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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
by Joseph L. SantaCroce, Jr.
As of the time I am writing
this message, we have completed
29 Legion Family Visitations, with
a total of 40 to be completed by
Thanksgiving. The last two months
has seemed like a blur, but I have
had a wonderful time representing
our organization all over the state.
With two months to rest before we restart our schedule, I
should be energized to visit the
3rd, 7th& 8th Districts in February
and March. On behalf of my wife
and myself I want to thank all
members of the Legion Family for
making our journey rewarding and
also fun. In particular I want to
thank our Detachment Vice Commanders, District Commanders
and County Commanders for their
kindness and companionship
Thanks also to all the members of our Detachment who made
the trip to Brooklyn for our DEC
Fall Conference. I hope our Brooklyn hospitality made the trek
worthwhile for everyone. I thought
the full meeting and the Committee meetings were productive as
we now prepare for Mid-Winter
meetings in January.
I urge all squadrons/
counties/districts to try to make a
donation to one of my two projects, Operation Comfort Warriors
and the American Legion Legacy

Scholarship Fund. Also, a reminder
to all who use Facebook, please
“like” our Page (Detachment of
New York, Sons of the American
Legion), to receive updated news
and photos from the Visitations.
A note to Vice Commanders
and District Commanders, please
stress the Walkathon Fundraiser in
your counties and squadrons. I will
be looking to discuss your ideas for
raising money for our injured Veterans at Mid-Winter.
Hold the Date- Joint Homecoming scheduled for Saturday,
May 14th 2016 at the Desmond Hotel in Albany. (See Page 3).
May God continue to watch
over our troops and our veterans
and may he always continue to
Bless America.
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FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK
by Robert J. Avery
Gentlemen,
The Fall Detachment Executive Committee Meeting took
place on Saturday, October 24,
2015 at Floyd Bennett A.L. Post
#1060 in Brooklyn. On Friday of
the DEC weekend, members visited
The Brooklyn Wall of Remembrance located at MCU Park in
Coney Island, home of the Metsaffiliated Brooklyn Cyclones.
The monument stands as a
graceful and beautiful tribute to
those who made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11th, 2001.
Comprised of three 30 x 12 foot
granite walls, the Coney Island memorial contains the laser-engraved
images of 346 Firefighters, 37 Port
Authority Officers, 23 NYC Police
Officers, 3 NYS Officers, 1 Fire
Patrol, First responders and 1 K-9
Rescue dog named Sirius.
On the Wall, their portraits
form a powerful statement, reminding us these are real people behind
the names and numbers of 9/11.
Following the visitation to the
Brooklyn Wall, members dined at
Nathan’s Famous and then visited
Bay Ridge Legion Post #157.
The following day was
spent almost entirely at the Floyd
Bennett Post with a busy day of
meetings. The Executive Committee convened in the morning, recessed so that all Commissions and
Committees could meet and discuss
their plans for the upcoming year,
and then reconvened for well received reports from the various
Commission Chairs and Detachment and District Officers. Saturday
evening included a dinner at the
Post. We thank Commander SantaCroce for organizing and conduct-

ing a very successful Fall Meeting!
I thank all members who
attended in order to conduct the
initial work of the 2016 Administrative Year. Our programs are in gear
and running as we roll up our
sleeves and get to the work at hand.
We are hoping for a similar fruitful
round of meetings at our upcoming
Midwinter Conference and Executive Meeting on January 22-24,
2016 in Albany.
The Official Call is out so
please reserve your room now. As
always, the Executive Committee
encourages all members to attend,
especially those who want to learn
more about the Sons of The American Legion, the biggest program of
the world’s largest veteran’s organization. Please be sure to regularly
visit the Detachment website at
Sonsdny.org to learn more and to
keep appraised of what’s going on.
As for membership, the
35% Target Date has just passed
and we stand in 43rd place having
missed our goal by 2,000 members.
Let’s get going on the membership
guys! This year’s goal is 29,126
members and we need nearly
21,000 to get there.
On a sad note, I am sorry to
report the passing of Albert A.
Paviglianti, 92 on Tuesday, Nov. 10
at the Oneida Healthcare Center
Extended Care Facility, following a
lengthy illness. Al was a dual member and a past Advisor to the Detachment. He was a mentor to many
in both The American Legion and
the SONS. He will be greatly
missed by all.
Al was a proud WW II veteran, serving overseas with the 3rd
Division of the United States Marine Corps, and he was there when
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they raised the American flag at Iwo
Jima. Al was a member and Past
Commander of American Legion
Post No. 89 in Vestal and Post No.
1254 in Binghamton, and held many
offices in Broome County and Madison County American Legion levels.
He was a life member of
Charles Miller Post No.140 in Canastota. He was very involved with
The American Legion Boys' State of
New York, Inc., having been a counselor for more than 40 years and the
Assistant Program Director for many
years. Al was a Life Member of the
NYS and National American Legion
Press Associations. He received the
American Legion Distinguished
Citizen Award in 2011, and was inducted into the New York State Veterans' Hall of Fame, Class of 2011.
In his memory,
contributions may
be
made
to
Charles
Miller
American Legion
Post No.140, P.O.
Box 13, Canastota, N.Y. 13032,
or to The American Legion Department of New
York State, Boys'
State, 112 State
St., Suite 1300, Albany, N.Y. 12207.
Now in its 61st year, The
American Legion Child Welfare
Foundation (CWF) has awarded
$640,395 in grants to 24 nonprofit
organizations. The grant recipients
were selected by CWF’s Board of
Directors October 11th during their
annual fall meeting at the Sheraton
Hotel City Centre in Indianapolis.
The recipients have been
awarded the grants to support youthserving projects and to assist in the
dissemination of information to the
general public and to specific target
group.
(Continued of Page 3)
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(Adjutant Continued)

