
Detachment of NY Commander James Coates and a number of other 
Sons from the 7th District of NY, escorted Veterans to religious ser-
vices on Christmas morning at the Canandaigua VA Medical Center.    
Services were held at 9am and 10am, and included Veterans from the 
VA’s Nursing Home, Dementia Unit, and Hospice Care Unit.  This was 
the District’s 10th year escorting on Christmas morning. 

 

www.sonsdny.org Volume 8 Issue 3 

THE LIBERTY 
Detachment of New York  

Sons of  The American Legion 

Suite 1300           

112 State Street 

Albany, New York 

12207 (518) 463-2215 

Mid-Winter 2019 

Sgt. John Sardiello 1634 members, including one of their younger 
Sons members and Madame President visited the veterans at East 
Neck Nursing Home in West Babylon, bringing a little Christmas joy.  

(Above) Detachment of NY NEC John Chang, 
disguised as Santa Clause, treated Children 
and Youth with smiles and gifts during the 
Christmas season.  

(Left & Below) Tim 
Fidler, Squadron 
169, 6th District, 
plays Santa with 
past Board mem-
bers to bring Christ-
mas cheer to local 
children and youth 
in the area. 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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As I write this I am 
preparing to travel to the 
Third District for visita-
tions. By Mid-Winter 46 of 
our 62 counties will be 
complete, with 16 left to 
do over the next 4 weeks. 
And I thank all of you who 
have traveled with us and 
attended the visitations. It 
has been a privilege and 
an honor for me and I look 
forward to visiting the 16 counties that are left in my 
own District 7 & neighboring District 8.  
 The message this year has been about creat-
ing that constancy in purpose in supporting our vet-
erans and American Legion Programs.    
 The message has been about continually 
educating ourselves, and at Mid-Winter this year we 
have some great opportunities with the Leadership 
Workshop and Advisors Seminar on Friday evening 
and the two breakout sessions on membership and 
completing the Consolidated Reports on Saturday 
afternoon. And don’t forget about the American Le-
gion Family College coming up this May 31st through 
June 2nd.       
 The message has been about supporting our 
own commission projects; the VA&R Commission 
Veterans Walk-A-Thon, and the Children and Youth 
Child Welfare Foundation project, and our American-
ism Commissions on-going projects to engage our 
youth. And you will hear about the status of all these 
programs and projects during our commission re-
ports at Mid-Winter.       
 And the message has been about out Na-
tional Commander “Doc” Gibbs’ call for us to 
“Honor our Past and Continue the Legacy” by having 
record membership numbers and donations from the 
Sons of The American Legion this year.    
 As I write this article our NY Detachment 
membership is just under 60% and we hope it will be 
well over 60% by Mid-Winter, but we really need to 
start doing much better.   Technically, all members   

not paid are now delinquent and risk not being eli-
gible for benefits members in good standing are 
eligible for. Great Job Putnam County (113.79%) 
and Schoharie County (100%), and the other 24 
counties who have made the 60% goal; please 
keep plugging away and send those memberships 
in, don’t hold on to them.     
 And this year our Mid-Winter Detachment 
PR charity will be the Polar Plunge for Special 
Olympics, which National Commander, Doc Gibbs, 
will be in this year.  See more details in this News-
letter, and bring a donation that you can turn in at 
Mid-Winter in support of Docs’ participation.  
 There are just over 400 squadrons in the 
Detachment of New York and we are following up 
on PDC Clancy’s Mid-Winter call to us last year, 
asking our squadrons to hold fund raising events to 
donate to the Veterans Walk-A-Thon and to the 
Child Welfare Foundation.  Just think about it, 
$500.00 per squadron is $200,000, or $100,000 
each for these two programs. Now some squad-
rons will give more and some will give less.  Really 
it is not even so much about how much a squad-
ron raises; It is more about all of our squadrons 
participating.  Two or three squadrons can team 
up, or even make the effort county wide.  We have 
just three short months left until the end of April, 
our deadline for getting CWF donations into De-
tachment and reported at National on May 4th and 
5th. So let’s get the word out and ask our squad-
rons to participate.  We can do this!   
 Oh, and by the way, this year we have 
something new to increase awareness about CWF. 
We have the “The New York SALute Band”. After 
several years of trying, a few of our more musically 
inclined Sons have put together a Classic Rock 
band and will be playing Saturday evening at the 
Desmond following the Mid-Winter Banquet.  So 
please come and join us.     
 I never tire of saying, I am very proud to be 
representing the now 30,000 plus members of the 
NY Sons of The American Legion. Thank You for all 
that you do!                          Jim Coates, Commander 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE….by James Coates 



