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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE….by Dennis George 

Commander ‘s Message 

Convention 2021 

Brothers, 

   As a proud possessor of a priceless 

heritage, it has been an incredible 

honor to represent you and our or-

ganization for the past 2 years. I have 

met many members of the American 

Legion family and have seen so much 

of our state during our visits. My 

“family” has increased by the hun-

dreds, and maybe even more. This 

has been a great experience, and one 

I will never forget.   

     

    I want to thank my Vice-

Commanders, Officers, Commission 

and Committee Chairs and their 

members for their efforts and results 

in keeping our Detachment moving 

forward.  I also, want to thank the 

District and County Officers and Sons 

for their hospitality and for every-

thing you have done. I especially 

want to thank the 30,000 Sons of the 

Detachment of New York for sup-

porting me as your Commander. 

    The list of accomplishments of our 

Detachment, over the past 2 years, is 

too long to mention here. Thank you 

for all that you have done, and are 

doing, supporting The American Le-

gion Family, our veterans and their 

families, and your communities. 

    My traveling family, Commander 

Mike McDermott and President Linda 

Tome, are my new extended family. 

Their passion for the American Legion 

and the American Legion Auxiliary 

paired perfectly with mine of the 

Sons. This is why we promoted The 

American Legion Family. 

    The most significant thank you goes 

to my wife, Kathi! Her support and 

just being there for me was so im-

portant. To paraphrase her senti-

ments, “it’s all good” and “do what 

you have to do”, kept me on track 

and energetic. 

    I wanted to keep the tradition and 

great work of our previous Com-

manders in line with future Com-

manders. I wish and hope that David 

Lee receives the incredible support 

that I have experienced. I will be 

there for him as he leads our great 

organization in 2021-2022. 

    Please remember that we are 

brothers in the same organization, 

and that “You are the Key”! 

For God & Country, 

Dennis 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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    On behalf of the Executive Committee, I welcome all members and guests to our 47th Annual Detachment 
Convention in Albany.  

    Communication is an important aspect in how we operate. To that end, the Detachment, through its website, 
email blasts and Facebook postings, strives to inform the membership of current happenings and upcoming events. 
We are improving and ever building our email database. However, we still need your help in providing email ad-
dresses on the OCF and additionally following us on FB. 

    As for membership, the July 15th report puts us at 92.84 % of goal, needing 2,187 members to reach 100%. We 
are in 26th place in the Nation. I know many are having issues with submitting membership online. If you are hav-
ing issues, you are not alone. The National American Legion has specific email to address your issue. It is 
cs2@legion.org.  Or you can call 1 (833) 253 9995. If you send an email, be specific with your issue and send in your 
membership card number. Also, there are how to videos you can get by searching training Tuesdays on the Nation-
al Legion Website.  

    2022 cards have been mailed to all Squadrons who have submitted an Officer Certification Form (OCF) for the 
2022 year.  Send in your OCF if you have not done so already. The first Target Date will arrive quicker than you 
think! 

    There is a new form this year and it will become mandatory for it to be filled out every year. It is called the 
Squadron Data Report. You must fill this out and send it to National Headquarters to dsforms@legion.org. Once 
National has the website complete your members will be able to pay their dues online every year and can setup 
recurring payments.  

I wish all members a great summer, and again thank you for being a part of this organization. Keep up the great 
work! 

Raymond Jarvis 
Detachment Adjutant 

   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...Gabe Cinquegrana

mailto:dsforms@legion.org
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In his nine years as a volunteer at Canandaigua, N.Y.’s VA Finger Lakes Healthcare System, Gabe Cinquegrana has logged over 
9,000 hours, doing everything from administrative work to using his musical talents to entertain veterans.  

Those efforts earned Cinquegrana, a member of Detachment of New York Squadron 457 and the Sons of The American Legion 
representative on the National Advisory Committee of the VA’s Center for Development and Civic Engagement, the organization’s 
2021 National Male Volunteer of the Year Award. Gabe also serves as the Detachment of  New York VA&R Chairman. 

Cinquegrana was honored with an event at Post 457 in Phelps, N.Y., on May 28.   See Link to American Legion Video  

“Gabe is deserving because he does everything with his heart. And when he’s given a task, he puts his heart and his soul into it,” 
said Detachment of New York Commander Dennis George. 

Cinquegrana volunteers in memory of his father, Michael Gabriel Cinquegrana, who served as a cook in the Navy on the USS 
Brookings from 1943-47. 

Robin Johnson, voluntary service manager at Canandaigua, said Cinquegrana “always has an idea” to improve the volunteer pro-
gram. 