National Hemophilia Foundation of New York, was awarded
$17,000 for their project, “Playing
It Safe For Kids.” This grant will
fund a booklet that targets teens
and parents of younger children,
educating them on the importance
of physical activity, weight maintenance and how to be active in a
safe way when living with a bleeding disorder. Sponsored by The
Sons of The American Legion

Four of this year’s CWF Foundation’s recipients are from New
York State:
Autism Speaks, Inc. of New
York, NY was awarded $32,070
for their project, “The Transition
Tool Kit.” This grant will be a
guide for families and children on
the journey from adolescence to
adulthood. Sponsored by The Sons
of The American Legion

Songs of Love Foundation of
Forest Hills, awarded $25,000 for
their project, “Songs of Love Outreach Project.” This grant will relieve suffering and bring joy to
children who are coping with a
chr onic disability or lifethreatening illness through music.

Huntington's Disease Society of
America of New York, NY was
awarded $41,500 for their project,
“Live Out Loud: A Guide to HD
Advocacy.” This grant will provide the Huntington’s Disease
community with a comprehensive
guide to grassroots advocacy efforts, and create an awareness for
youth and young adult involvement in HD advocacy.

Children benefit from our
efforts as we continue to support
The American Legion Child
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Welfare Foundation. The Sons of
The American Legion continue as
the largest contributor to CWF. National Commander Kevin Collier’s
goal for this year is $1.50 per member. Keep that in mind as we get
R.O.C.K.E.D. (Remembering Our
Commitment, Keeping it Every
Day).
I wish the best to all Squadrons in the Detachment of New
York as they continue their work in
assisting our Nation’s veterans,
supporting our children and youth,
and for all the other good deeds
they do in their local communities!
And remember to keep a record of
your hours and donations this year
and fully report all you do on the
Consolidated Report Form which
you will receive in late winter.
For the Good of the SONS,
Robert J. Avery,
Detachment Adjutant

Legion Family Homecoming
Honoring

Department Commander Jim Yermas
Department President Jan Mahoney
Detachment Commander Joe SantaCroce

Saturday, May 14, 2016
The Desmond Hotel
Albany, New York
(More Details To Come Later)

Dinner
Tickets
$65.00/pp

Hotel
Rooms
$119.00/night
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Children & Youth Commission
The purpose of the Children and
Youth Commission is to provide
support, both volunteer and monetary, to the children of those in Service, Veterans, and the Community
at large. We shall be using the Liberty to let you know in subsequent
issues, the variety of programs we
support, what they do, and how
Squadrons can assist.
Our goal this year is to share ideas.
There are many excellent programs
and activities that take place in the
State and Nationally, and it is important to share these ideas. At
Mid-Winter we will have a CD available from the National C&Y Conference. In addition, the C&Y Commission will be conducting a seminar, which we hope you all can attend. We also hope to publish articles in upcoming Newsletters on
different topics.
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS:
Our subject this issue is Special
Olympics, which was founded in
1968 by President Kennedy’s sister
Eunice Shriver, to provide sports
and recreational opportunities to
those with intellectual handicaps,
both young and old.
There are Special Olympic Programs in cities across America, as
well as worldwide. The programs
operate year round, and culminate
in local, regional, state wide, and
national competitions, where the
participants compete for medals in
events such as bowling, track and
field, swimming, diving, and dozens
of other sports, while having fun
doing so.
In 2013 there were 65,299 participants, 4,663 coaches, and 35,299
event volunteers (like you!). There

are about 94,000 competitions a
year world-wide. As you can imagine, it takes a huge chunk of
change and lots of volunteers to
prepare and facilitate these games
despite the fact that everyone doing
it is a volunteer.
The Children and Youth Commission is asking every Squadron in
NYS to reach out to their local Special Olympics and raise funds
and/or volunteer to help.
Just
search on the internet for Special
Olympics.
Thanks, you
won’t regret it,
and you may
find that you’ll
pick up some
new
friends
for life. And
please try to
remember to
not use the
word “Retard”.

