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Bath NY Squadron member and Detachment Asst Sgt At Arms David Perry, was
presented with a new Cover at the Fall
National Executive Committee meetings in
Indianapolis in October. The Cover was
placed on his head by the National Legislative Chairman with assistance from NY’s
own National Commander Doc Gibbs.
The SAL Blue Cover was presented to
David as the 2018 recipient of the National
George B. Evans Grassroot Legislative Volunteer of the Year Award. The Award recognizes outstanding efforts advocating for
legislation for our Veterans across the
Country. Congratulations David.

Value of Hours Volunteered $ 4,021,241
($24.14 National Average x 166,580 Hours)

Monetary Support Provided $

886,788

TOTAL IMPACT 2017-18 = $ 4,908,029
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
by James Coates
Greetings Fellow NY Sons of
The American Legion,
I have just returned
home from participating in the
New York City Veteran’s Day
Parade, having completed 39 of
our 62 county visitations; and 3
of our 6 National Commander
visitations. Thank you to all our
Squadron members, County,
District, and Vice-Commanders,
AL Riders, Auxiliary members
and Legionnaires, who have done so much to make our
visits informative and fun. Many of you who have heard
my message know I am very proud to be representing the
29,600 plus members of the New York Sons of The American Legion. Also, like all of you, I am proud that our National Commander for the Sons, Greg “Doc” Gibbs, also
hails from New York State.
Doc’s theme this year is “Honoring the Past, Continuing the Legacy. Along with Doc’s theme is his mission
statement, “As Sons of The American Legion we are a part
of Team 100. Help the American Legion celebrate their
100th year anniversary by having record membership numbers and record donations from the Sons!”
While most of our squadrons in the Detachment
do very well within their own posts and communities, as
an organization we fall short in supporting The Sons of The
American Legion and, by extension, The American Legion
as a larger organization. Some examples of this are membership, supporting the American Legion Child Welfare
Foundation, and supporting the Detachment of New York
Veterans Walk-A-Thon.
Doc Gibbs’ goal this year is to have 100% membership by January 31st. Paying our dues and getting membership in would give us more opportunities to increase
membership for ourselves and the American Legion Family. As of 11/2/18 the NY Legion is at 61% in membership
while the NY S.A.L. is at 27%. How can we, as Sons of The
American Legion, get ourselves ahead of the membership
game and have 100% in by the end of January instead of
the end of August? Our membership year is January 1st
through December 31st. Technically, if we are not paid by
January 1st we are delinquent. Our membership cards
come out in the summer and we start collecting dues. The
objective is to have members paid by January 1st.