…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

                                                by Robert J.  Avery 
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 Welcome to all members attending the 
Mid-Winter Conference, the 100th Annual for The 
American Legion Department of New York.   You 
will hopefully be able to learn more about our 
Legion Family organization, meet many other 
members, share knowledge, have a great time, 
and bring information back to your Squadron! 
 The Detachment is pleased to welcome 
National Vice Commander Michael Cotten from 
the Detachment of Delaware this year. Also visit-
ing us from the Detachment of New Jersey is 
Gary    Nelson, the Leading Candidate for Na-
tional Vice Commander.    
 Congratulations to the membership for 
attaining 100.93% of goal in 2018. Our final total 
was 29,958 members which keeps us in 4th place 
overall. We are slowly catching up with number 3 
Ohio. We now trail them by only 565 members. 
 According to the final 2018 Renewal Re-
port we ended up at 91.68%, tied for 7th place in 
the Nation with Delaware, and we are the high-
est among the largest 4 Detachments and nearly 
3 points higher than the National average which 
was 88.9%.      
 At the time of this writing, we are short 
of the 60% Target Date and need to transmit 
820 members to reach our goal. Let’s hope we 
can succeed! Please remember to recruit new 
members as we continue our usual good job in 
renewals…..which also can be higher by the way.
 National Commander Greg ‘Doc’ Gibbs is 
currently visiting other Detachments and he 
sends his very best to us here at Mid-Winter. He 
also thanks us for donating over $24,000 so far 
this year to his project the Child Welfare Founda-
tion. That amount puts us in second place in the 
Nation at $1.63 per capita. Arizona is in 1st place 
with $37,110 in donations.            
 If your Squadron has not yet made a do-
nation to CWF please do so at this time! With 
the current National Commander being from 

New York, we need to do our very best in BOTH 
membership and in support of CWF.  
 Squadrons will soon be receiving the 2019 
Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR). As a re-
minder, this form is the most important docu-
ment that you need to complete.  The compila-
tion of all volunteer hours and donations from 
Posts and Squadrons are reported to Congress 
each year by the National Commander of The 
American Legion. National only ships us enough 
for one CSR per Squadron in our Detachment. 
 Squadrons who have not received a CSR 
by mid-March should contact Albany HQ at 1-800
-ALEGION. You are reminded to complete and 
submit your CSR to Detachment HQ by April 30, 
2019 for Detachment judging. Reports will then 
be forwarded by the Detachment Adjutant to Na-
tional HQ.    Thank you for all that you do!      
       Robert J. Avery, Detachment Adjutant 
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   Americanism….Jim Daly  
 One of the "Four Pillars of Service", Americanism, is possibly the broadest area of service with which the 
Sons of the American Legion are involved and activities are seemingly endless.      
 Americanism is the love of America; loyalty to her institutions as the best yet devised by man to secure life, 
liberty, individual dignity, and happiness; and the willingness to defend our country and flag against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic. It is a vital, active, living force. Americanism means peace, strength, the will and the courage 
to live as free men in a free land. It means a friendly hand to people everywhere who respect our institutions and 
our thinking. It is not a word; it is a cause, a way of life – the best way of life ever known – a challenge and a hope 
in this world. Americanism is an ideal of loyal patriotism, religious tolerance, righteous freedom, fearless courage, 
honest integrity, abiding faith in the commanding destiny of the United States, and a fathomless love for the princi-
ples that led our forefathers to found this country. It is complete and unqualified loyalty to the ideals of govern-
ment as set forth in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. It is respect for, 
and ready obedience to, duly constituted authority and the laws of the land. It is freedom without license, religion 
without bigotry, charity without bias, and a desire to secure the blessings of liberty for our nation and for our pos-
terity.  (From the Sons of the American Legion 2016 Americanism Manual).    
 The Americanism umbrella is home to numerous programs that provide and foster healthy, wholesome 
and educational opportunities for young people, including: American Legion Baseball, Boys Nation and Boys State, 
High School Oratorical Competition, Junior Law Cadet, Junior Shooting Sports, Flag education, Cerullo Memorial 
Scholarship, “What America Means To Me” Essay contest for Grades 1-5, donations to the National Emergency 
Fund (NEF) and other community service organizations.        
 Encouragement is given for all Squadrons to participate in the Americanism Programs as listed on the Con-
solidated Report Form.                                                           Submitted By:  Dennis George, Americanism Committee 