VA&R Commission Information

by: Bob Cox

The VA&R Commission has settled on a date for the annual Walk-A-Thon for VA Medical
Centers across the State. The date is Saturday April 16, 2016. We would still like to see as
many walks around the state as possible because of the visibility it gives to our organization and
the good things it provides for our Veterans.
Additionally this year we would like to see Squadrons and Groups that may not be able to
organize a walk, try to get both individual and corporate donations instead. If we push this approach, it may be possible to raise a significant amount of money through donations without the
hassle of actually holding a Walk.
The Detachment Website has been updated, so the form letters and donor forms have the
proper information. We suggest that if you are going to ask for corporate donations that you get
donation letters to the companies before the beginning of December, because many organizations are NOW budgeting for their donations for next year. The website does contain sample letters that you can personalize for individual or corporate donors. If each county and/or squadron
approached ten companies, it would make a difference statewide.
At the 5th District Ladies Auxiliary Fall Conference this week, a request was made to assist
us with the requests for corporate donations. I would like each District commander to approach
their respective District presidents and see if they would be willing to assist with getting donation
requests to companies in their area.
As always, we encourage each of you to consider volunteering at your local VA Hospital or
other veteran’s assistance facility.

VOL
LU
M EE 55ISSU
VO
UM
IS S EUE2 2

DE T A CH ME N T O F NE W YO RK NE W S LE T TE R

PAGE 5
PAGE

Americanism Essay Contest 2016 by: Bob Myrtle
Contest Information Grades 1 -5

Contest Information Grades 6 - 8

“What
America means
to me"

“What the Constitution of the
United States
means to Americans”

The contest is open to all New York State school
children in First through Fifth grades. There will be
one winner from each grade level participating.
Each winner will receive fifty dollars for themselves, and fifty dollars for their classroom.

The contest is open to all New York State school
children in the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth grades.
There will be one winner from each grade level
participating. Each winner will receive One Hundred Dollars.

The deadline for the contest is April 19th, 2016.

The deadline for the contest is April 19th, 2016.

To view and print all program documentation, go
to the Detachment Website (See Below).

To view and print all program documentation, go
to the Detachment Website (See Below).

Information Letter, Contest Flyer, and School
Information Sheet can be found under Quick
Links on the Detachment Website at

Information Letter, Contest Flyer, and School
Information Sheet can be found under Quick
Links on the Detachment Website at

www.sonsdny.org

www.sonsdny.org

Membership
by Gaither Espey
Here we are in November
and our membership is well underway. We have seen 3 target
dates come and pass by. We
have been close as a Detachment but have not reached a target date thus far. Our next target
date is December 9, 2015 for
45% of our goal.
Currently the Detachment
is at 30.16% with 8,688 members paid. This is 1,394 members short of our last target of
35%. We are in the ball park but
not quite reaching home plate.
To reach our next target of 45%,

we need to get 4,275 paid
members transmitted.
There are 20 Counties
who did reach the 35% target
with another 6 just a little off.
The top 5 Counties are Putnam 77.45%, Schoharie 75%,
Dutchess 72.42%, Clinton
67.94% and Schuyler 60.87%.
Our top 5 Districts are
doing well also with the 2nd
District leading with 42.30%.
Followed by the 9th District
36.53%, 5th District (our largest) 34.28%, 7th District
33.90% and the 4th District
32.29%.
Within the Detachment
we have 16 Squadrons who
have reached or passed the

100% goal. On a sad note,
there are many Squadrons
throughout the Detachment
who have yet to send in any
members.
We congratulate all the
Squadrons, Counties and
Districts who have reached or
surpassed our goals. We also
thank each and every one of
you for your dedicated work
towards membership.
Looking forward to
seeing everyone at our MidWinter Conference and as
always if anyone needs help
or has a question please contact myself or your District
representative of the membership commission.
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Share the Pride - Build the Pride
Representatives of Orange, Rockland
and Westchester Counties gathered at
the first District 9 Convention in recent
history. Thanks to our District 1 and 9
Detachment Vice Commander Bill
Clancy, Jr! Plans for future meetings in
each of the Five Counties were discussed and a slate of officers elected
including: Charles Duffy, Commander
District 9, Vice Commanders Barry
Goldstein, John Shimer and Joe
Guidice. Sergeant at Arms will be Sean
Martensen aided by Damon Aitchison
and Michael Palumbo. Keep an eye out
for great things from District 9!
Spencerport Sons, along with other Post 330
Family members, hosted Family Day for the
local National Guardsman's families in Rochester at the Ferris Goodridge Post Home. A
great time was had by all on a very beautiful
day. Thanks to all the Legion Family members that helped. This is what we do!!

