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Share The Pride - Build the Pride
West Babylon Squadron and Post 1634 Veterans Day ceremony at the cemetery, followed by a breakfast at the Post.

Hudson Falls Squadron 574 in Washington County, 4th District, presented a check for $500.00 to the newly renamed
Tri County Toys for Boys and Girls (Toys for Tots) program
Marine Corps League Det. #2 . This funding was raised at a
recent breakfast sponsored by the Squadron.
St. Adalbert’s seventh
graders took a trip to
Pleasant Plains cemetery on Nov. 4, 2016 to
honor the veterans who
have passed away.
They were led by Richmond County Sons of
the American Legion
Commander
Steven
Gross, and Anthony J.
Navar ino,
Granito
Smith 1296 SAL Commander. See story line
and pictures on page 7.
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
by J. Bruce Ruthven
On November 16th
we will have finished
39 of the 62 counties, wrapping up our
fall tour as we break
for the holidays. The
Department of New
York has put together a fantastic
traveling party. With
Legion Commander
John Sampson, Auxiliary President Debbie Kryczkowski, and myself, we are promoting the American Legion
Family, stressing the need to improve communication and increase the use of social media.
We have a great message, but it needs to be
heard by more SAL members.
We need to do a better job of getting more
Sons at the county visitations. The American
Legion has welcomed us into the family, making us part of the visitations; we need to do our
part by getting our members in attendance.
Thank you, to the District Commanders and
Detachment Vice Commander for your assistance and guidance throughout the county visitations. We have met some fantastic legion
family members, toured some great veteran
and historical sites, and we have been treated
royally. Some highlights include Teddy Roosevelt’s home, the baseball hall of fame and the
New York City veterans day parade.
We were fortunate to have worked into the
county visitations a trip to Indianapolis for the
Fall NEC meetings, three National Commanders visitations and our own Detachment Fall
DEC meeting. At the Fall NEC in Indiana, I attended and graduated from the Detachment
Commanders National Instructional Institute. I
now have a certificate to insure your confidence
in electing me into office.

Our National Commander, Jeff Frain, has a
request for you to become a “Super Hero”
and sign up three new “American Heroes” into
the American Legion. By helping legion membership grow, we also help the Auxiliary and
Sons grow. Jeff’s project is CWF. Let’s help
reach his $1 million goal and make a $1.25
donation per member.
Thank you to all who participated in the golf
scramble fundraiser for “Doc”, and for your
attendance at our Fall DEC meeting on October 14th and 15th. This meeting is so critical in
getting our commission programs for the year
off and running.
That was the easy part now let’s get the information out to your Squadron and promote
what we set out to do for a successful year.
Don’t you wish we had a larger email list that
would make corresponding with our Squadron
so much easier. We need your help in getting
the word out to update our list of emails. Go
to the Detachment website and become a
Subscriber, and encourage everyone to do
the same.
Make your plans now for the Mid-Winter Conference in Albany from January 20th to 22nd.
The agenda and housing forms are now
online. District Commanders are reminded to
submit the names of two members to attend
the Leadership Workshop class.
The Joint Homecoming is scheduled for June
9th & 10th in Oneida County at Vernon Downs
Hotel and Casino. We are planning for a fun
filled Legion Family event. More information
will be forthcoming.
Yours in service
For God and Country

J. Bruce Ruthven, Commander

VO L UME 6 I SS UE 2

D E TA CHMENT O F NEW YO RK NEWS LE TTE R

PAGE 3

…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK
by Robert J. Avery
The Fall Detachment
Executive Committee Meeting
took place on Saturday October 15th at Seeley B. Parish
American Legion Post #457
in Phelps, NY. The meeting
was well attended as the Detachment Commissions and
Committees met to kick off
the year. Members were
treated by a visit from National Commander of The
American Legion Charles E.
Schmidt who addressed the
body. Schmidt is the first National Commander from the
Department of Oregon.
Other business included the organization of the
Campaign Committee to Elect
PDC Greg ‘Doc’ Gibbs to National Commander. Greg was
announced as the Second
Leading Candidate for National Commander of the
Sons of The American Legion
at this years’ National Convention in Cincinnati.
A fundraising Golf
Tournament was held at the
Phelps Post on the day before the DEC meeting. Additionally, the Detachment donated monies to the Campaign Committee to assist in
initiating this noble effort. The
Detachment of New York is
proud to support one of its
members to the high office of
National
Commander.
The Official Call is out
for the Midwinter Conference
and Executive Meeting on