Working together as a Family initiative, SONS Com-
mander Bob Hofmann and Past Commander Dave McDon-
ald with members of all elements of Henry Cornell Post 
#234, constructed an expansion for their Meeting Room 
while providing much needed storage, closer access be-
tween the post and the parking lot, and a new enclosed 
room to organize tables and chairs when not in use.       
 Squadron and Legionnaires offered their trades’ 
expertise, forming the manpower that accomplished the 
outdoor excavation, concrete, framing, rafters, roof, siding 
and stairs to the basement level. The indoor work included 
sheetrock, taping, insulation for the walls, preparing the 
header for the double doors, a fan, lighting and fresh paint.  
 The project manager was Dave McDonald;  Danny 

Lang and his crew did 
the excavating; Mark 
DeLong (left) and crew 
did masonry; Joe 
Bush, Bill Rossbach 
and Dave McDonald 
did the carpentry; Car-
roll Theriault and his 
son did sheetrock and 
taping. 

Sons Pitch-In For Their Legion 



PAGE 5 
DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK NEWSLETTER VOLUME 8 ISSUE 3  PAGE 5 

   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation   
 Greetings from the Detachment Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission. Here we are at the Mid 
Point of this Administrative Year and we hope your Squadrons activities have been successful. As was announced at 
the Fall DEC Meeting the New York American Legion Riders Director Bob Wallace has agreed to help with this year’s 
Walk-A-Thon. There is an update in the Walk-A-Thon Package that is addressed to the Riders with information 
geared toward the Riders. A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to the American Legion Riders for your participation. A re-
minder that the date scheduled for the Walk-A-Thon is April 13, 2019.If that date does not work in your area feel to 
pick a date is good for you but please have all proceeds sent into Detachment Headquarters by May 15, 2019.  
 This year during our Mid Winter Conference on Saturday afternoon there will be a seminar on the correct 
way to fill out the Squadron Consolidated Report. The Americanism, Children and Youth and VA&R Commission will 
be breaking down the areas of their commission that are listed in the report and explain what can and what cannot 
be reported. This will be done as a Power Point Presentation and will be available on the Detachment Website.   
 As stated before the Commission will present a different area of Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation. This 
issue features Homeless Veterans (see below) written by Commission member Diman Smith. We can make the dif-
ference in some one’s life that is forced to live in the streets. Please make Homeless Veterans a Project for your 

Squadron.   Thank You for all your time and dedication you do for our Veterans.            Tom Kurk, VA&R Chairman 

