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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE….by Dennis George
Fellow Sons,
It has been a very busy, informative and
enlightening beginning to 2020. We had a
very successful Mid-Winter Conference, with
meeting Leading Candidate for Eastern Region
Vice Commander Richard “Dickie” Hundley,
who participated in our conference. We were
honored to have National Auxiliary President
Nicole Clapp visit and share some words with
us. The Commander’s Rally, Leadership Class,
Commission/Committee breakout sessions,
classes on submitting online membership, and
completing Consolidated Service Reports
were all well attended and productive.
The Department traveling party then completed the 62 County Visitations by traveling
to the 7th and 8th Districts. We were welcomed
and treated wonderfully, and maybe had a
little fun thrown in with our visits and messages. Thank you to our NY Legion family for
everything.
I enjoyed a great 4 days in Washington D.C.
On March 8th, I was honored and proud to lay
a wreath at the WWII Monument - Pacific in
honor of my Dad, with the New York Delegation. Then, to be with National Commander
Clint Bolt at the WWII and Korean War Monuments; and watched the changing of the
Guard at The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
and watched Commander Bolt lay a wreath at
the Tomb.
Then, on March 9th, I accompanied NY Department Commander Mike McDermott, with

the New York Delegation, to the Vietnam
Memorial Wall and watched as he put a
wreath at Section #38. Then, I was honored to
share putting a wreath at the Korean War
Monument with the Commander.
On March 10th, we met with Congressman Anthony Brindisi to discuss legislation to
benefit our veterans and the visit was very
informative and worthwhile. It was great seeing friends from other states as well, Commander Clint Bolt, Eastern Vice Commander
Gary P. Nelson, Mike Cotten, Jim Noble, and
the Sons from Jersey. Thank you, American
Legion family, for your ongoing support of
our veterans and their families.
We have been practicing “social distancing”
periods, and it is even more important to stay
positive as we fight through this crisis. I have
noticed through social media that many of our
members are communicating, some with humor and some with concern. This is a good
reminder to keep tabs – do buddy checks – on
those members that may have medical or
immune system issues.
There have been many cancellations along
the way – National Visitation for NY, Boys
State, Legion Family College, Boys Nation,
organizational meetings on the local, county,
and district levels. I encourage the Officers of
the respective organizations to continue to
communicate with each other, so that when
this crisis is past, we can “hit the road running” and continue with our mission of being
a productive program of the American Legion,

serving our veterans and their families.
Well, you all know by now that the Department and National Conventions have been
canceled, and that the incumbent Officers will
remain in place for the 2020-2021 term. This
will be in effect for the National and Detachment levels. Next year’s Department convention will be as scheduled in Westchester 2021
and we will return to Binghamton in 2022.
As a result of the changes in scheduling, I will
be your Commander for another term. This is
a privilege and I am proud to represent you.
Also, even though there are changes, this will
not stop us from attaining 100% membership
for 2019-2020. Let’s keep the process of
getting the members renewed and new
members signed up. Committees and Commissions will continue to function as normal
as possible, following existing guidelines.
Let’s keep our organization running at peak
level and be proud of what we are accomplishing. Remember: “You Are the Key”.
Be positive, stay safe, and look forward to
when we will be able to convene again.
For God and
Country,
Dennis
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FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK...by Raymond Jarvis
All Sons Members,
Just an update on where we stand today and a few notes on where we are going. The Department Convention for 2020 has been
cancelled and the Visitors Bureau has notified all the hotels of that fact and all hotel reservations have been cancelled.
The Binghamton Convention Committee is working on shifting the Convention to 2022 and we look forward to a successful transition. All elections for the 2020/2021 year have been cancelled at all levels and all sitting Officers will remain in place. Please fill out an
Officer Certification form and send it in even though your officers will be remaining in their same position. Also make sure there is a
valid email address for the Commander and the Adjutant and please make sure that everything on the form is legible. If you have open
positions you can fill them by Commander appointment and with Executive Committee approval. Please consult your Constitution and
Bylaws and/or local Legion Commander/Executive Committee for guidance.
Membership is still being processed. Please send membership in if you any. We currently have 26,175 paid, We need 4,382 members to make our goal of 30,557. The final renewal post cards from National will be sent out in a few days. Shortly thereafter National
Headquarters will start printing the 2021 membership cards. If you have members that have not paid their dues or members that have
paid but their dues have not been sent into Detachment Headquarters yet, their new cards will have 0 continuous years.
Also be advised that when you start sending your 2021 membership that national has increased their dues from $2.00 per member t
$5.00 per member. So, you will be sending $11.00 per member to Detachment Headquarters this $11.00 does not include any per
capita due to the County or District.
All Detachment awards will be given out this year when time permits. Consolidated report forms have been sent to the posts addressed to the SAL. You can also fill it out on the MYSAL page. If you use the website please print and mail a copy of the form to Detachment Headquarters at 1304 Park Blvd Troy, NY 12180 so that we have the information for our report and awards.
Several posts, although closed to the public and members, are serving Meals to Go and I urge you to patronize them. Some posts
have even purchased meals and sent them to our first responders at their local police stations, fire houses, ambulance stations and
hospitals. We are a community-based organization, and this is a great way to give back to the community. Some posts are also opening up to the Red Cross for urgently needed Blood Drives. Just be sure to check with your local health authorities for guidance and
restrictions.
In closing today, I want to thank all the entire American Legion Family on their efforts to assist their communities with food baskets,
free meals and gift bags. Please stay safe out there and follow all the guidelines from the National, State and Local authorities. We will
get through this.
Raymond Jarvis
Adjutant
Detachment of New York

