jim and Tom Kurk presented a check for 

$1000.00 to the Fisher House Foundation which was greatly appreciated. Many local 

politicians and the Secretary of the VA with his staff were present at the ceremony.  After 

the ceremony we went to the famous Dominick’s Restaurant @2335 Arthur Avenue for a 

well-deserved treat. It was a fantastic meal that we all enjoyed. On Sunday May 26th we 

celebrated Memorial Day in Hastings-on-Hudson with the James Daly Post #200. On 

Monday May 27th Memorial Day we celebrated with the Tarrytown Fire Department 

Parade. I was called upon to speak at the service. On June 1st we attended the 74th 

Anniversary Installation Banquet for members of the Kim Lau American Legion Family 

in Chinatown, NY. We had over 1000 members, family and guests in attendance. The 

food was amazing. On June 12th I was a guest at Squadron #1195 meeting in Hastings-on-

Hudson, NY. I gave Commander Jimmy Passarella our current SAL Handbook and some 

other material to help in starting up his meetings.  I plan on attending their meetings in 

the future with Vice Commander Joseph Giudice to help and assist them further. On June 

12th I attended Kim Lau Squadron #1291 meeting in Chinatown, NY. The meeting lasted 

over 5 hours. Lot was discussed for future planning.  In closing I would like to thank 

Commander Jim Coates for the outstanding job he has done leading the Detachment to 

new heights. It has been my pleasure working with him this year. The Detachment is 

proud of our National Commander Doc Gibbs for all the work he has done for our 

organization.  I extend my gratitude to Detachment NY for electing me to represent you 

at the National level as your NEC man this year. It has been my honor to serve. 

New York County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.39 Master Sgt.-at-Arms Falco reported; that there have not been many fines collected as 

everyone is following the rules. He thanked the members of the detachment for allowing 

him and his assistants to do their job with relative ease. He then presented the 

Commander with $25.00 from fines.  

 Nassau County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried.  

1.40 Adjutant Avery reported; Welcome to all members attending the Mid-Winter 

Conference, the 100th Annual for The American Legion Department of New York.   You 

will hopefully be able to learn more about our Legion Family organization, meet many 

other members, share knowledge, have a great time, and bring information back to your 

Squadron!  The Detachment is pleased to welcome National Vice Commander Michael 

Cotten from the Detachment of Delaware this year. Also visiting us from the Detachment 

of New Jersey is Gary    Nelson, the Leading Candidate for National Vice Commander.     

Congratulations to the membership for attaining 100.93% of goal in 2018. Our final total 

was 29,958 members which keeps us in 4th place overall. We are slowly catching up with 

number 3 Ohio. We now trail them by only 565 members.  According to the final 2018 

Renewal Report we ended up at 91.68%, tied for 7th place in the Nation with Delaware, 

and we are the highest among the largest 4 Detachments and nearly 3 points higher than 

the National average which was 88.9%. At the time of this writing, we are short of the 

60% Target Date and need to transmit 820 members to reach our goal. Let’s hope we can 

succeed! Please remember to recruit new members as we continue our usual good job in 

renewals…. which also can be higher by the way. National Commander Greg ‘Doc’ 

Gibbs is currently visiting other Detachments and he sends his very best to us here at 

Mid-Winter. He also thanks us for donating over $24,000 so far this year to his project 

the Child Welfare Foundation. That amount puts us in second place in the Nation at $1.63 

per capita. Arizona is in 1st place with $37,110 in donations. If your Squadron has not yet 

donated to CWF please do so at this time! With the current National Commander being 

from New York, we need to do our very best in BOTH membership and in support of 

CWF.   Squadrons will soon be receiving the 2019 Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR). 
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As a reminder, this form is the most important document that you need to complete.  The 

compilation of all volunteer hours and donations from Posts and Squadrons are reported 

to Congress each year by the National Commander of The American Legion. National 

only ships us enough for one CSR per Squadron in our Detachment.  Squadrons who 

have not received a CSR by mid-March should contact Albany HQ at 1-800 -ALEGION. 

