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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE….by David W. Lee
mark and have 31,000 members this
year. I know that there are eligible members out there and I know that we have
members who can get out there and sign
them up!

Commander ‘s Message
Post-Convention 2021
First let me say thank you for electing
me Commander of The Detachment of
New York Sons of the American Legion. I
am both humbled and honored to be
able to represent the over 30,000 members of the state. I will do everything in
my power to continue supporting the
work that the membership has been doing for years and the work that the Past
Detachment Commanders have done.
We will together, as The Sons of The
American Legion Detachment of New
York, show the National Sons Organization that we are “New York Strong” and
can do the work for our Veterans and
Communities better than ANY Detachment in the country! I see no reason why
we cannot surpass the 30,000-member

We have many goals for the year, but
the number one issue that I will be pushing as I travel is “Self-Reflection” and a
part
of
that
reflection
is
“COMMUNICATION”! Currently we have
email addresses for just around 50% of
the squads statewide. As email is the
official communication we use, what that
tells me is we are informing only half of
our membership about the programs and
goals that we have. There is not a business or an organization that can exist let
alone grow when it is only communicating to half of its membership. We have
amazing leadership in the Districts, Counties, Commissions and Committees but if
their information is not getting out, it
cannot move us into the future and allow
us to help our Veterans and Communities. Please, if you have not done so already, fill out an Officer Certification
Form (OCF) and submit it ASAP. This
should be done every year, even if the
officers remain the same. This is the only
way we can ensure that we have the
proper contact information to get the
word out.