Membership...by Daryl Ver Streate
Fellow Sons Members,
This has been a rather interesting year with many obstacles to overcome, seemingly one after another. I hope this finds you and
yours healthy and well. As some of you know, I have a Real Estate License and am one of the few deemed essential. Over the past
month it has been interesting to see the many changes our communities have been faced with and how we have all come to adapt
and overcome what ever challenges we have faced.
As of 27 Apr 2020 the renewal Rate for the Detachment of New York is 79.45% putting us in 6th place out of 14 for the Eastern
Region. You may have noticed that the Detachment Membership Reports are coming out on a biweekly basis. I'm happy to report
that as of now all dues transmittals are caught up at the Detachment level. Please be sure to send all transmittals to the new Troy,
NY address if submitting by mail. I am encouraging all Squadrons to start submitting all membership online. The process is very easy
and believe it or not it will take less time perhaps than filling out the paperwork and mail to Headquarters. Our current Detachment
Membership as of April 23rd is 84.37% with a national goal of 30,557. This leaves us short by 4,775 members from 100%.
As new Membership Incentive, The Detachment would like to present a prize of a dinner for 2 (up to $100)to the District Commander who submits the most members between now and June 30, 2020.
I would also like to take a moment to congratulate the 8th District Commander Ron Kuczenski who is the winner of the National
Convention incentive.
Daryl Ver Streate, Jr.
Detachment Membership Chairman
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...Gabe Cinquegrana
IMPORTANT ROLES IN SONS ORGANIZATION NEED FILLING
The National Advisory Committee (NAC) of the Department of Veterans Affairs, is comprised of 45 Nationally Certified Service Member Organizations and is regulated through the VA’s Voluntary Service Central Office in Washington. The NAC provides recommendations and advice to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on the coordination and promotion of volunteer activities within VA health care
facilities, and keeps the officers and members of participating organizations informed of volunteer needs and charitable giving. You
can safely say that the NAC can be a “game-changer”.
The Sons of The American Legion are members of the NAC to the Department of Veterans Affairs!
The NAC’s Executive Committee, is comprised of 20 of the 47 Organizations with National Certification, and is responsible for oversight and strategic planning of the NAC, and of its policies, and procedures, and program implementations. This is literally as close to
the top of the VA structure as you can get.
The Sons of The American Legion are members of the Executive Committee of the NAC!
We, as Sons, finally have a “Seat at the Table”. It is very important as Sons that we understand the importance and gravity of this,
and thereby understand why it is so important that we have a presence of a VAVS Representative and/or Deputy in every VA Facility
across the Country. We can affect change in how our Veterans are treated, what services are available to them, what the prioritization
of their needs are, and how those needs are fulfilled. But we have to be sitting at the table not only nationally, but locally, at every
VA Hospital or Medical Center.
VAVS Representatives and Deputies at each VA are invited to attend Quarterly Community Council meetings with Program Managers,
members of Leadership, and Representatives and Deputies from other local Service Member Organizations at these meetings. Their
role at the meeting is as follows:
Gain knowledge from VA’s programs and managers of the latest in treatment and priorities for Veterans.
Find out current and ongoing needs that Veterans at the VA have, as well as volunteer opportunities.
Take part in discussions involving Veteran and VA activities, and how their Organization can assist.
The VAVS Representative and Deputy is a vital conduit, and it is their responsibility to carry those messages forward into their organization. It is their role to advocate for assistance from their membership in fulfilling the needs they have been made aware of, and
recruit volunteers from their membership to become active at their VA. It is of no value to either the VA or the Sons Organization, if
the VAVS Representative or Deputy does not attend the 4 meetings a year to hear the VA’s message, and does not then carry that
message forward to the Sons membership.
The steps to becoming a VAVS Representative or Deputy are as follows:
Complete a VAVS Hospital/Medical Center Representative Certification Form, have it approved by the Detachment Commander and Department Adjutant, and mailed as instructed.
Make an appointment with the Voluntary Service Office of your VA Hospital or Medical Center, and complete the process to
become a registered volunteer.
Once the Voluntary Service has received a Certification letter from the American Legion approving your status as a Representative or Deputy, you will receive an orientation at the VA Facility.
Being a VAVS Representative or Deputy can be a rewarding experience, consuming anywhere from 8 hours a year (4 meetings x 2
hours), or as many hours as you choose if you also take on a volunteer assignment at the facility. What is most important, however,
is that you share your information and use your knowledge to let the members in your Squadron, County, District, and Detachment
know what they can do to assist the VA and our Veterans.
For additional information, forms and applications, or for questions, contact National VAVS Representative Gabe Cinquegrana at
585-474-3427 or at gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com. Thank You!
Gabe Cinquegrana
Detachment VA & R Chairman
National VAVS Representative
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Americanism… Jim Daly
What a start to the year 2020 we have had! While our State and Nation has experienced great loss during this Pandemic, it is encouraging to see local Posts, Squadrons, Units, Communities and individuals helping those that are in need during this extreme circumstance. There truly is great American spirit out there!
The Americanism Commission has posted the Essay Contests for the ’20 - ’21 year on our Detachment Website a bit early. Our hope
is that this will spark some additional interest and hopefully boost participation this upcoming year. Since this information is being
posted during our current Pandemic, please consider passing this information along to your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
and other grade school children you know in grades 1 – 5 and 6 – 8. While we encourage classroom participation, individual children
can also enter the Contest. When our current situation passes and schools are open again, please make it an initiative this year to get
the material out to your local school districts. It seems with each passing year that there is less emphasis on teaching Americanism in
our schools at an early age so if we can get our foot in the door, hopefully we can spark an interest in teaching American ideals again
in our schools!
I look forward to the day when we will see each other again in person and enjoy each other’s company. Until then, please stay safe!
Thank you in advance for your help distributing the Essay Contest materials! Copies of the Essay Contest Flyers are also available on
the Detachment website at : https://sonsdny.org/page/content/programs/americanism/2
If you have any questions, you can contact me at: Dalybigelow@outlook.com.
Jim Daly
Americanism Chairman
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Children & Youth…Bill Clancy
Comrades:
Our prayers are for your health, the health of your family and The American Legion Family.
The C&Y Committee has spent the past months encouraging Squadrons across our Nation to be bold and host a local event in support
of one of the American Legion C&Y programs.
For obvious reasons, those events are on hold as we are largely in quarantine and cannot gather for events.... BUT you can be rest
assured that once this situation passes (and it will) we will be back in action and encouraging every blue capper and every squadron to
promote our C&Y programs.
But what can we do now for our Youth?
Things are very constrained, our Nations kids are mostly home from school, a little (or a lot!) scared by this new episode in our
American history. Many can’t get to see their extended family (grandparents) due to contamination fears. In this strange time, I think
it’s important for us as Sons to reassure our youth that we will overcome this and their future and the future of our country is as
Bright as the Sun!
There are many ways to convey this message, each of you know your own kids and family best, but one solid suggestion is to make
this a teaching moment for our youth of the great challenges faced by prior generations of Americans! Our history is full of challenges
faced by American families and kids. Our earliest settlers faced deadly winters. Revolutionary soldiers’ families were sometimes forced
to quarter British troops. Settlers going West faced the unknow and the elements. The Civil War tore families apart. Two World Wars
cost so many lives and rationing and sacrifice of kids on the home front. The Great Depression. Lost POWS/MIAS left so many Kids at
home longing for a loved one, and today, so many families have members aboard in war zones.
Throughout our history American Kids faced hardships, they did their part, they overcame the challenges faced and those kids become the next generations leaders – So Too will be the case with COVID. We will conquer it and Kids will lead us to a bright future!
Carry on For God & Country and Our Children & Youth!
William Clancy, III
Detachment Children & Youth Chairman
National Children & Youth Chairman