January 20-24, 2017 in Albany. The Executive Committee encourages all members
to attend, especially those
who want to learn more about
the Sons of The American
Legion. Be sure to regularly
visit the Detachment website
at sonsdny.org to learn more
and to keep appraised of
what’s going on.
As for membership,
this year’s current goal as set
by National is 29,534 members and we need nearly
23,000 to get there. Commander Ruthven has called
for our Detachment to reach
30,000 and with everyone’s
assistance that goal is attainable. Remember to transmit
on a regular basis and in conformance with Target Dates!
The American Legion
Child Welfare Foundation
(CWF) is in its 61st year, and
the Sons of The American
Legion continue to be the
largest contributor. This
year’s grant recipients were
selected by CWF’s Board of
Directors October 9th during
their annual fall meeting at
the Sheraton Hotel City Centre in Indianapolis. $618,606
in grants was awarded to 20
nonprofit organizations. Recipients have been awarded
grants to support youthserving projects and to assist
in the dissemination of information to the general public
and to specific target group.

Five of this year’s recipients
are from New York:
Child Find of America, Inc.
of New Paltz was awarded
$40,500 for "In Safe Hands
Information Kits." This project
will educate and inform parents and professionals about
the negative impact of family
conflict on a child's learning
and emotional health, as well
as to prevent conflict leading
to parental child abduction.
The Sons of The American
Legion supports this grant.
Childhood Domestic Violence Association of New
York was awarded $20,750 for
their project, "Childhood Domestic Violence Toolkit Distribution Campaign." Through
greater distribution of this toolkit, CDV hopes to build an
awareness of children growing
up with domestic violence.
Children’s Brain Tumor
Foundation of New York
was awarded $20,000 for
their project, "Finding Your
Way- A Guide for Childhood
Brain Tumor Families from
Diagnosis & Beyond." This
project will help families understand that the emotions
they are feeling are not uncommon and assist in alleviating the isolation often felt
by families. The Sons of The
American Legion supports
this grant.
(continued on page 6)
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DETACHMENT MEMBERSHIP, by Daryl VerStreate Chairman
Congratulations to the Detachment of New York on a great kick start to the membership
year. While we are currently a little behind of our goal of 35% for November 16 th, as of the November 7th report we have 8,147 memberships renewed and need to reach 10,264 paid. We still
need 2,117 membership transmitted to Detachment to meet that goal.
If you have not seen the Detachment website lately I would encourage everyone to visit the
membership section to not only view the membership reports as they are updated but also to view
the year to year comparison graph along with transmittal and target dates. These tools have been
recently added as a guide to help Squadrons, Counties, and Districts.
Encouragement of all squadrons to develop ideas and ways to recruit new members, and
renew old is an ongoing effort. Do you have ideas that work for you? Do you have membership
drives? Early Bird Dinners? Feel free to bring those ideas and to midwinter and share them with
comrades.
While Veterans Day is among us, it would be a wonderful way to pay respect to your own
Veteran that made you eligible to belong to this fine organization by renewing your dues and
standing beside us as we do everything we can to honor them and help protect the rights and
freedoms that the Veterans have fought so gallantly to provide for us all.
We currently have 18 Counties at or above the 35% Goal and three Districts; 2 nd 48.07%,
th
10 42.92%, 9th at 38.78%. Congratulations on achieving this goal. We do have one county at
114.44% Warren County…!!! One squadron at 200% Squadron 476 - Edward T. Ruane!! And
finally, 19 squadrons over 100%.
On another note there are many squadrons who have not sent in membership. If you need
any help or have any questions please feel free to reach out to myself or your District Representative of the Membership Committee, if you do not know who that may be please free to ask.
Looking forward to seeing you at midwinter, please feel free to bring any membership
questions you have and time will be made available to teach/assist.