We currently have less than 30% of our squadrons submitting Consolidated Reports. How do we
best communicate to our squadrons about completing
these reports? However, even with just under 30%
submitting last year our NY squadrons reported nearly
167,000 volunteer hours, which at $24/hr. in-kind contribution translates into over $4,000,000; plus an additional $887,000 in actual monetary donations towards
Americanism, Children and Youth, VA&R, Internal Post
contributions and community support. That is about a
25% increase from two years prior folks! GREAT JOB!
Imagine what those numbers could be with all of our
squadrons participating and reporting. I know many
squadrons don’t feel they have anything to report but
the fact is we do not have many, if any, squadrons
who are not doing anything. To help our squadrons,
Member Training and Development Committee is including a Saturday break out session on completing
the consolidated report at Mid-Winter in January.
New York’s contribution to The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation has been about thirty
cents per member. The National Sons of The American Legion have, by resolution, adopted the American
Legion Child Welfare Foundation as our main program
and have established a goal of $1 per member. This
year we are off to a good start as the Detachment of
New York gave Doc Gibbs a check for $22,500 for the
Child Welfare Foundation at the fall National Executive
Committee meeting in Indianapolis this past October.
This year our Children and Youth Commission is putting a big push on as we ask all of our squadrons to
participate in contributing to The American Legion
Child Welfare Foundation. A mailing will be coming out
to all squadrons with information on what the Child
Welfare Foundation is and how we can all participate.
Our Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commissions is also asking us all to support the Detachment of
New York Veterans Walk-A-Thon as a main fundraiser
for the Detachment. Proceeds are split 50% between
the Department Auxiliary President’s Project (which
this year is Final Salute Inc., an organization dedicated
to providing housing to female veterans and their children who are in need), and 50% to the Volunteer Service programs in the 13 VA Medical Centers and Fisher
House in NYS.
(Continued on the next page)
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…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK
by Robert J. Avery
The Official Call to the
Midwinter Conference and Executive Meeting is out, taking
place January 25-27 at the Red
Lion, Wolf Road in Albany, formerly the Radisson. All information is posted on the Detachment Website. Our Commissions and Committees will all
meet, and the MTD Committee
will conduct the Leadership
Training Course and Advisors
Seminar.
This Year’s SAL
Workshops are on Membership
and the CSR.
Our invited
guests are National Vice Commander Mike Cotton from Delaware, and Leading National Vice
Commander Candidate from
New Jersey, Gary Nelson.
This year’s membership
goal set by National is 29,836.
We still need 22,495 to get
there. We are at 25% and 42nd
in the Nation; 7th out of 14 Detachments in the Eastern Region. We are off to a good start,
having transmitted 1,000 more
members compared to last year.
We need 3,101 members to
reach the 35% Target Date on
November 15. Transmit on a
regular basis, and be in conformance with Target Dates!
The Child Welfare Foundation, in its 64th year, has
awarded $766,761 to 24 non
profit organizations. The grants,
determined during the annual
meeting of the Board of Directors in Indianapolis in October,
have been awarded to support
youth-serving projects that seek
to enhance the lives of children
by addressing physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual
needs. One of this year’s recipi-