Some thoughts on how we can help…Wayne Ainslie
Fellow Sons Members,
These are very trying times and there are many unanswered questions. I hope that everyone is healthy, staying home, and practicing social distancing as I fear we are in this for the long haul. What I do know is that you really don’t know how much you miss your
Legion family until they close down your Post and you can’t interact with them. Many of my local Posts are taking this time to do work
on their buildings, and there is no time like the present to do this work than while they are closed for regular business. If you can help
out and do something for your Post, even if it is only cleaning -which is something almost all Posts could use in some way or another
please do so. Another thing that is important is the Buddy Check, which was the subject of an email that Commander Dennis recently
sent to the entire Detachment. Please take some time and check on any of your older Legionnaires, offer to go grocery shopping for
them or maybe make them a meal and deliver it. These veterans are what we as Sons members are here to support. Membership can
also be difficult with our Posts being closed and no Squadron. or District meetings taking place, so please do your best to keep in
touch with your members and keep sending in your transmittals. In closing i’d like to pass on a little humor…
“Quarantine has turned us into dogs. We roam the house all day looking for food. We are told ‘no’ if we get too close to
strangers. And we get really excited about car rides.”
“The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the house, and their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors.”
“2019: stay away from negative people. 2020: stay away from positive people.”
“Day seven at home and the dog is looking at me like, ‘See? This is why I chew the furniture!”
Miss you guys and hope to see everybody soon. Stay healthy and if can be of help to anyone please email me at
waynecainslie@yahoo.com.
For God and Country,
Wayne C. Ainslie
“Still” Detachment Vice Commander 5/6