“He’s always looking for ways to improve the program, and he always helps us with our needs; if we have anything, he gets other 
volunteers involved, other organizations, specifically the American Legion Family, to help us with whatever we need,” Johnson 
said. “He’s great; honestly, he’s like a staff member.” 

When the COVID-19 pandemic temporarily shut down Canandaigua’s volunteer program last year, Cinquegrana continued to work 
in the voluntary service office, assisting staff, keeping other volunteers informed and coordinating the delivery of some 3,000 
snacks and meals to front-line staff. 

“He does everything from administrative tasks to special projects; sometimes we have unique needs that are laid on the table, 
whether it’s from recreation therapy or a wish from a hospice patient, and he says, ‘Hey, I’ve got a guy for that’ or ‘I know how we 
can meet that need,’” said Regina Deck of Canandaigua’s voluntary service office. 

“The veterans are so fortunate to have him around, they really are,” said Hank Riegel, recreation therapy supervisor at VA Finger 
Lakes Healthcare System. 

For Cinquegrana, the award is “a validation that what I do is important, that the services that I’ve been able to provide, the assis-
tance that I’ve been able to give, and the differences that I’ve been able to make are important; that they do indeed make a differ-
ence. That’s really what’s important to me.” 

Cinquegrana noted when he asked his first boss out of college what he wanted him to do, the answer was “find a need and fill it.” 

“I’ve always carried that forward,” Cinquegrana said. “And it’s the same in the community; there’s so many things that take place 
in the community, so many organizations that are out there, so many needs that community members have, and I think it’s im-
portant for everyone to find what those needs are and to fill those needs. And that’s what I do.” 

https://www.legion.org/sons/252685/%E2%80%98find-need-and-fill-it%E2%80%99
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   Americanism…by Jim Daly 

    The Americanism Commission is pleased of the fact that this year we had an increased number of Essays submitted. These 
winners were announced in our previous issue. Please keep up the effort of getting the word out on these contests and hope-
fully we will have more submissions to judge next year! The information for the upcoming contests has been posted on the 
Detachment Website. 

    We are also proud to announce that Alayna Trautman is the 2021 winner of the Rocco and Virginia Cerullo Memorial Scholar-
ship. Alayna is a member of Unit #1593 in Cattaraugus County. We also had 2 previous winners that reapplied and won, they 
are Victor Gelfuso (2020) of Squadron #616 of Otsego County and Tyler Frey (2019) of Squadron #44 in Nassau County. 

    As this administrative year comes to a close, I would like to thank my fellow Americanism Commission members for their 

work over the past year: Jim Parks, Herman, Downer Jr., Gary Manzer and Jim Brown. Thanks to their hard work, they have 

made this Commission as strong as it is. 

    Flag Day 2021 has come and gone. Throughout our great Detachment of New York many Flag Retirement Ceremonies were 

held giving our nations colors a fitting and honorable disposal. Below are a couple of examples: 

Chaplains Hill, Arlington National Cemetery Update Project Receives Congressional Support 

   Colorado 5th district Congressman Doug Lamborn introduced in 
July HR 4365, The Chaplains Memorial Preservation Act to support 
our project to add 25 names to the Protestant Chaplains Monu-
ment and one name to the Catholic Monument.  Also introducing 
the bill were Rep Vicky Hartzler of MO and William Keating of MA. 

    This matches the Senate version of the bill SR 1850 introduced 
in May by Sen Raphael Warnock of GA and Sen. John Boozman of 
Arkansas.  Also in May, The American Legion National Executive 
Committee approved Resolution 17 in support of the project. 

  The bills have been referred to the House and Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committees. In order to gain passage we need as many 
people as possible to ask their Members of Congress to "Co-
sponsor" HR 4365 and Senate 1850.  We are seeing the light at 
the end of the tunnel on this six year effort but we need your 
help. Please contact your Congressional representatives and voice 
your support for these bills. Chaplains Hill Monuments at Arlington National Cemetery 

- submitted by Ken Kraetzer, Squadron 135, White Plains

Flag Retirement at the Oriskany American Legion Post #1448.   
There was participation from the Post #1448 Family,  
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 

Members of the Chili American Legion #1830 

Family participate in the Post Flag Retirement 

Ceremony. 
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(Story excerpted from NNY360.com) 

Allen-Giles Squadron #588 Sons member and Watertown, NY Police Officer Wayne W. McConnell was responding as fast as he 
could after receiving a call that a child had drowned when he hit Harris Drive and saw neighbors running down the street, 
pointing him to the back of the house where the child was out of the pool, pale and unresponsive. 

