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Commander ‘s Message 

Mid-Winter 2021 

Fellow Sons, 

I am hoping this writing is finding 
you and your families healthy and 
safe. We are in the process of 
moving forward, performing our 
duties as Sons of the American 
Legion, and getting back to nor-
mal. I am very pleased with the 
Commissions and Committees do-
ing their virtual meetings, this is 
what keeps us viable and an active 
working program of the American 
Legion. Keep up the good work! 

The first District Visitation was in 
the 6th District on October 17, 
2020, Post #616 in Richfield 
Springs.  

The second District Visitation was 
in the 5th District on October 24, 
2020, at the Stanwix Veterans & 
Men’s Club. The District was rep-
resented by all the counties and a 

wonderful evening was had by all. 

Commander Mike, President Lin-
da, and I were welcomed and 
treated to an eventful day and 
hospitality at each visit. It was a 
good feeling to be able to be with 
Legion Family. 

When 2021 arrives, we all should 
have 2021 Membership cards, as 
2020 cards will not be valid, as in-
dicated in the National Sons man-
ual. Keep those renewals coming, 
we are getting close to our target 
dates. Let’s keep NY in the fore-
front and proud of our accom-
plishments. 

We had our Fall DEC meeting, via 
Zoom, on November 1st. It was 
great seeing familiar faces and dis-
cussing our Detachment business 
and sharing what we our doing to 
support our Posts. Reports were 
submitted and we are actively 
working in our Commissions and 

Committees. 

We plan on having a Mid-Winter 
Conference, via Zoom, on January 
23, 2021. Invitations will be sent 
out by Adjutant Ray. 

  I am looking forward to the im-
mediate future when we can all 
meet and share our experiences. 
My theme still is “You are the 
Key”. Keep this in mind as we 
“Move Forward”. 

Wishing everyone a Happy, 
Healthy, and Safe 2021! 

For God & Country, 

Dennis 

 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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All Sons Members, 

     Well gentlemen, we are still living in a world of chaos.  I will repeat what I said in the last issue of The Liberty.  We 
need to help our veterans and their families, kids and their schools with their backpack programs, and communities 
with the local food pantries. Although we cannot do any large activities in our post homes, we can still do meals to 
go as fund raisers. It may be cold out, but you can still do chicken BBQ’s, etc. -  Use your imagination! We need to be 
active in our communities and we need to report it.  

     Speaking of reporting, we will still need your reports. They will be due April 30th.  As soon as National sends out 
forms they will be sent to you. We still need to keep working on membership. As there are limited members getting 
together it makes it more difficult to get members to renew. Reach out to them via phone, email, or other means. 
With everything going on sometimes we just forget. Last years award winners have been mailed out. Here is a list of 
the award winners.  
Membership  
Largest Squadron 
#0173 – District 7 – Charles Wescott 313 Members  
#0787 – District 5 – James Harvey Spire 383 Members 
#1376 – district 5 – New Hartford 498 Members  
Most New Members 
#0559 – District 8 – Samuel Darby – 32 Members 
#0239 – District 5 – Robert J. Hydon - 36 Members 
#0787 – District 5 – James Harvey Spire - 62 Members 
Greatest % over last year 
#1533 – District 10 – Arthur Clune – 470.00% 
#1610 – District 3 – North Albany - 277.78% 
#0601 – District 5 - Russell Horning – 200% 
Veterans Rehab & Rehabilitation 
UNDER 150  

1. #616      Hoeck/Purcell             6th District 

2. #814      Portville                       8th District 
#1489    North Greenbush        3rd District 

OVER 150 

1. #457      Seeley B. Parish          7th District 

2. #892      Charles Harbel            8th District 
#1040    Nathaniel Blanchard   3rd District 

Americanism 
149 And Under 
1. #616 Hugick Purcell Shepard 6th District 
2. #204 Butts Clark  8th District 
3. #1280 Cassadaga Memorial 8th District 
150 and Above 
1. #457 Seeley B. Parish 
2. #892 Charles Harbel 
3. #1040 Nathaniel Adams Blanchard 
 

Raymond Jarvis  
Adjutant  
Detachment of New York 
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VA&R Commission Report 

    The Sons of The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary are proud to announce their partner-
ship in the 15th annual American Legion Family Walk-A-Thon.  April 24, 2021 is the "official" date of the 
Walk-A-Thon, which will be “VIRTUAL” at the State-Wide level.    

    Because this will be a “Virtual” event, we will all be able to celebrate and tally the results together and 
at the same time.  That means that you don’t have to wait until then to begin.  You can start fundraising 
and collecting money NOW!  All forms and information are now on the Detachment Website, and we have 
even created a “WALK-A-THON NYS” Facebook Group where you can share the excitement, hear what oth-
ers are doing, and learn more about those we need to support. 

    Veterans and their families in New York State will always remain the focus of our Walk-A-Thon, as it has 
every year since inception.  In 2021 the Sons will be designating their share of the proceeds to the Home-
less Program at each of the VA Medical Centers and Veterans Homes in NYS, while the Auxiliary will again 
be designating their VA&R programs as their designated recipient.   