VOLUME 9 ISSUE 3

DETACHMENT OF NEW YO RK NEWSLETTER

PAGE 6

Public Relations...by Joe Guidice
Fellow Sons,
I hope you and your families are all safe and well and weathering this crisis. Rest assured we will get through this together and come
out stronger. I want to take a moment to share with you some ideas and strategies to help you communicate with your members and
assist you in reaching out to your communities and memberships during this challenging time.
As most of you are aware, due to social distancing and by order of the Department of New York, we cannot gather together and hold
our regular meetings and conferences. There are however, take some useful tools to take advantage of that allow us and the leadership of our organization to meet online from the safety of our own homes. A couple useful programs and apps are available at no cost
for their basic services and are very easy to set up and use. The first of these is Skype. Skype works like an Instant Messenging service
that allows group Voice, Instant Messaging , and Video Conferencing from your PC, Laptop, Smartphone and Tablets. The basic service is
completely free and very easy to set up. Once installed, you can set up and schedule meetings on specific dates should you choose to,
and send invites your members to sign up and join the meeting. This is an excellent way for your Executive Boards to meet online and
conduct your Squadron, County or District business. There is no limit to the length of your call or meeting and no limit on the amount of
participants. For an optional annual subscription fee you can also get an actual telephone number associated with the account so that
members with a “non-smartphone” or landline phone can dial in to the conference call. Skype can be downloaded from the Apple App
Store, Google Play store or downloaded at https://www.skype.com/en/ .