On August 19 members
of Sons Squadron 616
in Richfield Springs took
94 year old WWII Air
Force Veteran James
(Jimmy) Andrecheck to
the Collings Foundation’s Wings of Freedom
Tour when it came to
Penn Yan, NY. Mr. Andrecheck flew 50 combat missions in Italy with the 15th
Air Force as a belly gunner.
It was a rewarding day to not only see his eyes light up
when he saw the last P-24J Liberator in the world that
still can fly at the event, but to hear stories of his experiences during
his war days
in that
Bomber. A
heads up to
the Collings
Foundation
for keeping
living history
alive.
Pictured from left:
Wayne Ainslie, Tony Griagas, Jimmie Andrecheck, Charlie West
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Commander Visitations Around The State
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Americanism(a mer’ ikaniz’ em), n. 1. devotion to or a preference for
the United States and its citizens, 2. a custom, trait, or thing peculiar
to the United States.
…..as Webster’s defines it - yes, that is what our SAL Americanism Commission is all about. Now
the Commission encompasses the Children and Youth Committee as well as the Child Welfare
Foundation Committee. Everything we do has a connection to Americanism, the country, and its
citizens.
A trait that is peculiar to the United States – that trait would be a love of country and a devotion to
serve the country and its citizens. We, as Sons, are obviously focused on the military aspect of that
devotion as well as thanking those that serve and have served our country in its time of need. From
the earliest days of our nation’s birth, citizens have shown a devotion to establish a country free
from persecution and devoted to freedom, liberty, and democracy. Those that see this as a positive
thing continue to support people who choose to serve the country, through the military, through political and public service, and those who volunteer time to help others for whatever the cause.
As we “foster and perpetuate a true spirit of Americanism” through our daily activities in the Sons
of The American Legion we transfer that love of country and value of “justice, freedom and democracy” on to our youth. Strengthening the spirit of Americanism in all our citizens has positive values
but especially when we engage the youth of our country. They are truly the citizens of tomorrow
who will carry on, not only the legacy of our organization but, the legacy established over 200 years
ago as our nation formed from a group of dedicated patriots.
Part of our overall purpose and mission is to continue to “inculcate an individual obligation to the community state and nation”. When this is done through a
spirit of Americanism the true power of the individual comes to fruition. Each
of us helping our community’s efforts in some way reflects the positive element
of Americanism that many immigrants still seek out in the U.S. today as they
leave their native lands for a better life and future.
Embrace the ideals of the Sons. Work daily to make this a better country, help
this carry on in the next generation by getting involved with our youth, start a
scout group, volunteer at a VA, or even just the simple act of going out and voting in our upcoming elections. Exercise your rights and make a difference! Let
the spirit of Americanism reflect from all you do!

Greg “Doc” Gibbs, National Americanism Commission Chairman

WALK-A-THON 2016
Saturday April 16, 2016
Go to the Detachment Website under Quick Links at www.sonsdny.org
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SAL Radio
by Ken Kraetzer
It is a neat moment when the Media Relations
Director for the US Military Academy is coordinating a press conference for Gary
Sinise and she says "Ken you have the second question".
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We can always use help with stories, if you would like more
info or would like to be a part of the SAL Radio team,
contact Ken at kgk914@aol.com or 914-450-9554.
We are making progress on our project to update and improve
Chaplains Hill at Arlington National Cemetery, while seeking partner veteran service organizations to participate. So far we have
the Brooklyn Wall of Remembrance, the Chapel of the Four Chaplains, the Jewish Chaplains Association and the Lahey-Ollinger
Foundation. It would be helpful to have the Sons, AUX and Legion
onboard. Last time support came very late in the project.
The project goals are:
1. Update the Protestant Chaplains Monument with names died in
Service since WWII, including those who perished in Korea, Vietnam, and Cold War. We received a list of USAF chaplains who
have died in service and are working with the Army and Navy on
their lists. We have an existing budget to prepare a plaque to
honor these heroes which include several chaplains who died as
North Korean prisoners of war who remain missing in action.