As Department Commander Frank LaMarsh and Department President Mary
Farley and I start the beginning of this
year’s visitations, I would like to reach
out to the entire membership and request that each squad have at least one
member in attendance as we come into
your area for visitations. This is a time
that we can show how strong we are as
part of The American Legion Family and
show that we support not just SAL programs but also programs of The American
Legion and The American Legion Auxiliary. We could and should be prepared to
make donations not just to the SAL programs but those of The Legion and Legion
Auxiliary. I can remember seeing many
SAL members over the years in their Sons
Caps presenting checks during past visitations and I hope to see this again. Let’s
show that the donations are out here,
that we are strong, and that we are working together for the future of The Ameri- (cont’d on page 2)
can Legion, Auxiliary and Sons of The
American Legion.
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cont’d from page 1
As Commander of the Detachment of NY, I will continue to support projects from the past, such as The Child Welfare Foundation and National Emergency Fund, great programs that support so many in need. I will also have a special personal project,
Camp EAGR, part of the “Empowering People’s Independence” organization. EPI serves the Finger Lakes, Western, Southern
Tier, and Central New York regions. They are headquartered in Rochester and have offices in Syracuse and Binghamton. This
camp is attended by kids from around the entire state, because of its great reputation and how it helps these kids.
Think about it, when you and I get together at convention or our local Legion Post, we can talk about all aspects of our lives
and others understand us. We have so much in common.
The kids who attend Camp EAGR, don’t have that anywhere else but at camp. Others just don’t understand what it means to
live with epilepsy yourself or as a sibling of a kid with epilepsy, at camp they see that they are not alone. They make connections
that last beyond camp, especially with the ease of social media these days. They see that you can have a seizure, wait it out, and
then continue with your day. They see that epilepsy doesn’t stop your life. The younger kids see the older kids become counselors, head off to college, get jobs and generally succeed in life. Some need more support than others to attain those goals, but
they all see that life doesn’t stop because you have seizures. And some counselors return year and after year. Mikayla’s favorite
counselor from 2017 was at camp this year and told me that “there’s no place she’d rather be”.
Beyond raising funds for Child Welfare, NEF and all the many other programs we raise funds for, I am asking for you to consider raising funds for Camp EAGR, as my personal project.
As Detachment Commander, I will do my best to represent all members of the Detachment of New York. My phone number is
posted and if I don’t answer, leave a message and I will get back to you. I am available to all of you, to my officers and to every
blue capper across the state.
Here’s to a great year ahead.
Lastly, I want to again thank everyone in the Sons of The American Legion for having the confidence in me to serve as your
Commander. It will be my honor and privilege to see you, our cherished and treasured members at the visitations throughout
the year.
This is your organization, and you are part of the Legion family due to your loved one having served in the military. Let’s show
them the respect they earned and deserve with their service to this great nation, through participation and teamwork to move
forward not only our programs but also the programs of The American Legion.
May God continue to watch over our troops, our veterans, and their families.
David W. Lee
Detachment Commander
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FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK...by Raymond Jarvis
Fellow Members,
The Sons of The American Legion just completed their 49th Annual National Convention in Pheonix, AR a few
days ago. Our Detachment registered all its 63 delegates, with 10 in attendance, and 1 guest. James Coates won
the Charles B. Rigsby Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Volunteer of The Year Award. Mike Fox from California
was elected as our National Commander. Richard “Dickie” Huntly was elected National Vice Commander for the
Eastern Region. The appointed National Officers from New York for 2021-2022 are: Judge Advocate Joseph Paviglianti, Assistant Adjutant Robert Avery, and Assistant Sgt-at-Arms Greg Falco. As for National Commissions and
Committees, David Lee continues on the Legislative Commission, Gabe Cinquegrana continues on the VA & R Commission, William Clancy was appointed Chairman of the Internal Affairs Commission, James Coates is continuing on
the Veterans Employment & Education Commission. We also have Past National Commander Christopher Cerullo
and Past National Commander Gregg “Doc” Gibbs who serve on the National Sons of The American Legion Executive Committee. The August 26th National Membership Report indicates we are at 93.58 % and have 28,595 members for 2021. We are short of the 100% goal by 1,963 members. We are in 25th place in the Nation. Let’s get the
last renewals in for 2021 and get going on the 2022 year! Squadrons are again reminded that all dues’ transmittals
are to be mailed to the NEW Department HQ address: 1304 Park Boulevard Troy, NY 12180, or paid online through
the mylegion.org website.
Our Fall Executive Committee Meeting will be held on Saturday October 9, 2021, and will be held in Suffern, NY.
The call with all the particulars will be out in the very near future, so save the date. I am currently working on all
the changes for the 2021 – 2022 Directory. It will be posted when I have it completed, in the meantime continue to
use the 2020 – 2021 that is still posted on the website.
Raymond Jarvis
Detachment Adjutant

Detachment Commander Dennis George presents a cover and pin to Robert Avery, the first ever Honorary Detachment Commander in New York. The resolution was passed by unanimous vote today at the 47th Annual Detachment Convention in Albany.
Congratulations, Bob! And thank you for your 20+ years serving as our Adjutant.
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Past Detachment Commander Wins National VA&R Award at National Convention
Congratulations to Past Detachment of New York Commander, Jim Coates, presented with the prestigious
Charles B. Rigsby Award VA&R Award at the National Convention in Phoenix on August 28th.
Only the 2nd NYS Son to receive this National award.
Jim also currently serves as the Detachment VA&R Chairman

