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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE….by Dennis George
Information will be released as
talks progress and restrictions are
eased.

Commander ‘s Message
Spring 2021
Greetings my Fellow Sons,

More good news, during our
virtual Mid-Winter Conference,
the Detachment voted to support
Vincent James "Jim" Troiola for National Commander of The American
Legion, 2022-2023, and donated
$35,000 to his campaign. He is a
dual member and Past Department
of NY Commander. He called me
and said he was “completely blown
away” by the donation. We also received a very nice and detailed
letter of appreciation from PDC Jim.
We wish Jim the best in his campaign.

brothers who are ill and those that
are receiving treatments, so that
we can all meet in the near future.
Keep doing your “buddy checks”
and your “squadron checks” to
help out our brothers who made
need us.
Remember that
“You are the Key”!

I hope everyone is continuing to
For God & Country,
be safe and well. This has been an
interesting and sometimes trying
Dennis
year for our organization. I want
to thank everyone for their efforts
in supporting their Posts, our
membership, our veterans and
their families, and your communities. You have proved that we are
A special Thank You goes out to
a hard-working program of the
my Officers, Commissions, and
American Legion.
Committees for all the work you
Some good news, we are in be- have done to keep our Detachment Oneida County Sons of The American Legion
ginning stages of setting up our
Commander Doug Martin presents a check
moving forward.
for $500 to Detachment Commander Dennis
State Convention. Tentatively, we
Finally, please continue keep in George for the 2021 NYS Walk-A-Thon on
are looking at having it at The DesApril 18, 2021.
mond, in Albany, from July 28-31. your thoughts and prayers our
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FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK...by Raymond Jarvis
All Sons Members,
Well, where to start for this edition of the Liberty?
First is the issue surrounding MY Legion.org. If you are an adjutant or commander and you are having issues get
connected there is help for you. National has created a special email address for you to contact them. It is
cs2@legion.org. When you email them, please include the following information, your name, squadron number,
your position, your username, a description of your issue and a
number that they can reach you at.
At this time due to the issues with mylegion.org we cannot get a squadron-by-squadron breakdown of membership.
As a Detachment we currently stand at 85.25% of our goal. We need 4506 members to achieve 100%. The 3rd and
final renewal post cards have been sent out from National. Please continue to do buddy checks to see if members in
your area need help and are all right.
We will be having a Detachment Convention. We will be following the Department of New York’s lead on this. The
Convention will be held on July 29-31, 2021 in Albany. We are limited to 100 members or less attending due to
COVID restrictions. The Convention will be by invitation only, and is limited to Executive Committee members. Per
our Constitution and By-laws this includes voting members of the Executive Committee, Non-voting members with
voice, which includes all past Detachment Commanders and Commission and Committee Chairmen. We will also
invite Commission and Committee members and Detachment staff to conduct the meetings. I will be sending out
the call to Convention shortly to those individuals via email only.
As everyone is having their elections of officers. Please remember to fill out an officer certification form and send
them in to department headquarters via mail 1304 Park Boulevard Troy, NY 12180, or email charlie@nylegion.org.
For Districts please also send a copy to me at rjarvis5@twcny.rr.com.
I know that we all have had to deal with the pandemic for over a year now, but I also know that our work for, and
our support of our Nation’s veterans has continued.

Thank you for all you do for the Sons of The American Legion!
Raymond Jarvis
Adjutant
Detachment of New York
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...Gabe Cinquegrana

S-U-C-C-E-S-S
I remember very well when I was playing football in High school (I know, back in the dark ages), hearing
the chant on the sidelines from the cheerleaders and crowd: “S-U-C-C-E-S-S, That’s the way we spell success”. That’s the same feeling I had as we conducted our 15th annual Walk-A-Thon this April in partnership
with the American Legion Auxiliary.