   The city police officer of more than 12 years saw the call appear on his computer inside his K-9 vehicle last week. He clicked 
on his computer and saw the early stages narrative, which said a child may have drowned, was out of the pool and not breath-
ing. 

   It was nearing 7 p.m. on June 17 when a few adults and children were at a house on Harris Drive and a 4-year-old boy fell into 
the shallow end of a pool in the backyard. Another child witnessed the boy drowning and alerted his mother. She jumped in 
and pulled her son out.   According to city police, several people, including neighbors who saw what was happening and came 
over, worked to conduct life-saving measures on the unconscious child before first responders arrived. 

  That’s when Officer McConnell, a member of  Allen-Giles Squadron #588 got the call. He was only a few blocks away on Sher-
man Street when the call came in as a child who drowned. 

    Officer McConnell got on Harris Drive, saw the people directing him to the backyard and then got on scene. He said the child 
was out of the pool, unconscious, unresponsive and wasn’t breathing.  He began doing CPR with chest compressions. He said he 
knew the child’s lungs were full of water and that his best option was to attempt to get his heart beating and the water out. 

    It could have been anywhere between one minute and two minutes of him doing compressions before there was progress, 
but it’s hard to put an exact time on it.  After that short period, the child began taking shallow breaths and spitting up water. 

    “It invigorated me to keep going,” said McConnell, who’s been a K-9 handler since 2015. “Not that I was ever going to stop, 
but I felt progress was being made in that instant.” 

    At one point he looked up and saw city firefighters arriving on scene and running around the pool. The firefighters, who are 
all paramedics, took over administering further aid. EMS personnel from Guilfoyle Ambulance Service also arrived. Mr. 
McConnell said he saw the child enter the ambulance whimpering. He began walking the child’s mother toward the ambulance. 
“She didn’t have much hope at that point,” the officer said. “So I was trying hard to comfort her.”   The 4-year-old was airlifted 
to Upstate Golisano Children’s Hospital in Syracuse and was released roughly a day later. He is set to make a full recovery. 

    “I was just doing my job,” he said. “Beyond that, I am just very fortunate that I was in the position I was in, I was where I was, 
just to make a difference. I’m a father. I have two children of my own. I can’t really put myself in their position because I have 
never been there, but I can sympathize with them.” 

Link to the full news article:   CLICK HERE 

https://www.nny360.com/communitynews/achievers/watertown-police-officer-revives-unresponsive-4-year-old-in-group-effort-to-save-drowning-child/article_c0a9ad59-6acf-522b-bf32-71e9f096b1cd.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
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Fellow Sons, 

    Welcome to the Convention edition of your detachment newsletter, The Liberty.  
I again want to thank everyone from across the Detachment for submitting your photos and articles that show us all the great 
work that our NY Sons of The American Legion do. I am very happy to be able to say that this past year I have seen pictures and 
submissions from many Squadrons that have never submitted content before! That is great news and it means that we are really 
reaching our membership!   I have always felt that Public Relations and Membership are the two most interconnected facets of 
our organization.  “Great Public Relations equals Great Membership, and Great Membership equals Great Public Relations.”  
When I see the pictures submitted of our great squadrons not only interacting with our legionnaires and veterans but also with 
the communities that they serve it means to me that we are getting our message out there and living up to the ideals and princi-
ples that The Sons of the American Legion is built upon.  Keep up the great work !  And keep those photos and articles coming!! 

Best wishes for a Safe and Healthy Summer! 
 
Joe Guidice 
Public Relations Chairman 
 
Send your submissions to me at k9bigdog@gmail.com 
 

Public Relations...by Joe Guidice 

Membership...by Daryl Ver Streate, Jr. 
Fellow Sons, 

    The past year has been interesting all the way around to say the very least. As of the most recent report dated July 8, 2021, 
the Detachment of New York stands at 28,211 members submitted with a goal of 30,557 which equals 92.32% of goal. This 
leaves us short by 2,346 Members to make 100% of our National Goal.  

    I would like to take a minute think to about our all-time high of 30,186 members that we reached just before Covid shut us all 
down. If you do the math, and subtract our current 28,211 from our all-time high of 30,186-28211, then you realize we are only 
1,975 members short of beating our all-time high of 30,186 or 93.457%. Considering the crisis that we have just begun to 
emerge from, we should all be very proud of where we stand at this moment in time with membership. Everyone has done an 
outstanding job.  