    We hope that you will take part in this annual project of the VA&R Commission, and make Walk-A-Thon 
2021 a success.  It will not be easy to succeed under the Pandemic conditions that we have to endure, but 
no less than the conditions our Veterans had to endure in serving our Country.  Remember, "They 
marched for us, its our turn now to walk for them".  
Please contact me with questions at 585-474-3427, or e-mail me at gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com  

(click here for more info) 

   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...Gabe Cinquegrana   

mailto:gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com
https://sonsdny.org/page/content/programs/walkathon
https://sonsdny.org/page/content/programs/walkathon
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   Americanism… Jim Daly  

Submitted by Daryl Ver Streate, Jr. 
Did you know…? 

    The oldest Veteran Service Organization in the United States was formed by the Continental officers 
serving under General George Washington. It is known as the Society of the Cincinnati. 

   The Society of the Cincinnati was founded by officers at the Continental Army encampment at  
Newburgh, New York, in May 1783. The organization took its name from the ancient Roman hero Lucius 
Quinctius Cincinnatus, an embodiment of civic virtue.  
 
    Membership in this organization is limited to only one descendant representing any officer at any one 
time.  

    My ancestor was Stephen Billings. Unfortunately, over time (245+years) Many documents get lost,  
destroyed, etc. Fortunately, this original document has recently made it back to my family. 

    The below image is of the original commission papers for my ancestor, Stephen Billings, into the Conti-
nental Army. I proudly belong to the Connecticut Society of the Cincinnati in honor of him. 

Military Biography of Captain Stephen Billings, Jr. 1750-1798  
by Daryl Vincent Ver Streate. Jr. 
 
8 May 1775: Enlisted as a Sergeant under Captain Spicer for the term of seven months. June of the same 
year joined a regiment at New London commanded by Col. Persons (sp)  
20 June 1775: Aforesaid marched for Boston and arrived at Roxbury in about five days and there joined 
the grand army and remained there until the 10 of December 1775 the same year and was honorably dis-
charged.  
20 June 1776: Was appointed Ensign in the Continental Army under Col. Samuel Mott.  
1 July 1776: Marched to Ticonderoga and after about fourteen days arrived at Scheensborough where he 
was under General Waterbury.  
1 January 1777: Was appointed second lieutenant in a regiment commanded by Col. Herman Swift, Esq.  
16 March 1777: Appointed Lieutenant in the Seventh Connecticut Regiment in the Army of the United 
States to take the rank such the third day November 1777.  
27 November 1781: Was appointed Captain in the Connecticut line of the Army of the United States to 
the rank such from 5 Oct 1780 until the close of the War.  
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  2021 Essay Contest  

Fellow Sons, 
 
    The Americanism Commission needs everybody’s help this year. We need to get the word out about our 
essay contests for grades 1-5 and 6-8.  There were no entries this past year. There have been some changes made 
to the contests this year to try to increase participation. For grades 1-5, the prize structure has been changed to 
$100 going to the winner of each grade level. Also, for grades 6-8 the topic has changed to pick a topic: United 
States Bill of Rights, United States Declaration of Independence or United States Constitution with the prize struc-
ture remaining $300 going to the winner of all entries. The changes have been posted on the Detachment Website. 
Please ensure we are getting this information out to our schools as soon as possible to have the most exposure to 
the students and their teachers. 
 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out to me. My email is Dalybige-
low@outlook.com.   
 As we head into fall, let’s all foster and perpetuate a true spirit of Americanism! 
Jim Daly 
Americanism Chairman 
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Children & Youth… William Clancy III  
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Membership...by Daryl Ver Streate                                      
Fellow Sons Members, 

    As of January 18th the Detachment Membership is 52.24%, with the 9th District leading at 72.79%. 
Currently there are WAY too many Goose Eggs on the Detachment Report. I urge all Members to please 
submit your membership in a timely manner. District Commanders, if you see a zero in your district 
please reach out to those squadrons and see if they need any assistance. The January 21st goal is 60%  

    Please do not forget to use the buddy check on members you have not heard from in a while.  I know 
times are tough with COVID and it has unfortunately hindered membership. We can't give up. 

   Last year was a tough year all around for everyone, everywhere. While we did not make 100% I feel it is 
important to tell you how we ended. With all things considered you should be extremely proud of your-
selves as members pulling together. The Detachment of New York ended 2020 in 32nd place with 
94.908%. We finished in 6th place in the Eastern Region. We reached 29,001 total submitted with a goal 
of 30,557. Considering how much we all pulled together in the very short time we had with our being 
Posts closed and only gradually reopening, everyone should be proud of the effort and teamwork. 

Keep up the Team Work. 