As of this writing we are at $20,000 and counting, with a number of Squadrons, Units, and County organizations still accumulating their funds. And this during a Pandemic!! While we may not have hit our
highest total ever, I can say that we had a wider distribution of County and Individual participation than
ever before. That is so encouraging, as it sets the stage for Walk-A-Thons in the future, and fundraising
efforts in general throughout our Detachment.
Again as of this writing, our participation has stretched from Kings County, to Chautauqua County, and
from Jefferson, Albany, Oneida, Suffolk, Ontario, Bronx, Niagara, Wayne, Livingston, Oswego, and Erie
counties in between. We have had Squadrons that have donated $2,000, Units that have raised $1,500,
Junior members who have collected $275, and lots of people who donated $5 for a Boots Poster. It has
been truly amazing and truly inspiring thus far. Please remember to get your money into HQ in Troy by
May 22!
Thank you all as well for participating on our Walk Facebook page. We got some great tips and ideas
from a wide range of people, and it was heartwarming to hear of the efforts that so many people put into
it. I also hope that everyone was able to learn from the page, as we had a number of contributors and
cheerleaders over the months. Special thanks to the Homeless Veterans Program at the VA Finger Lakes
Healthcare System for the informative interview she did for us.
So yes, S-U-C-C-E-S-S is the way we spell success! It’s also the way we spell A-P-P-R-E-C-I-A-T-I-O-N to
the great number of our Veterans, their families, and their caregivers, who will benefit from the proceeds
of our Walk-A-Thon.
On behalf of the Detachment of New York Sons of The American Legion VA&R Commission and its members, thank you for your support of Walk-A-Thon 2021. It’s the way we spell success!.
Gabe Cinquegrana
VA&R Chairman & National VAVS Representative
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Americanism…Herman Downer, Jr.
It was an honor to be asked by Americanism Chairman Jim Daiy to help him with this year's essay contest. To be
able to read what these young minds feel, “What America Means To Me” is heartwarming. It wasn't as easy a task
as one would think, and it was hard to pick one winner from all of the great essays I read. To me they are all winners for showing their love of our great Country, our Flag, our Freedom and Liberties. The winners selected for the
2021 Americanism Essay Contest are:
Grade 1 - Vivienne Riecker of Poland Central School
Grade 2 - Anthony Carpio of Fr. Vincent Capodanno Catholic Academy
Grade 3 - Emily Penrose of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Grade 4 - Jacob Cyr of Holland Patent Elementary
Grade 5 - Amina Ivackovic of P.S. 11
Grade 6 to 8 - Valarie Mangual of St. Ann School
Congratulations to the winners!
Herman Downer, Jr.
Americanism Committee

Chaplains Hill Resolution 17 Approved by The American Legion
National Executive Committee
At the May 5, 2021 National Executive Committee of the American Legion, Resolution 17 was approved supporting updates to Chaplains Hill in Section 2 at Arlington National Cemetery.
This project has been advanced for six years by members of Squadron 135 White Plains, with the support of theDetachment of New York, supporting efforts of the National Conference on Ministry to the Armed Forces, which
certifies chaplains who join the Armed Services and has jurisdiction for the Protestant Chaplains Monument.
American Legion Past National Commander Brett Reistad has been directly involved supporting project as a
spokesperson in meetings with Arlington officials. The Army veteran advanced this resolution thru his home post
and Department of Virginia last spring. The measure was approved by the American Legion VA&H Committee at a
zoom meeting on March 2, 2021.
The resolution supports the addition of 25 names to the Protestant Chaplains Memorial, one name to the Catholic Memorial, replacement of current cement Protestant Memorial with granite, and provision made to recognize
the service of Chaplains from faith groups beyond Protestant, Catholic and Jewish when the occasion may occur in
the future.
To move forward the project requires a waiver from the Secretary of the Army or approval by Congress. Necessary legislation is expected to be introduced in coming weeks.

Submitted by Ken Kraetzer
Squadron 135, White Plains
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Public Relations...by Joe Guidice
Fellow Sons,
Welcome to the latest edition of your detachment newsletter, The Liberty. I hope you enjoy this issue!
I want to thank everyone from across the Detachment for submitting your photos and articles that show us all the
great work that our NY Sons of The American Legion do. Many members contact me and ask why their photos didn’t
make it into the newsletter. The simple answer is that we receive numerous submissions from all across the Detachment and I just simply can’t fit everything in all the time. But if your submission didn’t make it this time, I keep it on
file and will try to use it in a future issue. It doesn’t hurt to send me a reminder email about your submission if it didn’t appear and I will do my best to include your content in the next issue. Also, please understand that we try to
“Spread it Around” as well. Submissions come in from every corner of our great Detachment and I like to try whenever I can to include content from Squadrons and members who are contributing for the first time and give everyone
their “moment in the spotlight”. When sending in your photos, remember to send your pictures in as single photos in
.jpg or .png format and please, No Photo Collages!!. You can send in as many photos as you like, but remember that
in most cases only one or two will be used, so decide which ones are the most important to you and let me know in
your email. Also, don’t forget to include a little caption describing what’s going on in your photo and who is in the picture.
The deadline for submissions for the next issue (Convention Issue) will be July 7, 2021.

Send your submissions to me at k9bigdog@gmail.com
Best wishes for a Safe and Healthy Summer!
Joe Guidice
Public Relations Chairman
Oneida County S.A.L. Commander Doug Martin presented a
check for $500 to Candidate for Department of NY Commander 2022-2023 David R. Riley, Sr., on April 21, 2021, for
his campaign.