You are reminded to complete and submit your CSR to Detachment HQ by April 30, 

2019 for Detachment judging. Reports will then be forwarded by the Detachment 

Adjutant to National HQ.    
Monroe County moved to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.41 Commander Coats gave his final report. My theme this year has been to Create 

Constancy in Purpose in supporting our American Legion Programs.  My objective was 

to increase our participation not only in the amount or our donations but also, and 

primarily through, the number of our squadrons participating.  We succeeded as far as 

donations are concerned with roughly $56,000 toward CWF, $29,000 toward the Walk-

A-Thon, and 26,000 toward the National Emergency Fund.   That is $111.000 and if you 

take away the initial $20.000 the Detachment donated toward CWF last fall it is roughly 

$91,000 that you donated to just these causes.  And I think that is very impressive and I 

want to thank you so very much.   We worked together to support our National 

Commander, “Doc” Gibbs.  We worked together to support our American Legion 

membership in their time of need through the National Emergency Fund.  We worked 

together to support The Child Welfare Foundation and the Veteran’s Walk-A-Thon.  And 

these are just the heavy hitters as the list goes on and on.  You can be very proud of your 

accomplishments.  I know that I am very proud of you.  We used our Facebook, website 

and email blast to get the word out more than ever before and yet still we fell short in 

some critical areas.  We are still falling short in the number of Consolidated Reports 

submitted with a little over 100 turned in this year.  That is almost 75% of our Squadrons 

for which we have no information on their accomplishments.  Our membership is still 

hanging just shy of 30,000 for all intents and purposes.  Our final reports last year 

showed us breaking the 30.000-member mark, but we continue to have a hard time with 

retention along with getting membership in.  That is hurting us every year when you look 

at the amount of resource invested in chasing down membership.  Recently I appointed 

an Ad Hoc Communications Committee to respond to mandates from the Department that 

we establish e-mail communications with all our squadrons to totally eliminate the need 

for mass mailings.  The Committee’s mission is to get e-mail addresses for all squadrons, 

weather they are squadron e-mail address or personal e-mail addresses for squadron 

Commanders and adjutants, along with developing a system for updating and protecting 

the information.  This is in line with the new Office Certification form 30-183.  Many of 

your District and County Commanders and Detachment Vice Commanders are already 

aware of this and you are being asked to help get those e-mail addresses in your areas.  I 

believe this is critical to breaking some of the barriers keeping us from making 

improvements in these areas I just mentioned and others.  This committee is ad hoc, 

reports to the Commander and will dissolve once the mission is completed.  And we are 

being challenged by a National due’s increase from $2.00 to $5.00.  That is because we 

have not seen a due’s increase from National in 37 years and the National American 

Legion has been subsidizing the programs of the Sons of the American Legion at the 

National Level. But they cannot continue to do that, and our National Sons Organization 

feels we must begin to carry our own weight.  People often ask me, what was the high 

point of your past year? And I have to say that it was not one experience but the 

cumulative experience of traveling the Counties of New York State; the American Legion 

Posts, the Memorials, the History the Pride and the Dedication of the Sons for the 

American Legion and the American Legion family to our veterans and our Communities 

and each other.  We have had a great year as we have supported “Doc” Gibbs as New 

York’s first National Commander for the Sons of the American Legion in 36 years.  We 

asked you to participate and support our American Legion Programs and you all did just 

that with your Donations to the Child Welfare Foundation, National Emergency fund, and 
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Veteran’s Walk-A-Thon.  I have been so proud to serve as your Commander this year and 

learned to very much from you.  I hope that you have also learned from me and, along 

with all the other great things you do, you will continually work to create constancy of 

purpose in support of our American Legion Programs.   Thank my wonderful Wife, 

Cathy, for all the support and encouragement she has given me.  She couldn’t travel a lot 

with me, but I now have a treasure trove of places to go and things to do for the weekend 

get-a-ways together that we have come to enjoy very much.  And here we are, the year is 

almost over.  I am looking forward to being able to help my own Squadron a little bit 

more.  In addition, learning a lot this year I have a great confidence that people are 

stepping up across the New York American Legion Family, and we will see amazing 

things happen with our organization in the future.  Dennis George will soon take over to 

carry the torch forward. Dennis will make a great Commander and I wish him the best of 

everything as he works to lead our organization through the next year to bigger and better 

things. 