A similar program and app (and one that is being used by many doctors office’s for “Tele-Health” visits) is called Zoom. Zoom
works very similar to Skype, but focuses more on video conferencing. Zoom does have a limit on the amount of participants (100)
and there is a 40-minute time limit per session on a free account. The Zoom app is also available in the Apple and Google stores
and online at https://zoom.us/. It’s important to note that when using any online means to communicate to carefully safeguard
your passwords and use secure networks whenever possible.
Another important way for us to communicate and let our members and communities know what we are doing is of course
through the use of Social Media. I want to applaud all of our Squadrons, Counties and Districts that have been sending in pictures
and short news releases to our Webmaster for publication on our website and on Facebook. It is truly a great thing to be able to
see all of the great work that our Sons members are doing across the state to bring relief to our communities and our workers on
the front lines during this crisis. Our members, our veterans and our communities need to know that we are there for them,
standing ready to help, whether it’s providing meals to veterans, seniors, healthcare workers or first responders, or simply making a call for a “Buddy Check”. Getting the word out about what we are doing is important not only to the people on the receiving
end of your work but also to our organization. Knowing that someone is out there can be a huge comfort to someone during
these times and Social Media is a fantastic platform to reach people. Right now in your community the only contact that some
people may have with the outside world is their through their telephone, TV, and their computer. What better way to reach them
than by inviting them to your social media circle? And what better way to show the world the great work that the Sons of The
American Legion is doing to help during this crisis? If your Squadron doesn’t have a Facebook page yet, NOW is the ideal time to
put one together. Many of us are at home these days and have the extra couple minutes it takes to set up a page and invite your
members and contacts to join or follow it. It’s very easy to do and can be completed in just a few minutes. You may also find that
your home Post may ask for your help in creating and managing a page for them as well. If you’re a County or a District, I suggest
simply creating a Facebook Group to keep your members informed. Several of our Districts and Counties are already on board.
During this time when our movement and our ability to gather is so limited, we need to take advantage of the few opportunities
that we have to conduct an outreach in our communities. I urge you all to consider having your Squadrons join the “online
world” if you haven’t already.
Best wishes for the health and safety of you and your families.
Joseph Guidice, Jr.
Detachment Vice Commander 1/9
Public Relations Chairman
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride
Detachment Webmaster and VA&R Chairman, and National VAVS
Representative, recently performed a week long
“Coronavirus Concert Series” event on his Facebook page.
The 7 night series consisted of live solo performances by Gabe on
his page, in an effort to encourage the submission of Gift Cards to
the local VA Medical Center. Over $500 in gift cards have been
received so far from friends and family. The cards are being used
to supplement the activities for hospitalized Veterans who are not
allowed currently to leave their units, and to provide treats to the
medical staff members at the VA who are treating our Veterans.

Chautauqua County Sons of the American Legion Chaplain Diman Smith, walks
with his grand daughters Ashlynn Smith and Quinn Smith,(not pictured) for the
New York State Annual Veterans Walk-A-Thon, on April 18th 2020. The banner
in the picture displays the three emblems of the Sons of the American Legion,
the American Legion Auxiliary, and the Legion Riders, who together sponsor this
annual event. The event was scheduled to be held at Mayville Park this year but
had to be cancelled due to social distancing concerns. When told of the cancellation, County Sheriff James Quatrone e-mailed me that he will still be sending
his support and plans to walk around his property with his family in order to
honor those who serve and have served. Diman agreed and walked his family
farm property as wel. Diman's grandson Jeffery Fishgold just graduated into the
United States Army this month in South Carolina.The family hopes to honor his
service with our their own endeavors while raising funds for Veterans in need.

The Fredonia Memorial Squadron 59 Sons of the American Legion recently held their
regularly scheduled committee meeting on Tuesday, April 14, 2020 via Zoom. A new way
to conduct business in compliance with COVID 19 restrictions. Squadron 59 Commander
Rodney Dziduch opened the video meeting covering many important topics, both internal and external in nature. Seven members were in attendance via Zoom. One of the
items discussed with concern by the members is the growing need of organizations
attempting to support our families in our community who are affected by
the current COVID-19 crisis. Squadron 59 reports that they will be making 3 separate
donations of $400 to assist with the need for food that offer support to the Dunkirk and
Fredonia communities and Veterans. These donations will go to the following organizations; Fredonia Food Pantry, Chautauqua County Rural Ministry and Dunkirk-Fredonia
Meals on Wheels. Commander Dziduch, David Dengler and Larry Fiorella will assist with
this important project.
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride
Squadron 814, Portville,N.Y working on
what they call the “Legion Café”, an
event for the school students to get
some dinner before the Winter Weekend dance at school. Working are Nick
Stives,Carl Silvestri, and Sean Gardner.