" ENDING VETERANS HOMELESSNESS" is a slide show presented by the National Veterans Employment 
and Education Commission, and is a comprehensive report on homeless issues for our Vets.  It demonstrates real 
things we as Sons can do to help.  Statistics cite a dramatic decrease in Veteran Homelessness since 2010, but in 
2016 we still have tens of thousands that are homeless.  Three issues were cited, economic hardship, health issues, 
and lack of housing.  This report identifies extra burdens and hurtles that face the homeless Veteran.  Women Vet-
erans are twice as likely to be homeless as women non-veterans.        
 The VA's National Homeless Veterans Hotline is a tool for everyone in the Legion Family for when they come 
across a Homeless Veteran. "877-4aid-vet".  Disability benefits, education, healthcare, rehab services, residential 
care, and compensated work therapy are among the services cited.  Outreach to Vets in need is part of the efforts 
made by these programs.  Substance abuse and mental health plague about 3\4 of homeless Vets.  The American 
Legion Family supports the efforts of public and private organizations that aid Homeless Veterans and their families.  
 HUD_VASH is a collaborative program between HUD housing vouchers with VA supportive services to help 
Veterans and their families who are homeless to find and sustain permanent housing.  Collecting move-in items for 
new housing is a way to help.  The VE&E page of our SAL National website can print out the Homeless Veterans bro-
chure for "First Responders".  The brochure can be given to your local law enforcement, EMTs, Fire companies , and 
other groups that might connect with our Homeless Vets.  MCVET, {Maryland Center for Veterans Education and 
Training} is given as an example of an organization which can make a difference.      
 I strongly recommend everyone review this slide show.  The information is valuable for our efforts.  Count-
less programs exist in every community across this great Nation.  Let's become aware of these and encourage action 
at the Squadron level.  Backpacks for Life is an example I came across.          
 Backpacks For Life is a 501c3 nonprofit that provides a truly unique and personalized support system 
for homeless and at risk veterans and their families that effectively bridges the gap between veterans and 
the resources available to them in three ways:  

1. Finding/maintaining housing for low income and homeless veterans  

2. Coaching and mentoring homeless and/or at risk veterans   

3. Regularly distributing backpacks filled with supplies and resources to homeless veterans 

Partnering can be a powerful tool to affect change.  Perhaps encouraging purchasing backpacks from this 
organization would put a pack at every squadron and one for needed Homeless Vets here in N.Y.  Even if you would 
make your own packs at each Post it would be a good idea.  Let's be creative.  Finally I would like to thank Tom, our 
chairman, for his guidance with this issue.  The bottom line, research proves that friendship is the best tool we have.  

Homeless Veterans are best friends,  never forget.            Submitted by: Diman Smith, 8th Dist. Vice Commander  



  Public Relations .... Gabe Cinquegrana 
 The Public Relations Commission continues to keep you informed via the Detachment Website, Social Me-
dia, and Email blasts.  We still have a fraction of our 30,000 members  as subscribers in our on-line database, so 
continue to encourage EVERYONE to subscribe on our Site.  We continue to reach out to every level in the Detach-
ment to submit information for our Newsletter The Liberty.  It is an easy and effective way to communicate and  
share your ideas and accomplishments.  PLEASE send us pictures and information to share to all!  
 Our Commission has been working closely for several month with Commander Coates and Children & 
Youth, on increasing awareness and contributions to The Child Welfare Foundation.  This is a top priority for C&Y, 
Commander Coates, and National Commander Gibbs.  A coordinated effort was recently announced by Com-
mander Coates, and PR has been active in carrying that message forward.  In fact, 3 members of the Public Rela-
tions Commission, Joe Guidice, Kevin Harrington, and myself, will be playing Rock & Roll at the Desmond on Satur-
day January 26th after the Mid-Winter Banquet Dinner.  This will be a first for THE NEW YORK SALute BAND, and 
again, this is to promote awareness for CWF and follow-up on Commander Coates’ call to Squadrons.  
 We look forward to seeing everyone at Mid-Winter, and sharing thoughts and ideas for the future.  Please 
check information included in this Newsletter on the Public Relations Project for MidWinter.  Let’s show our sup-
port for National Commander Gibbs, and make a name for the Detachment of New York. 