  Bronx County move to accept the report which was seconded and carried. 

1.42 PDC Bishop introduced PDC Harrington leading candidate for National American 

Legion Press Association. PDC Harrington asked for our help at National Convention in 

getting him elected. This will be a first as a Sons Member being elected to such a high 

honor. 

➢ Albany County moved to donate $500.00 to PDC Harrington to support his 

campaign. The motion was seconded and carried. 

1.43 Credentials Chairman Alex Anderson gave the final credentials report which indicated 

95 registered delegates.  

 Broom County moved accept the final credentials report which was seconded and 

carried. 

 

2.00 SICK CALL & RELIEF 

PDC Kurk is doing better and will be released from the rehab home on the 27th.  

 

3.00 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

3.01  None 

 

4.00 NEW BUSINESs 

4.01 Saratoga County moves to have resolution drafted and sent to National stating that 

we support $3.00 national dues increase at National Convention. The motion was 

seconded and carried.  

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

• Jefferson County moved to close the Convention for the purpose of Election of 

Officers. The motion was seconded and carried. 

• Commander Coats appointed Mike Rodrigues, Maurice Arthur, and Shawn Mils as 

tellers for elections. There will be a 10-minute recess the head table is excused.  

4.02 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Historian by Roll Call of Counties. 

Oswego County nominated William Ryan. Monroe County Nominated Tim Van Patten. 

There being no further nominations, a motion was made by Saratoga County and 

seconded to close the nominations. After a roll call vote Tim Van Patten II was 

elected Historian. 

4.03 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Chaplain by Roll Call of Counties.  

Allegheny County Nominates Dale Kane. There being no further nominations, a 

motion was made by Albany County and seconded to close the nominations and 

direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for Dale Kane for Chaplain was 

carried. 

 4.04  Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Vice Commander by Roll Call of 

Counties. Munroe nominates James Parks V/C 7th & 8th , Kings Nominated Peter 

DeAngelis V/C 2nd & 10th  , Saratoga Nominates James T. Williams V/C 3rd & 4th , 

Otsego nominates Wayne Ainslee V/C 5th & 6th , Rensellear nominates Robert Myrtle 
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V/C 3rd & 4th , Rockland nominates Joe Giudice V/C 1st & 9th.   Robert Myrtle declines 

the nomination as V/C 3rd & 4th. There being no further nominations, a motion 

made by Broome County and seconded to close the nominations and direct the 

Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for Peter DeAngelis, James Parks, Wayne 

Ainslee, James T. Williams, and Joe Giudice. As Vice Commanders, was carried. 

4.05 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Commander by Roll Call of Counties. 

Oneida County nominated Dennis George. There being no further nominations, a 

motion was made by Steuban County and seconded to close the nominations and 

direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for Dennis George as Commander 

was carried. 

4.06 Commander Coates presented asked the color guard from squadron #457 to come 

forward. He then presented a check from the Detachment in the amount of $500.00 and 

one from his election committee for $500.00 and thanked them for being his color guard. 

4.07 Saratoga County moved to donate $500.00 to the Veterans And Children’s Fund. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

4.08 Broome County moves to support Clint Bolt (VA) for National Commander of The 

Sons of The American Legion. The motion was second and carried. 

4.09 Monroe County moves to support Gary Nelson (NJ) for National Vice Commander 

East. The motion was seconded and carried.  

 

 

5.00 FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS 

5.01 PDC Ketchum relayed a story about a silver cross that he received when he was 

elected Chaplain. He handed down to the person that relieved him and so on and so 

forth. He and Chaplain Parks then handed the same cross, Star of David and 

another cross to Chaplain Elect Kane. 

5.02 Oneida County presented a check for the Child Welfare Fund from a golf outing in 

the amount of $1200.00.  

5.03 Commander elect George present a check for the Child Welfare Fund from the 

basket raffle in amount of $1018.00.  

5.04 Membership Chairmen Verstreate presented a gift card for a steak dinner to 6th 

District Commander Grigas for being the top District in the Detachment in 

membership.  

 

▪ The Convention was adjourned at 11:45 AM.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,     
 

 

 

 
 

Raymond J. Jarvis        

Detachment Adjutant    