2017 Detachment Essay Contest

MEMBERSHIP
TARGET DATES

Grades 1 – 5:

What America Means to Me
$50 to the Winner per Class, $50 to each Class
Deadline April 17, 2017
Grades 6 - 8:
What the Constitution of The United States
Means To Me
$100 to the Winner in each Class
Deadline April 15, 2017

For complete information, forms, and instructions, go to the Detachment Website at
www.sonsdny.org, and click on
2017 Essay Contest

SEPTEMBER 14, 2016

10%

OCTOBER 12, 2016

25%

NOVEMBER 16, 2016

35%

DECEMBER 14, 2016

45%

JANUARY 19, 2017

60%

FEBRUARY 8, 2017

75%

MARCH 8, 2017

80%

APRIL 12, 2017

90%

MAY 10, 2017

100%

*JULY 19, 2017
105%
*Delegate Strength Target Date
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Legislative Update, by Greg “Doc” Gibbs, Chairman
The Legislative Commission of NY is off to a great start. We have already had several Action Alerts regarding pending legislation. Much of the political action will take a back seat to the
campaigns and the elections. Your Detachment Commission consists of David Perry, Charles
Duffy, Greg Gibbs, Jeff Jordan, Jeff Truax, and Ken Kraetzer.
We have gotten those Legislative Alerts out to contacts on your lists. Many of the things
that have been passed years ago (including elements of the New GI Bill) are under fire and we
must constantly remain vigilant to protect the rights that we already have.
Our Washington, DC on-the-hill days are scheduled for February 26-March 1, 2017. The
Unofficial Eastern Regional Gathering will take place in New Jersey that following weekend
hosted by NVC Joe Korba on March 3-4.
The Albany on-the-hill days will be the next week: March 6-7th. If you are interested in attending contact your American Legion County Legislative Chairman. We sit by counties and it is
organized through the Legion and begins with a breakfast meeting with your Congressmen. The
host hotel will be the Desmond this year – a change from the past. If you wish to stay on top of
the Legislative Arena, log into the national Legion website at legion.org/legislative. Go into the
sire and register yourself for the Legislative Action Center, you will automatically receive bulletins
and you will be able to automatically and immediately send your senator a letter with your opinion
on an issue with one click of the computer key.
It is easy to host a Squadron Legislative Meeting as a portion of your regularly scheduled
Squadron meetings. Just go into the National American Legion Legislative website (as above)
and pick an issue – a bill or a resolution and have your members write a letter on that issue at
the meeting. Sample letters are all ready on that same website. Help your squadron members by
getting your senator’s address ahead of time, provide them with pen and paper and go to it together as a unit. Help craft a letter for them or use the sample online. Help them see how easy it
is to make an impact on your Legislator for the benefit of veterans and active military.
Legislation is something that every SAL member can get involved with in their own way
and it all makes a huge difference for our veterans, past, present and future!

Americanism, by Robert Myrtle, Chairman
As go through the year and promote our programs, think like a garden. When we plant
something we expect it to grow. The core function of Americanism is to plant values of the ideas
that Americans will instill on their communities, state and nation. Teaching and observing all
things, using our time and body to teach others the great principles of our country is an unmatched joy and being faithful you will become a true soldier of justice , freedom and democracy.
At our fall Detachment Executive Committee meeting our Americanism Committee met to
discuss our agenda for the year to include the following: It is important that we get as many sons
as possible throughout the state to sign up for the American Legion College. Going will help
anyone learn the principles of the American legion. Boys state is for one week for high school
students to learn the operation of their local, county and state government. Our essay contest
(see page 4) is open to all New York State students. The objective is to get as many children as
possible learning about America and the Constitution through their essays. This year at MidWinter we will be giving our Vice-Commanders materials for their districts to give to their squadrons. Each year we ask that squadrons keep a record of their activities for their consolidated
report. Americanism is one of the pillars of the American legion and therefore vital to the reporting of what we do as an organization to promote all the great principles of the American legion.
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SAL Radio, by Ken Kraetzer
SAL Radio traveled to two road games recently, at Temple in Philadelphia and to University of Buffalo. We were also invited in October to cover the presentation of the Thayer Award to
former FBI Director Robert Mueller. Just before Veterans Day #SALRadio was invited to West
Point to conduct an exclusive video interview with Patrick Murphy, Under Secretary of the Army.
In December we will be covering our eighth
Army-Navy Game. Thanks to studio colleagues
John Chuhran, Jack McGuirk, Col. Sam Houston,
and Lt. Col. Ryan Remley who covered Army road
games for us. We are in need of writers to edit narratives form our video, please call if you can assist.
Our partner in the project to update the monuments and build a walkway at Chaplains Hill, Rear
Admiral Adm. Harold Robinson and I met on Sept.
21st with Army officials including the Chief of Staff. A
representative of the American Legion DC office
joined us. We presented plans to update the Protestant Chaplains Monument, donate an interfaith footstone to honor chaplains who have died in
service Post 9-11 with room for the future, and the eventual plan for a walkway. The update to
the Protestant Monument of chaplains who died in Korea, Vietnam, Cold War, was welcomed as
it is an update to an existing monument. We are proposing that the walkway which will facilitate
visits to Chaplains Hill for groups from scouts to Honor Flights be part of the American Legion’s
100th anniversary projects. We continue to be in need of biographical research of the over 100
chaplains honored at Arlington. Please let me know if you have time, or have a group students
or scouts who like to try doing on-line searches.