 As you may know, I just returned from Pasadena, Cali-
fornia where we took part in the Rose Bowl Parade, and I was 
a rider on the 100th Anniversary American Legion float.  The 
float featured your leadership team of myself, Auxiliary Presi-
dent Kathy Dungan, and National Legion Commander Brett 
Reistad.  Along with us were 4 Medal of Honor Recipients each 
from one of the war eras: WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and Afghani-
stan.  Also National Adjutant Anthony Wright and second lead-
ing candidate for Cmdr. Michael Fox, several active duty ser-
vice members, as well as three service recruiters from the Army, Coast Guard, and Marine Corps.  We rode the 5 ½ 
mile parade route, appeared on national television, and made the front page of the LA Times the next day.  All in all 
it was a great visit.   I managed to attend three different posts while in the area and was welcomed enthusiastically 
by Sons at every stop. I was honored to represent all 370,000 members while attending and was given a $2500 
check for CWF while there.             
 I apologize for missing the NY Midwinter Conference, first I’ve missed since I can’t remember.   I will be at 
the Detachment of Maryland for their Midwinter Conference and engaged in the Polar Plunge they hold every year. 
It would be great if you could help me raise a few dollars for their charity, the Special Olympics, while I make the 
plunge into the chilly Chesapeake Bay on Friday, January 25th at noon. This is Maryland’s official charity and has 
been their main one for several years. You can go into the website  www.plungemd.com.  Under Find A Participant  
enter GIBBS in last name. On the next screen click on my name in red Gibbs, Greg “Doc”.  Then click Donate Now 
and complete the donation information.   As part of the American Legion Family group, I hope to raise a minimum of 
$100 and show Maryland that we too are behind any effort that helps our youth. If you feel you can help please do.   
I will be too cold to reach for my wallet afterwards I am sure, although I do plan on making a personal donation.  
 In January I am also attending Indiana’s midwinter training meetings and Wisconsin’s midwinter. In Febru-
ary I plan to attend the Iowa midwinter conference, Lincoln Pilgrimage in Illinois, Missouri state meetings, and then 
on to Washington, DC for our Legislative Meetings by month end.       
 Please welcome our National Vice Commander for the Eastern Region, Michael Cotten from Delaware in my 
place, and please give him the usual great NY hospitality.          

                 For God and Country,  Doc Gibbs, National Commander 
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  From the Desk of the National Commander...  

http://www.plungemd.com


 We appreciate coach Jeff Monken taking time to speak with us virtually every week, very evident to see his 
ability to inspire and keep everyone focused 24/7.  Thank you to all our page fans, sponsors, contributors and all the 
veterans at www.legion.org and Rallypoint.com.                                                                 Ken Kraetzer, Executive Director 

For our Public Relations Project at Mid-Winter, we will partner with 
National Commander Gibbs on his Polar Bear Plunge in Maryland, to 
raise funds for Special Olympics.  We will have a DONATION BOX at 
our Mid-Winter meetings, and ask you to contribute to this worthy 
cause, and help “Doc” show what New Yorkers can really do.  The 
funds will then be directed to his team (see  Doc’s article) as a De-
tachment of New York contribution.   

Of course you can still individually donate directly, but perhaps if we 
can raise enough as a group, we can get him to get his head wet as 
well as his body, and get pictures of icicles dripping from his mus-
tache!  So be prepared to chip-in at Mid-Winter, and give our Com-
mander lots of encouragement! 

 An amazing season, we were 
proud to cover West Point Football 
this past year from spring practice to 
the captains holding the Armed Forces 
Bowl Trophy:   
 August training camp, frustrat-
ing opening night at Duke, home wins 
over Liberty and Hawaii, the moment 
at Oklahoma with 2 minutes left when 
87,000 were on their feet screaming 
for their defense to stop Army offense, 
the next week when Buffalo had no 
idea what hit them, game saving 
tackle in OT by Elijah Riley vs. Miami, 
defeating Air Force second year in the 
row, completing second straight unde-
feated home season on Senior Day, 
the roar of the Corps of Cadets, Ken 