ents, “Too Small To Fail” of New
York, was awarded $50,000 for
their project “Increasing Access
to Early Language Development
Resources through Diaper
Banks”. The grant will add 10
additional diaper banks in high
need communities, with a focus
on agencies that serve military
and veteran families.
A $22,500 donation, authorized by the Detachment for
CWF was presented to National
Commander Doc Gibbs at the
National Executive Committee
Meeting In October by Commander James Coates. Every
Squadron is urged to donate to
CWF; we need to show our support for Commander Gibbs!
It was an honor for me to
attend the 6th annual National
SAL Hall of Fame Banquet in
Pasadena recently to support
our first New York inductee,
PNC Christopher R. Cerullo.
Congratulations and thanks for
all you have contributed to keep
the Sons a vital part of the Legion Family. Also in attendance
from NY were National Judge
Advocate Joseph Paviglianti
who gave the formal presentation, our NEC John Chang, and
Department ANEC Bill Kearsing.
As you continue your
Squadron activities, tally your
hours and contributions to make
it easier to complete the Consolidated Squadron Report.
Only one-third of Squadrons report. Please assist in this effort
and let us know all you do. For
The Good of the Sons,
Robert J. Avery,
Detachment Adjutant
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…COMMANDER
COATES (continued)
My purpose here is to try to
help our squadrons recognize that
as a part of The American Legion
Family we are part of something
much larger than ourselves, and to
encourage Squadrons to “Create
Constancy of Purpose” in support
of our American Legion and American Legion Programs at the Squadron, District, Detachment and National levels.
We have over 400 squadrons in the Detachment of New
York and the bottom line is that if
every squadron participated by donating $500 toward the Walk-AThon and Child Welfare Foundation
the total contribution can be
around $200,000! And that is what
I mean by my theme this year,
“Creating Constancy of Purpose”.
So conduct events; They could be a
Pancake Breakfast, Selling and
Hanging Walk-A-Thon Boots at the
Post, a Chicken BBQ, Walks, and
soliciting donations from your
American Legion Family or any
combination of the previous. Don’t
make it complicated! I understand
that all squadrons cannot donate
the same and that is ok. Some will
do less, some will do more. The
important thing is that we all participate. When you do send S.A.L.
donations into Albany please make
the checks payable to the Detachment of New York S.A.L. and identify the program in the memo line;
whether it is the NEF, the Walk-AThon or CWF. Let’s all make New
York stand out this year for Doc!
James Coates,
Detachment Commander
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Veterans Day Around the Detachment
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An Editorial Message….by Gabe Cinquegrana
Helping Younger Veterans Can Benefit Us All….
In More Ways Than One
Just about everyone that watches the news or reads the newspaper is aware or has heard the terrible statistic, that
22 Veterans commit suicide EVERY DAY. But there are two not so commonly known and extremely important
facts and statistics in that number that are important for us to digest and understand:
1. Of the 22 Veterans committing suicide very day, 16 of those 22 Veterans ARE NOT enrolled in VA services or programs.
2. The largest increase in Veteran suicides, a 12.5% increase over the last 5 years, was in the group of
Veterans ranging in age between the ages of 18-34.
VA Facilities across the Country have attempted, and continue to attempt, to expand treatment and prevention
services, increase efforts to educate, and attempt new methods of Veteran outreach throughout the country and
world-wide. But as the Veterans Administration recently stated “It also requires effective networks of support,
communication, and care across the communities where veterans live and work.”
Curious that the Veteran age group that our American Legion wants to attract is the same age group that is in need
of help most from not only the VA, but from all of us as part of the Community where we and they live. So the obvious question becomes, What can we do as members of the Sons of The American Legion to affect those tragic
numbers, and fulfill our responsibilities to the Pillars of the American Legion?
Here are just a couple of suggestions:
1. Contact your local VA Hospital, Medical Center, Outpatient Clinic, or other VA Facility and ask what
you can do to support their efforts. A common responsibility we have is the care of our Veterans, so
lets try to work together to perform that responsibility.
2. Hold Open Houses that provide information about the American Legion and VA services.
3. Sponsor “Welcome Home” events where younger, as well as older Veterans, are not only reminded of
our gratitude, but provided with information and camaraderie.
4. Reach out to assist Family Readiness Groups; FRG’s are organizations of families registered with National Guards, Army, etc. who have loved ones currently deployed. They are restricted by the Department of Defense to fundraise, so they could use our help to provide support within their families, for
their children, and a connection with their active duty members.
5. Sponsor and hold “Community” events with activities for children. Sounds funny at first, but Parents
with younger children would typically be the people who could be younger Veterans in the 18-34 age
group. While their children are being entertained, at the same time showcase Legion Programs, camaraderie and benefits, and VA and Community services.
All of these possible actions are important. Getting to the Families of deployed soldiers is obviously a key, as it is a
way to serve families and children, and at the same time help to comfort their soldier with the knowledge that they
are in good hands with an organization that cares. It will make that soon-to-be Veteran aware of the good work
the Legion does before they are even become a Veteran.
And holding events for our Children and Youth is something we should already be doing, but we just put a little
twist on it to offer education to the parents at the same time, some of whom may just be young Veterans. It provides us the opportunity to get to those younger Veterans who will be bringing those children.
By working together we can help to get younger Veterans into VA services, help stem Veteran suicides, per-