From the Adjutant’s Desk (con’t from page 3)
KEYS of Sherrill, New York, was awarded $5,362 for their project, "KEYS Music Toolkits: Delivering Music, Hope and Smiles to Kids Battling Cancer." This project will provide research and
information on the benefits of music and music therapy in the treatment of pediatric cancer patients. The Sons of The American Legion supports this grant.
Shwachman-Diamond Syndrome Foundation of Avon, New York, was awarded $4,449 for
their project, " I Have SDS." This grant will produce books on SDS and educate hospitals, clinics, physicians and families on this rare bone marrow failure disease.
The Detachment has a CWF goal of $1.15 per member this year and we currently have
donated $3,030 or $0.24 per member. Please consider a donation from your Squadron. Many
Squadrons make this an annual set amount donation. Our Detachment can do a much better job
in support of this program. Your help is appreciated!
On a final note, please remember to keep a record of your hours and donations for the
year. The purpose of this task is to make it easier to complete the Consolidated Squadron Report. We need to have more than 30% of our Squadrons reporting. The information tallied and
totaled from across the Nation is compiled into a report provided to Congress by The American
Legion. Please assist in this endeavor, let us know all of the good coming out of your Squadron!
Robert J. Avery , Detachment Adjutant
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Share The Pride - Build the Pride
The sun was bright on Resurrection Cemetery as the
wind blew. A young girl, with strawberry hair blowing in the
wind and sporting her maroon school uniform, placed an
American flag on the gravesite of Army Staff Sgt. Michael H.
Ollis. As she placed it in the ground, the smile on her face
showed the gratitude she had towards this soldier’s service.
The director of the cemetery wanted to make the veterans section of the cemetery look nicely decorated for Veterans Day. St. Adalbert’s principle, Diane Hesterhagen was
contacted, as the School is very active with Veterans, so the
seventh graders took a trip to the Pleasant Plains cemetery
on Nov. 4, 2016 to honor those veterans who passed away.
Members of the American Legion were present in supervising the distribution of flags by the children including
Commander Charles Navarino, Granito-Smith Post 1296, the State Commander, and the Adjutant for the Richmond County American Legion. Also present were Steven Gross, Richmond
County Sons Commander, and Anthony J. Navarino, SAL 1296 Commander.
As the children placed new flags on the veterans resting places, they removed any torn
flags that were there. At each grave, they took notice of
the markings on the stones, each one was different from
the next: World War II, Korean War, Vietnam, and even
Afghanistan. Closing the flag placing, Gross read the
beautiful poem written by John McCrae during World
War I entitled “In Flanders Field.”
On behalf of the
members of the American Legion and Sons of the
American Legion, thank you to all the children of St.
Adalbert’s for helping in supporting Veterans, and for
honoring the men and women of past wars who fought
for their country.
On a recent July 2016 motorcycle vacation trip
from Ballston Spa, New York to Greenville, Maine in
the Moosehead lake Region, I stopped by the local
American Legion Post #94. They had a sign out front
that advertised coffee and donuts from 8:30-10am.
I met Commander John V Guerin and he introduced me to the local gang including the 2016-2017
State of Maine American Legion Commander Pete
Johnson and Maine State Senator Paul T. Davis!
Upon leaving, John asked what my plans were for
dinner.
(continued on page 8)
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Squadron 234 in Action (continued from page 7)
I told him I had none and he suggested that I meet
him back at the Post at 4pm. When I arrived, there
were 2 pickup trucks parked outside. John asked if I
could fill one with folding chairs and the other with
folding tables. After completing that task we left for a
6 mile trek to the Moosetracks Family Cottages on
Prong Pond where unknown to me, the post had
sponsored a Wounded Warrior/Healing Waters weekend for 8 State of Maine Vets.
This included accommodations at Dave and
Pat Huckins Moosetrack Sunrise Cottages (fully
handicap accessible) , fly-fishing excursions with Dan
Legere, owner of the Maine Guide Fly Shop in a driftboat on the Kennebec River, camaraderie and a Post #94
farewell Chicken BBQ with all the fixings. We proceeded
to grill the Chicken,
set out the salads,
cut
Watermelon,
serve drinks and
meet our Vets. As
we cleaned up and
said our goodbyes,
the sun poked its
head out to cap off
the end to a perfect
night.
Mark D. Sharadin, SAL 234 Treasurer