On Feb. 9th Squadron 1682 donated at total of
$2500 to three very worth causes . Pictured L-R are
Roy Tschudy of Chapter 333 of the Vietnam Veterans
of America, Lorraine Greenwell of BRIDGES, Squadron
1682 Commander Justin Elmendorf, John Murphy of
Camp Venture, and Sue Branham, the Rockland
County Veteran’s Service Agency Director. The
Squadron raised the funds by holding their annual
Clam Jam Party.
The Rockland County American Legion
along with support from SAL Squadrons
and Auxiliary Units in Rockland County
donated over 3000 pairs of socks to the
Montrose VA Center. Socks are the most
in-demand item at the center and they
go through over 300 pairs per month.
Pictured L-R are: Detachment Vice Commander 1/9 Joe Guidice, Past 9th AL
District Commander Mike Brophy, Rockland County American Legion Commander Pat Casper, Voluntary Service
Specialist Ellie Schaffer, and Rockland
County Auxiliary President Maureen
Morgan.

Sons member Victor Gelfuso of Squadron 616
of Richfield Springs was the winner of the
Dept. of NY American Legion Oratorical Contest. Great job Victor!

Have some news or event you’d like to Share??
We want to hear from you!!
Squadron Commanders, County and District Commanders, ALL members of the Sons, please let us know what
you are doing and what you have accomplished in pictures and in words. We don't need long essays, just captions to pictures showing your members in action. (PLEASE: Send pictures in .JPG format, and make them individual image files, not in collage or combined formats).
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PR CHAIRMAN JOE GUIDICE k9bigdog@gmail.com
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TO:

Department Of New York American Legion Post, County Committee and District Organizations
Detachment of New York SAL Squadron, County Committee, District Organizations
NYALR Director
FROM: James W. Casey, Department Adjutant
Re:
Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19) and Its Effects on 2020 Elections
DATED: April 5th, 2020
The Department of New York Executive Committee (D.E.C.) met in special session called by Commander McDermott on April 5th, via telephone conference, regarding the current National COVID-19 Emergency, President
Trump’s National Guidelines and Governor Cuomo’s Executive Action regarding “social distancing to slow the
spread” and related limitations on the ability to physically assemble in a given space.
Of immediate concern is how this situation impacts the up and coming 2020 elections and/or conventions for
Sons’ Squadrons, Counties, Districts, Detachment, American Legion Posts, County Committees, District Organizations, to and including the Department Conventions.
THEREFORE, due to the extreme urgency and uncertainty created by the current National COVID-19 Emergency, The D.E.C., pursuant to Article XIV, Section 1, of the Department By-Laws, has promulgated and adopted Temporary Regulation No. 1, dated April 5th. 2020, which reads as follows:

“Beginning on April 5th,2020, and CONTINUING until President Trump’s National
Guidelines and Governor Cuomo’s Executive Orders regarding the National COVID-19
Emergency concerning the limitations on unnecessary travel and/or physical assembly are
lifted, CONSTITUTIONS and BY-LAWS are HEREBY TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED as they relate to
the up and coming 2020 Sons’ Squadron, County, District, American Legion Post, County
Committee and District Organization NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. THAT, UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE the elected officers of the ALR, Sons’ Squadrons, Counties, Districts,
American Legion Posts, County Committees, District Organizations, Detachment, Department
and National Convention Delegates chosen for 2019-2020 shall remain in place until their
successors are chosen at meetings to be held AFTER the limitations on unnecessary travel
and/or physical assembly are officially lifted by President Trump and Governor Cuomo and local
authorities.
Said meeting(s) should be conducted only after the respective General Membership is first
notified by either Postal mail, e-mail, or Facsimile transmission, at least five (5) days prior to
said meeting, of its date, time, place and purpose which can be held on the same day or night
and the same quorum as for all other meetings will be required to conduct business, and at
the convenience of the respective Sons’ Squadron, County, District, American Legion Post,
County Committee and/or District Organization.”
PLEASE NOTE: Planning for The Department Convention, scheduled to open on July 14, 2020 is going forward.
However, since the current situation is very fluid and subject to change daily, if it goes forward, the format it will
take is under ongoing review by the D.E.C. and Department Convention Committee. You will be advised as more
information becomes available.
In the meantime, all Chapters, Squadrons, Posts, Counties and District Organizations need to ensure that all
members of the Legion Family are helping to “maintain law and order” by following the directives of Local, State
and National health/public officials. In the meantime, Stay Healthy and Together we will BEAT this enemy!
May God Bless America, the American Legion Family, Law Enforcement, EMS/First Responders, Health Care
Workers, Volunteers and Our Women and Men in Uniform!

Michael McDermott
Department Commander

“PRO DEO et PATRIA”
James W. Casey
Department Adjutant

W. Patrick Falvey
Department Judge Advocate