haps gain new members in the American Legion Family, and continue to serve our Veterans, Children &
Youth, and Community. These are just a few of the More Ways Than One, that we can serve.
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation….by Tom Kurk
Greetings from your Detachment VA&R Commission. It is our goal to keep you informed of issues that are
important to our Veterans concerning Rehabilitation. We have an excellent Face Book page dedicated to VA&R, the
“Detachment of New York SAL Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation”, open to everyone. Please join us on Face Book
to receive up to date information. This Commission will always have an article in the Liberty, along with a supplemental article written by a commission member. Please feel free to contact myself or any commission member.
Our contact information can be found in the Detachment Directory. Our National VA&R Commission is working on a
VA&R Informational Power Point Presentation. Once completed it will be made available to all Detachments.
This year’s “They Marched For Us, We Walk For Them” Walk-A-Thon is scheduled for April 13, 2019. Once
again we are partnering with the Department of New York American Legion Auxiliary, and we will have some additional help this year as the New York State Director of the Legion Riders has agreed to participate in gaining funds
for this project. It is not too early to start planning. If you plan to contact large corporations for donations, now is
the time to do so, as they are now planning their budgets for next year. Contact your American Legion Auxiliary
Units and County organizations now to start planning for next year’s walk. At Mid Winter we will have a power
point presentation on how to correctly fill out the line items on the Squadron Consolidated Report. This is a shortened report starting next year. For example VA&R has only 12 line items in that section compared to 22 last year.
One last item we need to discuss is volunteers at our local VA Hospitals, mainly Volunteer Deputies and Representatives. The Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service National Advisory Council Executive Committee (VAVS NAC EC)
met October 18 & 19, and reported at the end of the Federal fiscal year report that the SAL had thirty (30) of its
members as Reps and Deps volunteering at VA Facilities nationwide. The third quarter report discussed at the National Convention in Minneapolis showed the SAL with only twenty five (25) Reps and Deps, a concern as 25 is the
minimum needed to remain on the VAVS NAC. This is a good sign, but the goal is to have at least one Rep or Dep at
all of the 153 VA facilities. In New York we have 6 representatives out of the 13 VA Medical Centers located in New
York State. We need to fill these vacancies. Buffalo, Batavia, Castle Point, Manhattan, Bronx, St. Albans and Northport currently have no one serving in these positions. Please make an effort to fill these vacancies. Once again
THANK YOU for all your work you do to help our veterans.
Tom Kurk, VA&R Commission Chairman

Social Media and the American Legion Family:
What does the American Legion Family need to do to proceed into the future, to make sure we have a future? Self-promotion, the one thing we can do for ourselves that we fail to do on so many levels. Go out on the
street and ask strangers who the American Legion is, and most will say “A place old veterans go to drink and tell war
stories”. Most people do not know much more than that about our organization and its programs and we are the
biggest reason they don’t know. With so many forms of mass and social media out there it is amazing that the
American Legion is not on the lips of every American, yet we often find it necessary to explain Legion history even to
our own members. Programs like Facebook and Twitter have made software user friendly when it comes to making
and maintaining pages. We need to utilize these to get our message out to our members and the community.
The American Legion has a Digital Media Resource Guide on the National website which shows forms of
communication you can use for your own Post, Squadron, or District. Facebook is a great medium for listing events,
sharing information on members, and sharing community information. I emphasize sharing of community information because we (The Legion Family) are not just here to serve Veterans we are an integral part of the community.
An example of this , my own Legion Post is an emergency shelter for our community, and the citizens in our community know this. Your Post may hold a Red Cross blood drive and Facebook and Twitter would be a way to alert your
community. Making a Facebook page and maintaining it is fairly simple and there are many guides that can be found
online to assist you. You know all that information you put on your Consolidated reports about what you did for the
previous year? Well most of our hometowns do not. Social Media is a great way to share this information. It is also
a great way to recruit new members. We are so much more than the place veterans go to drink beer and tell war
stories. We are The American Legion Family and we make a difference. Let’s start letting everyone know this.

William Baker, VA&R Commission Member
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Public Relations….by Gabe Cinquegrana
It’s no secret in life that if you want someone to know something, you need to tell them; and the more people you tell, the more people will know. That’s what Public Relations is all about folks, pure and simple.
If you want people to know that you are having a BBQ, you have to tell them; If you want people to know
that you are hosting an Open House, you have to tell them; If you want people to know what being a member in
the Sons of The American Legion or the American Legion Family is all about, you have to tell them. It’s not rocket
science, but for whatever reason we too often don’t tell people anything, and then we wonder what happened!
Take a few pictures, write-up a little story, send it to the newspaper. Sure, they may not put it in the paper,
but more than likely they will the next time. Don’t stop doing it. And let people know what you have accomplished,
and what we have accomplished. It’s not bragging, it’s informing, and there is a big difference. Keeping people informed reminds them of your name, your Organization, and it ends up being stored in their brain. So the next time
they hear something about you or the Sons they will say “Oh yea, I remember hearing about them, they do a lot”.
You’ll be hearing soon about the Child Welfare Foundation, and about how we need to direct some of our
efforts to raising funds for CWF. The information below is to inform you, and to help you inform others, and is an
example of telling you something we want you to know, so that you can tell others. Since 2001, the CWF has provided 44 Child Welfare Organizations almost $1.2Million in Grants, just in New York State. We need to tell people
that! It’s what people need to know, and you need to tell them. That’s Public Relations!
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SAL Radio….by Ken Kraetzer
Fall means Army West Point football coverage for
SALRadio as the Black Knights at 8-2 are having a third
strong season in a row under Coach Jeff Monken. As well
as Game Days at Michie Stadium, we traveled to cover
early season games at Duke, Oklahoma with visit to Fort
Sill day before exciting game tied at 21 all with 2 minutes
to go, and win at Buffalo. We focus on producing video
interviews with veterans in pregame, the National Anthem, Halftime shows, Alma Maters, and post game interviews with players and coach.
In October we were invited to cover visit by former Secretary of State Leon Panetta to Receive Thayer
Award at West Point. Check our Facebook page West
Point Football Report receiving 60,000 page views monthly.