Squadrons in Action: District 7
Post 457 Family member Gary Mosher presents $850
in assorted Gift Cards to the Voluntary Service Staff at
the Canandaigua VA, from a Golf League at the Post.

Steuben County Commander Kirk Jarvis looks
on as 7th District Commander Charlie Rose
presents a check to the Bath VA Medical Center , during their annual Field Days.
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For the Good Of….

Dates of Interest:
 January 10, Deadline to submit info
for Mid-Winter issue of The Liberty
 January 20-22, Department Mid Winter Conference
 February 6-March 1, 2017 Washington Conference
 March 6-7, Albany Hills Day
 March 15, American Legion Birthday
 April 16, Deadline to submit info for
Spring issue of The Liberty
 April 21-23, 2017 National Oratorical Contest
 May 6-7, Spring NEC & National
Management Institute Training
 June 9-11, American Legion Family
Homecoming
 June 30, Deadline to submit info for
Convention issue of The Liberty
 July 20-22 2017, Detachment Convention, Syracuse
 July 21-29, American Legion Boys
Nation in Washington
 August 18-24, 2017, Reno, Nevada

Future National Convention Sites & Dates:
 August 18-24, 2017
Reno, Nevada
 August 24-30, 2018
Minneapolis, Minnesota
 August 23-29, 2019
Indianapolis, Indiana
 August 28-September 3, 2020
Louisville, Kentucky
 August 27-September 2, 2021

Phoenix, Arizona

New York City Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 2017. Pictured from left: American Legion Auxiliary Department President
Debbie Kryczkowski, American Legion Department Commander
John B. Sampson, Sons of the American Legion Detachment Commander J. Bruce Ruthven.
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Squadron 574 from Hudson Falls held
their 1st monthly Breakfast of the season on September 11th.
Attending
were local Firemen, Police, Sheriff, and
EMS. Also attending was Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner. The Legion’s
Honor Guard conducted the POW/MIA
ceremony, and leaders from each group
attending spoke briefly about that day.

Sons Commander Dan Lancette was the emcee, doing a wonderful job of holding 6 moments of silence during the breakfast
reflecting what had just happened on that fateful day at that exact moment. Over 300 people attended and were served.

Public Relations Commission
The overall objective of the Public Relations Commission is
to coordinate the internal and external image and message
of the Sons of the American Legion, and promote the goals
achieved by it’s membership for all to learn and appreciate.
To accomplish that task our goal is to report all newsworthy
items in an effort to educate ourselves and others on the
activities and programs of the Sons of the American Legion.

Commander Anthony Navarino, Granito
Smith 1296 squad delivers a check and
notebooks for the McKee High School
Science Program
Annie Wilsey,
and Charlie LaHaise,
Sons
Program
and
Membership
C o or d i nat or s .
They are there
to work hard for
us
everyday,
and we thank
you both!

We need you to tell us and show us, what is taking place in
your Squadron, County, or District, what you are doing to
raise funding, and how you are providing service to our Veterans and Community. Please forward all articles and photos from your Squadron for inclusion in the MID-WINTER
issue no later than January 10th, 2017.

Send to: Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman,
4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY 14424

Email to: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com
Commission Members:
James Coates

coajam1@gmail.com

Kenneth Kraetzer

kgk914@aol.com

Kevin Harrington

kevinmrsq1231@aol.com

Timothy Van Patten II

Tbk@rochester.rr.com

William Clancy III

bill@urbanupkeep.com