Squadron Helps a Veteran in Need
- article submitted by Daniel Ritz, Squadron Commander, Meyers-Ingraham Squadron 428, Ontario, NY
On a normal Friday morning while having coffee, I received a phone call asking what I was doing and if I wanted to go for a
ride. Well, my dogs are really boring, so of course I said yes rather quickly.
Our ride took us to an older place and I was introduced to a veteran who had fallen onto very hard times. He was cooking on
a hot plate and it kept popping his electrical breakers (overloading the circuit.) He had no fridge at all. He had no heat source
of any kind. Thank god it is summer. And only 2 electrical outlets As the Squadron 428
Commander, I brought this matter to the attention of our SAL Officers to see if there was
anything that we, as SAL could do to help this veteran. Thanks to the quick response and
approval of all Squadron 428 Officers to help this veteran. We were able to get a new mini
Fridge (a mini was all he had room for at present time and available wiring to run). Squadron 428 Commander Dan Ritz & Squadron 428 Vice Commander Denny Coyle were able to
purchase and deliver the fridge to the veteran the very next day. When we presented the
fridge to the veteran, stating this was from Sons of The American Legion Squadron 428 in
appreciation for his service to our nation. He had tears in his eyes, stating that we have no
clue how this will improve his life. “I go to the store and buy something as simple as lunch
meat and it goes bad in a day. And I have to keep it on floor where it’s colder” he said.
Those words were all we needed for thanks. We have also been able to provide him with a
small microwave to use instead of the hot plate. This veteran is now in the eye of the VA
and other agencies, so he will be receiving the help needed in getting his home more conferrable and able to stay in. But we all know that takes time, and this veteran needed a
few things right away. Thanks to the Sons working as a group, they were able to provide
what he needed quickly. No one should have to place food on the floor trying to keep it
cold, especially one of our veterans.
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Americanism
Henry Cornell Post 234 during WWII assisted and trained with US Army Air Corps
- article submitted by Tom Rielly, Dual Member, Henry Cornell Squadron 234, Ballston Spa, NY

With the help and training of the Henry Cornell Post 234, Ballston Spa, a unit of the AWS (Aircraft
Warning Service), the civilian arm of the Army’s Ground Observer Corp. was formed. Volunteers were
organized in May of 1941. These volunteers filled many roles in the community (Air Raid Warden, Aircraft Observers, Messengers, Fire Watchers, First Aid Personnel, Rescue Squads, and Auxiliary Police)
dedicating countless hours of their time. When fighter planes used for home air defense were pulled
and sent to Europe for the June 6, 1944 invasion, the AWS inactivation was announced on May 29,
1944.
Manuals for Air Raid Wardens, Silhouette Handbooks, Recognition Flash Cards and Observer Arm
Bands were found while checking an old cabinet at the post. The Ballston Spa Post 234 was the training
facility and the observation location.
The cupolas located above the third floor still have the pencil markings of the names of those who
served written on the wood sills.

Alan Cunningham (on right)
presents a custom made
framed World War II memorabilia depicting the Aircraft
Warning Service materials of
Silhouette Cards, Air Raid
Warden Handbooks, and an
Auxiliary Armband to
Bob Hofmann, Henry Cornell
Squadron 234 Commander.
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Public Relations...by Joe Guidice
Fellow Sons,
Welcome to the Post-Convention edition of your detachment newsletter, The Liberty. I’d like to thank Commander Lee for reappointing me to this Chairmanship and I will strive to continue to improve our newsletter and to help develop strategies to promote our organization and our Detachment and to continue to highlight the great work that our members do across our state.
Hopefully this year we will once again be able to gather together for our Mid-Winter Conference. I plan on continuing with our
Public Relations Table at the Desmond and continue our objective of trying reach out to posts that don’t have a Sons Squadron
and convince them of the value that a Squadron brings to their post. We’ll again use a multi-media display to get our message out
there. This year I’d also like to partner at Mid-Winter with another of our committees or commissions and have them share the
table with us for information and a possible fund-raising strategy for one of our great program. More on that after the Fall DEC
Meetings in October. Once again, please keep those photo and article submissions coming in!!

Joe Guidice
Public Relations Chairman
Send your submissions to me at k9bigdog@gmail.com

Share The Pride-Build the Pride

Members of Sons of the American Legion Squad 59
and Post 59 worked together placing American Flags
on Veteran’s graves at St. Joseph's and St. Anthony’s
cemetery. Pictured in front of sign with new flowers
are 1st Vice Doug McPherson, Paulette Wright, SAL
59 Commander Rod Dziduch and Adjutant/Treasurer
Larry Fiorella.