Below: Members of the Detachment of New York Sons of The American Legion working the information table at the Veterans Expo at the
NYS Fair Grounds.
From Left: 5th District Commander Shaun Mills, Detachment Historian
Bill Ryan, National SAL Commander Greg 'Doc' Gibbs, Detachment.
VA&R Chairman Tom Kurk, Onondaga SAL Commander Bob Cox.

SAVE THE DATE
Greg “Doc” Gibbs’
National
Commander

Homecoming

April 26-27
Buffalo, New York
See Upcoming Events on the
Detachment Website
www.sonsdny.org for details
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CERULLO INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME
New York’s Past Detachment, and SAL National Commander, Chris Cerullo, was honored on November 3rd
with induction into the Sons of The American Legion Hall of Fame in Pasadena California. As a Hall of Fame
member, he will also ride on the American Legion Float on January 1st during the Rose Parade. New York
Legion Family , including Detachment NEC John Chang and Adjutant Robert Avery, attended the Ceremony.

IMPORTANT AMERICAN LEGION NEWS
The American Legion’s National Executive Committee passed resolutions during its annual Fall Meetings
in Indianapolis Oct. 17, that will hopefully assist membership in the American Legion, if it receives Congressional approval:
Resolution No. 1, "Unrecognized armed hostilities recognition," calls on Congress to declare that
the United States has been continuously engaged in a state of war from December 7, 1941 to present,
and for Congress to direct the Department of Veterans Affairs to qualify a wartime veteran as any military service personnel who served honorably under Title 10 for at least one day from December 7, 1941
to present.
Following the passing of Resolution No. 1, the NEC adopted Resolution No. 2,
"Unrecognized armed hostilities membership date change," which will change membership dates for
The American Legion. This resolution will only be put in motion once the actions of Resolution No. 1 are
approved by Congress. Once approved, membership in The American Legion will be open to the following war periods: April 6, 1917 to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to the date of cessation of armed hostilities as determined by the U.S. government.
The American Legion believes that membership in the organization should be extended to all U.S. military
personnel who served on active duty during the hostile events that are not seen as a period of war.
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride
A young Portville Squadron 814 Sons member,
Brandon Morrow, decided the need to help out
Hurricane victims. As he was a senior in high
school at the time he enlisted the help of
friends from school and other Sons members to
put on a benefit chicken BBQ.
The Squadron ended up raising $3,000; However , the next problem was deciding which organization to donate to. Another member suggested Team Rubicon, a military based relief
organization. That was the one chosen as they
seemed to have the greatest allocation of their
funds going directly to boots on the ground.
Left: New Windsor Squadron 1796 attended a Veterans Breakfast recently at
Meadow Hill School.
Right: Sgt. John Sardiello
Post 1634 had a food drive
recently, they supplied two
local food pantry’s.
Great job guys.

Above: Seeley B. Parrish Legion Family 457 in Phelps NY conducted a
Flag Retirement ceremony. Right: The 457 Sons raised $1,400 from
sales of food and concessions during their summer golf league. The
funds were presented to Robin Johnson, Voluntary Service Manager at
the Canandaigua VA for Recreation’s Music & Memories Program.
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