 Daryl Ver Streate, Jr. 
Detachment Membership Chairman 

Public Relations...by Joe Guidice 
Fellow Sons, 

    I hope you enjoy this latest edition of our newsletter! 
The restrictions on us all makes it difficult to find interesting things to report on during these difficult times, but as 
you can see once again our members have come through!  Thanks to everyone who has sent in an article or photos 
of the great work our members continue to do in spite of all the hardships and obstacles that have been out before 
us. Once again I am asking our members to please let us know what you are doing!  Keep sending in your pictures 
and stories year-round and we will make sure they are posted to our Detachment social media page and published 
on our webpage and in this newsletter.  Our Facebook page and our website are constantly updated so there is no 
need to wait until it’s time to publish a newsletter to send in material.   Now more than ever it’s important to get 
the message out to the world about the great work that our Sons members do to support our posts, veterans, and 
our communities. Send your submissions to me at k9bigdog@gmail.com 
 
Joseph Guidice, Jr. 
Public Relations Chairman 
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

Sgt. John Sardiello Squadron1 1634 helped their post 
with its second food drive for needy families in the com-
munity and local food pantries. They also helped install a 
new flag collection mailbox . 

John H. Secor Squadron 329 of Pearl River tradi-
tionally places a wreath every year on the day 
after Thanksgiving at both the Camp Shanks Mu-
seum monument  and at the Return Monument in 
Orangeburg, NY in honor of the service personnel 
that could not make it home for the holidays this 
year.  

Nathaniel Adams Blanchard Squadron 1040 of Delmar has been keeping busy during the COVID restrictions. 

The Squadron and Post, under the direction of Post Commander Mark Burke, conducts monthly lunch and music 
sessions at the Albany Stratton VA hospital to entertain and interact with the veterans.  Due to the restrictions 
they have had to adjust their efforts. They are conducting monthly sessions (serving Lasagna, Pizza, Ice Cream and 
Cake) by delivering food to the VA (but not entering) and providing live music via Facebook Live broadcasting to a 
number of locations inside the VA.  They are anxious to get back into the hospital and their face-to-face interac-
tions but in the meantime they are able to stay engaged and let the hospital bound veterans know that they 
aren't alone.  These sessions are a joint effort with the Sons, the Legion, Unit 1040 Auxiliary, and VFW Post 3185 
Auxiliary, locally teaming up to serve the veterans! Great Job!! 
 
Pictured below is some of the “Team” preparing meals for the VA,  and Sons member Warren Sieme providing 
some music and fellow Sons member Andy Baker and his band doing a Facebook Live show for the VA. 
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

On Veteran’s Day, Oneida Squadron 
169 held their annual Veteran’s din-
ner. This year was chicken and bis-
cuits or choice of fish fry. They served 
approximately 40 Veterans and fami-
ly at no cost to them. Afterward, 
They held their semi-annual Flag re-
tirement ceremony. Pictured from 
left to right: Regional Commandant 
of the Marine Corp League, Joe Kloss, 
Madison County V.S.O. Don Smith, 
Post #169 Chaplain, Dick White, 
Squadron #169 Commander Tim Fid-
ler, Big Brother Mentor Sam Reeder 
and his Charge and Fred Rissman. 
The squadron along with Post 169 
and Unit 169 also donated $1000.00 
to the Oneida Police Depts. “Shop 
with a Cop” program.  

A next door neighbor saw that Jim 
Daley, a WWII and Korea War 
veteran, could use some help  
clearing leaves and brush in his 
yard. Henry Cornell Squadron 234 
from Ballston Spa brought tools and 
“squadron power” to brighten up 
the day and got the job done! 

    Seeley B. Parish Squadron 457 in Phelps, recently donated $1,400 
in Walmart Gift Cards for the Holiday Program at the Canandaigua 
VA Medical Center, for Veterans in need.  Pictured is VAVS Repre-
sentative and 457 members Gabe Cinquegrana (L) receiving Gift 
Cards from PDC and 457 Adjutant J. Bruce Ruthven.  The Phelps 
Squadron provided over $9,000 in various donations to the VA in 
2020.  
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

Squadron Commanders, County  and District Commanders, ALL members of the Sons, please let us know what 
you are doing and what you have accomplished in pictures and in words.  We don't need long essays, just cap-
tions to pictures showing your members in action.   (PLEASE: Send pictures in .JPG format, and make them indi-
vidual image files, not in collage or combined formats).   
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PR CHAIRMAN JOE GUIDICE k9bigdog@gmail.com 

Have some news or event you’d like to Share?? 

The Kings County American Legion Family did a fantastic job 
collecting toys for the 2020 campaign of Toys for Tots. 

Pictured is District Commander Joe Hall ,and Kelly Hickey, 
Auxiliary member from Unit 1636 

Detachment Vice 
Commander Pete 
DeAngelis and 
his wife Liette 
shopping for 
toys. 

 

Oriskany Squadron 
1448 with the  
American Legion 1448 
Family did a drive-
through Breakfast With 
Santa on December 13. 
2020.  
Squadron Commander 
Larry Rieben is Santa. 

mailto:k9bigdog@gmail.com