Post 59 Legion Members and SAL Squadron 59, Fredonia, NY
placed flags in honor of our Veterans for Memorial Day at St.
Joseph's and St. Anthony’s Cemeteries this past Thursday, 4/27.
Pictured from L to R; Bill Shaw, Rick Holly, Doug McPherson, Kirk
Miller, SAL Commander Rod Dziduch and Jim Wright, SAL 59 Advisor.
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride
This past June Portville Squadron 814 awarded four students “Aid to Education” awards. Each student must be furthering their
education, and had to either be a Sons member or part of the Legion Family, and had to write a short essay on “What America
Means To Me”. Below are pictures of Squadron Commander Kip Morrow with each award winner. Additionally, the Squadron
has earmarked a portion of their annual Mothers Day BBQ earnings to fund more awards to be presented later this year.

Trey Williams
Bowling Green University

New Windsor Squadron 1796 Vice
Commander Chris Eachus presents
Colonel Steward with Plaque for his
years of service as Head of the NFA
JR ROTC program. Every year,
Squadron 1796 holds a Pearl Harbor
Ceremony at the Newburgh waterfront that the JR ROTC has been a
part of. American Legion Post 1796
Commander Pifer and Vice Commander Powell also presented the
Colonel with a gift certificate.

Blake George
Syracuse University

Michael Small
Alfred State College

Torianne Morrow
Mercyhurst University

4th District Commander
Herman Downer, Jr. laid flowers
on the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier in Plattsburgh’s Old Port
Cemetery. This tomb is the first
Federal Tomb of the Unknowns
and one of 3 in NY. All three
predate the tomb in Arlington.

Candor Squadron 907 designated the replacement of their posts flag poles as their 2021 squadron project. Above are before and
after images. Members of the Post American Legion family together contributed time and money towards the completion of this
project. On 9/11 Post 907 hosted a 9/11 Ceremony to honor the victims, survivors and first responders of 9/11. One of the
speakers was Squadron 907 member Anthony Yacopino, who was an NYPD Detective at the time. During his speech he made
reference to a book titled "We're Not Leaving" by Benjamin J. Luft, M.D. This book is a compilation of powerful first-person narratives told from the vantage point of World Trade Center disaster workers, police officers, firefighters, construction workers,
and other volunteers at the site.
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride

Early on Sunday morning, August 8, 2021, Sons of the American Legion members who belong to Henry Cornell Squadron 234, of
Ballston Spa along with Legionnaires from Post 234 and a few members from the town’s VFW Post 358, partnered to give a
cleaner look to the wooded section of Woods Hollow Nature Preserve, The park attracts tourists and townspeople alike. The
cleanup was organized by Squadron member Shawn Nolan, whio was emotionally moved by the sight of so many volunteers
who helped that day. Thirty volunteers brought gloves, rakes, tree-trimming tools, a backhoe and a front loader along with
their patriotic show of pride for their community and set to work as landscape artists for the day. The teams cut back the thick,
high brush, gave the shrubs some trimming, buried a tree stump, dragged branches, removed dried leaves and filled in fresh
topsoil around flower arrangements. All of the unsightly debris was hauled away, leaving a freshly swept walkway around the
path to its bench and flagpoles. Then a new American Flag was raised atop the flagpole in the center of the park. Squadron
Commander Bob Hofmann spoke for the group saying, "We wanted to show our gratitude towards our country’s veterans, and
I’m proud to help with these volunteers who care about the town’s Veterans Park."

Have some news or event you’d like to Share??
Squadron Commanders, County and District Commanders, ALL members of the Sons, please let us know what
you are doing and what you have accomplished in pictures and in words. We don't need long essays, just captions to pictures showing your members in action. (PLEASE: Send pictures in .JPG or .PNG format, and make
them individual image files, not in collage or combined formats).
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PR CHAIRMAN JOE GUIDICE k9bigdog@gmail.com