    Unfortunately, with the new system at National I have no way of knowing what squadrons are at “0” anymore because if a 
Squadron is at zero then they do not appear on the report at all.. All I am able to receive from National is one long list of Squad-
rons numbers that have paid, so if a squadrons hasn’t submitted any dues they simply are left off the report. As a result of this I 
must then sit spend many hours at my desk and manually enter each and every squadron in New York State in order to produce 
the current report you are now seeing. And all I can hope for is that all the numbers align with National and there are no 
“hiccups” before it goes out.   

    Please be patient when these reports are sent out. A lot of time is spent producing them in order to get a product that we are 
all used to seeing and enjoying. Hopefully when the new system at National has gone through its paces we will be able to auto-
matically start producing the reports again in a format we all recognize and can understand.  

    You may have heard that you can send membership transmittals to National? Please do not do this!! National sends them 
back to us at Detachment to be processed before they get sent to National. This will only cause delays. Now is the time to be 
prepared.  
“In the meantime, individual SAL membership renewal capability will have to be suspended until October 1, 2021.“ You read it 
right. Very soon individual members will have the ability to pay their dues online.  I understand there will be many questions as 
to how this will work and as soon as we have the correct information on the new system it will be passed along to our member-
ship. 

mailto:k9bigdog@gmail.com
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

On May 30th at the Michael 
A.Rawley Jr. Post 1636 in 
Brooklyn, New York a motor-
ized wheelchair was donated 
to Joshua Luciano age 23 who 
lost both his legs in a car  
accident...Thanks to Joe Hall 
Sons of the American Legion 
2nd District Commander and 
Vice Director of the American 
Legion Riders Chapter 1636 
Brooklyn, Mike Rodriguez 
Sons of the American Legion 
Kings County Commander and 
Reverend Charles Hall of the 
Kings County American Legion 
for raising the funds needed 
to purchase the chair. 

Squadron 329 Pearl River NY 
Awarded three students each a 
$2,000.00  Scholarship. 
Pictured from left to right are 1st 
Vice Commander Dan Murphy, 2nd 
Vice Commander Richie Halpin, 
scholarship awardees Clare Lynch 
and Patrick Lenihan, Commander 
Jim Notarfrancesco and scholarship 
awardee Reilly Ricciardi and  
Adjutant Gary Coyle 
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Squadron Commanders, County  and District Commanders, ALL members of the Sons, please let us know what 
you are doing and what you have accomplished in pictures and in words.  We don't need long essays, just cap-
tions to pictures showing your members in action.   (PLEASE: Send pictures in .JPG or .PNG format, and make 
them individual image files, not in collage or combined formats).   
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PR CHAIRMAN JOE GUIDICE k9bigdog@gmail.com 

Have some news or event you’d like to Share?? 

It is with heavy hearts that the members of Squadron 239, Robert J. Hydon Post in Skaneateles, announce the passing 
of Robert J. Cox on June 25, 2021. 
 
     A 29 year member of the Sons, Bob was well known not only at his home Post, but throughout the Detachment of New 
York.  Bob served multiple terms as Commander of Squadron 239, as well as Onondaga County Sons Commander and  
5th District Sons Commander.  
  
     Prior to COVID restrictions, Bob volunteered an average of 40 hours per month at the Syracuse VA hospital, and Bob started 
the tradition of Post 239 members from each branch visiting the patients at the Syracuse VA hospital on Christmas morning.  
Bob was also instrumental in revitalizing Squadron 239 from a membership in the single digits when he joined, to over 200 
members this year.  Bob led by example and inspired others to want to help him on his missions.  
 
    Whether it was organizing and executing the annual Corned Beef Topsy, Prime Rib Topsy or Sons Clam Bake, or participating 
in the placement of American flags on Veteran’s graves, setting up for and marching in the Memorial Day Parade, or designing 
and obtaining the materials for the Post’s new cook shack, Bob embodied the true character and qualities of  an ideal SAL 
member:  Selflessness and Quiet Leadership in Support of our Veterans.  Even as he battled the end stages of cancer, Bob was 
busy transitioning his years of files (ranging from formal Squadron business to his recipe for New England Clam Chowder) to 
his fellow Squadron members.   
     
    Bob’s Memorial Service on July 6 was a fitting tribute to his legacy:  over 15 Veterans and Squadron members posted an 
Honor Guard outside the funeral home, while the Auxiliary hosted a Celebration of Bob’s life back at the Post.  The Celebration 
was packed with Legion family members all of whom had great “Bob stories” to share. Bob’s quick smile and willingness to 
always help will be sorely missed, but his legacy will never be forgotten. 
                                                                                       May he rest in peace. 

mailto:k9bigdog@gmail.com