Brinson and the defense making key plays to defeat Navy, Kelvin Hopkins breaking tackles to run 75 yards vs. Houston. 
Bryce Holland, Darnell Woolfolk, James Nachtigal and so many others amazing throughout.    
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SAL Radio….by Ken Kraetzer 

 

REGISTER NOW 

Greg “Doc” Gibbs’  

National  

Commander  

Homecoming 
 

April 26-27 
Buffalo, New York 

 

See HOMECOMING link on 

the Detachment Website  

www.sonsdny.org for details 

CAN WE GET OUR NATIONAL COMMANDER TO SEND US  A  
PICTURE OF HIS MUSTACHE WITH ICICLES?? 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legion.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3iTKfUZlu9i2nXwF1etsSSircfM2otAXvuph0rd7e023T3yPNu7Lc7S0c&h=AT1LMdpE2SFhlYyC8z9vtRo-Ap3kOfLMVrlNX50F5UH3cNVdQlznlyEav8WkIQccUHOizs2gTnlajEqt2dCZGAAZf364oRQA-JSMCyCrdiIy7FxVETIPDabhRe
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FRallypoint.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1t2vCHGKdoYO7ywJ2vZ_JlAzjF_0bFA0vaGpLEvrxcyBap-_IUUZCYcq4&h=AT0G934H_7DMv2ed2bHE_FfMSRO_oEgdk54coMfO_krdGrlEsi8cjV9cKL49yOwPSJKnQI_gQR62B6vrRJxM0TExnOk3yZ7XDze2m-S9BN6ce3oJYsQBobhHiW
https://sonsdny.org/page/content/members/national-commanders-homecomingC:/Users/Gabe/Documents/2010Tax


 The Allegany County Sons of the American Legion (District 8) presented two donations to help out and recog-
nize area veterans.  Dale Kane, Allegany County Sons Commander, in blue jacket above said, “People don’t know who 
we are or what we do, but what we do is try to help out veterans and tonight’s donations are for two worthy causes.”
 Kane presented a $1,500 check to ACVO Commander Tom Carlin (Above Right).  Following that presentation, 
Kane and fellow Sons of the American Legion presented a $500 check (Above Left) to 10th grade Bolivar-Richburg stu-
dent Daniel Baldwin. On Veteran’s Day Baldwin unveiled a memorial in the Richburg cemetery recognizing the service 
of “All Men and Women of the Richburg Bolivar Area Who Served Our Country In The Armed Services.”  The conception 
and  the project resulting in the black granite memorial are Baldwin’s Boy Scout Eagle Project.  

 Yet while the monument is now in place, there are some fin-
ishing touches Baldwin wants to add.  The memorial is something 
Baldwin has been thinking about since age eight and attending his 
first Memorial Day service at the cemetery as a Cub Scout.  “I asked 
my father why there was no memorial for veterans in the cemetery.  
I thought then that it was something I could do to earn my Eagle 
Scout badge.”   Daniel said that the donation from the Sons of the 
American Legion will help with the maintenance of the stone, and 
help to install a bench and a commemorative granite slab recogniz-
ing those who contributed to the project. It will also help with the 
maintenance of the memorial, which includes a flagpole.   
 Carlin, Commander of the ACVO, an organization that has 
been around since 1983, accepted a $1,500 check from the Sons of 
The American Legion.  He said the $1,500 check will go toward clos-
ing in a recently constructed second pavilion on the Bath VA site. The 
site includes several acres of land and trails, a winterized cabin, pic-
nic pavilion and a pond and a new pavilion.    
 Kane explained that the reason behind the donations is that 
the SONS raise money throughout the year with an annual golf tour-
nament and other fundraising projects.     
 With the donations, Kane said he hopes more people will get 
to know the Sons of the American Legion organization and what they 
do.  “We’re helping Veterans”, Kane said.     
            Submitted by Randy Swarthout, PDC  1990-91 

(Above) Sgt. John Sardiello Post 1634 initia-
tion of new Sons members.  Pictured are three 
generations of sons, and the Squadron’s 
youngest sons member. 
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Share The Pride-Build the Pride    