Our video of that media event is posted on
Facebook. Sons of the American Legion Radio reached 57,221 and 828 views on You
Tube. We attend as many special occasions
as we can at West Point in addition to home
games and practice. We have covered away
games at UConn, Penn State, and last week
with a grant from the Communications Dept of
the American Legion in Indianapolis, traveled
to the US Air Force Academy to cover the
Commander In Chief game.
We were on the field at Michie Stadium to
record the Army team presenting the French
colors as they paid tribute to those who died
and were injured in the Paris tragedy. We are
looking forward to being credentialed for the
seventh straight year for the Army-Navy
Game in Philadelphia.
We continue our Monday 2:30 PM SAL Radio
Report on WVOX 1460 AM New Rochelle
and national on www.wvox.com. Among our
guests recently was American Legion National Commander Mike Helm discussing his
trip to Guantanamo Bay Cuba.
We are finding our reach more and more
through Facebook, Twitter, and Linked In, all
these platforms accept the video interviews
we can do off smart phones. We are very
much in need of reporters around the state
and writers who can take audio reports and
publish as narratives. I try to finish every veteran and cadet interview with "Best wishes
from all of us at The American Legion".

2. Create a "Going Forward" Memorial: To honor the chaplains who died in service in recent conflicts and for future chaplain
casualties is an "Interfaith memorial". The design on this is still
open, similar to our project for the Jewish Chaplains Memorial.
3. On-Line Chaplains Biographical Database: We are working
closely with the Four Chaplains Chapel in Philadelphia to record
biographies of the 200 Chaplains honored on Chaplains Hill.
4. Provide Pathway for Chaplains Hill: Our committee commissioned a design for an American Disabilities Act compliant walkway, encouraged by the officials at Arlington. A walkway will
make Chaplains Hill a major destination within Arlington. To reduce the cost we are seeking donations of construction material
including paving stone, concrete, and retaining wall materials.
Right now our biggest need is for research assistance to finalize
the names to be honored on the Protestant Chaplains Monument. Much of our design work and updates can be found on
Facebook: Chaplains Hill, Arlington National Cemetery. Please be
in touch if you would like to help.
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Sons of The American
Legion Award Winners
at 2015 Dept. Convention presented by the
New York American Legion Press Association

WEBSITE: Past Detachment Commanders Award Sons of The American Legion:
1st PLACE: Detachment of New York
Sons of The American Legion Website
Gabe Cinquegrana, Webmaster

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
NOW is the time for students to start considering their
education goals, and how Scholarships can assist
them financially. The American Legion Family has
over a dozen Scholarships available to students.
Check them out on the Detachment Website Scholarship page at www.sonsdny.org under the Main
Menu Line PROGRAMS.
Annie & Liam, our
Sons Coordinators
at Headquarters,
are dedicated people always at your
service and always
there to help. Help
them to help you by
please adhering to
timelines and reporting information
accurately.

Public Relations Commission
(Gabe & Ed Mallicoat, NYALPA President)

2nd PLACE: Sons of The American Legion Melvin Roads Squadron 1231
www.melvinroads1231.org/sons.html Kevin Harrington, Editor
WEBSITE: American Legion Award
(Post/County/District/Department)
WINNER: Melvin Roads American Legion Post 1231
www.melvinroads1231.org - Kevin Harrington, Editor
POST PUBLICATION: American Legion Past Commanders Award: Posts
over 300 members:
2nd PLACE: Seeley B. Parish Post 457
The Bugle - J. Bruce Ruthven, Editor
All entries are judged by journalism professionals. For more info and details on
entering go to www.NYALPA.org.

The overall objective of the Public Relations Commission is
to coordinate the internal and external image and message
of the Sons of the American Legion, and promote the goals
achieved by it’s membership for all to learn and appreciate.
To accomplish that task our goal is to report all newsworthy
items in an effort to educate ourselves and others of the activities and programs of the Sons of the American Legion.
We need you to tell us, and show us, what is taking place in
your Squadron, County, or District, what you are doing to
raise funding, and how are you providing service to our Veterans and your Community. Please forward all articles and
photos from your Squadron or other activity for inclusion in
the Mid-Winter issue no later than JANUARY 15th, 2016.

Send to: Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman,
4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY 14424
Email to: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com
Commission Members:
James Coates

coajam1@gmail.com

Kenneth Kraetzer

kgk914@aol.com

Kevin Harrington

kevinmrsq1231@aim.com

Timothy Van Patten II

tsvp2@aol.com

William Clancy III

bill@urbanupkeep.com