Veteran Charles Navarino was recently honored with a banner
for his service that is on display on Port Richmond Ave. in Staten
Island, NY. He is pictured here with his family including Richmond County SAL Vice Commander Anthony Navarino.
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride

Richmond County Sons Commander Steve Gross and
Vice Commander Anthony Navarino presented a new
flag to a Bella Beans, a new business in their area that is
getting started during tough times. Another way that our
NY Sons help out in our communities!

The Oneida County Sons of The American Legion
recently made a $1000 Donation to the Hospice
and Palliative Care. Pictured are Rich Abel and
Gary Manzer presenting the check.

Congratulations to Jack McGuirk of Squadron 135 White Plains, NY who received an Honorable Mention in the The
American Legion Media Alliance (TALMA) contest. Jack provided weekly Veterans reporting throughout 2020 on
Monday 2:30 PM SALRADIO Report heard on WVOX1460 AM New Rochelle, and he reported on Covid 19 tragedies
at veterans nursing homes, number of Dept VA staff who died during year taking care of veterans, projects of NY
National Guard, and major military deployments. He is the only Sons of the American Legion member and NY State
Legion organization member recognized in the national contest of 23 awards announced May 4th.
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride
Yorktown American Legion Post 1009 is very active in their community
and relies heavily on Hall rentals for their income. The pandemic severely limited this income and the post was having financial difficulties
when tragedy struck in the form of their boiler needing to be replaced.
The cost of replacing the boiler would have ruined the post. That’s
when Squadron 1009 stepped in and went to work! They organized a
Go Fund Me charity campaign which raised over $15,000.00 from various donors near and far to help replace their boiler and put them back
on Financial track to stay afloat and continue to be there for the communities its serves and its Veterans. The Squadron also has been
sponsoring the Yorktown Military Tribute Banner initiative where local
residents and businesses can sponsor and dedicate a banner to their
family veteran that is hung in the downtown areas
of their community. Great work by Squadron 1009!

Over the last 4 years , Robert J Hydon Post 239 in Skaneateles has undergone significant renovations made possible by many donors in both time and funding. Driving the charge was our former and now deceased Commander
Eric Amberge, he was very instrumental in developing a plan and raising the needed funds to complete 3 of the 4
phases that have occurred. The current Commander Mark Shearer, has taken the lead and is providing the necessary leadership in conjunction with the Commander of the Sons Jeff Dove and Auxiliary President Judy Bettis. One
team, One fight is their motto! Mark and the Sons have completed a significant amount of the construction work
saving countless dollars to help the project come to fruition. Along the way local contractors and other individuals
have donated time and money to the cause resulting in a true community effort. The pictures below show both
before and during the construction and project has turned their post home at into a showcase!
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride
Over 6,000 individually wrapped snacks and bottles of water and were provided to Veterans and Health Care Professionals at the Canandaigua VA and VA Outpatient Clinic in Rochester during the first several weeks of their COVID-19
Vaccination Clinics. Items were also provided to a vaccination clinic held at the Veterans Outreach Center for Homeless Veterans. The project started as a Sons project and developed into a Legion Family project as Auxiliary, Legion,
and Riders were brought in to provide additional support. The Task Force consisted of Sons members Gabe
Cinquegrana, Bruce Ruthven, Jim Coates; Auxiliary President Linda Tome, Legion Members Tom Baker and Charlie
Ellis, and Riders and Auxiliary member Terri Wallace. $2,165 was raised by the Team to support the project.
Pictured below: Carol Strub - VA Clinic Manager, Bruce Ruthven, Ken Piazza – Associate Medical Center Director,
Gabe Cinquegrana, Charlie Ellis, Terri Wallace.

On April 19th Oneida Post 169 held their
annual Memorial Service for the USS IOWA
"47" . 32 Years ago an explosion in gun turret #2 claimed the lives of 47 sailors. Pictured from left to right are Squadron member Rodney Fisk (whose brother Gary was
one of the 47), their mother Sandy Mertz,
and Squadron member Jerry Marsh who
survived behind the blast doors. Also pictured is the marker that is in front of Post
169.

Have some news or event you’d like to Share??
Squadron Commanders, County and District Commanders, ALL members of the Sons, please let us know what
you are doing and what you have accomplished in pictures and in words. We don't need long essays, just captions to pictures showing your members in action. (PLEASE: Send pictures in .JPG or .PNG format, and make
them individual image files, not in collage or combined formats).
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PR CHAIRMAN JOE GUIDICE k9bigdog@gmail.com

