
On July 20, 2018 in Rochester New York, James “Jim” 
Coates from Honeoye Falls (District 7), was elected as 
our Detachment Commander for 2018-2019.   

Jim has been a member of Francis M. Dalton Post 282,  
Livingston County, for 20 years, and has held leader-
ship roles ranging from Squadron Commander to De-
tachment Vice Commander.   Jim has  held Commission 
Chairman positions as well and received many awards. 

With his theme of “Create Constancy of Purpose”  
through support, participation, and education, Jim’s 
goals include membership hitting 30,000 and increased 
donations to the Child Welfare Fund.  His Commander’s 
Project for the year is the National Emergency Fund. 

Greg “Doc” Gibbs, from Hamburg NY (Buffalo), a Past 
Detachment Commander and National Vice Com-
mander, was elected to the high office of National 
Commander for the Sons of The American Legion at the  
August National Convention in Minneapolis. 

With a strong delegation from New York of Sons and 
Legion Family members showing their support, Doc  
became the first person from our State in 30 years to 
reach this position. 

Pictures and videos capturing the election and installa-
tion can be found on the Detachment Website, and  a 
short essay from National Commander Gibbs outlining 
his goals and theme is enclosed in this publication. 
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Post Convention 2018 

A NEW YEAR FOR NEW YORK….                            
AND NEW LEADERSHIP TO GUIDE US 

The summer of 2018 began not only the 100th Birthday of the American Legion, but also  saw the election 
of new leaders with new ideas and plenty of ambition, at both the Detachment and National levels.  What 
makes it even more special this year, than in the past 30 years however, was that both individuals elected 
are New Yorkers!   We congratulate both, and look forward to your leadership in the year to come. 

Detachment Commander Jim Coates National Commander Greg “Doc” Gibbs 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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Sons and Legion 
Family Members: 

First of all I would 
like to thank each 
and every one of 
you for electing 
me as your Com-
mander for 2018-
2019. I can’t tell 
you how proud I 
am to be repre-
senting you, our 
29,600+  mem-
bers of this great 

Detachment of New York. This year is the 100
th
 

anniversary of the founding of The American 
Legion and we have a great year ahead of us, 
full of unprecedented opportunities to make 
New York stand proud with new achievements 
in membership and donations, supporting our 
Veterans and American Legion Programs. 

I just got back from our National Convention in 
Minneapolis last week after witnessing our own 
Greg “Doc” Gibbs being unanimously elected 
as National Commander for the Sons of The 
American Legion. And what a site to behold as 
the Tonawanda Band led Doc Gibbs, and the 
very large New York delegation around the 
convention hall after Doc was elected.   

Doc’s theme this year is “Honoring the past… 
continuing the Legacy” and his mission state-
ment for us is to have the highest Sons mem-
bership and the highest charitable donations. 

I am really looking forward to traveling with our 
Department Officers this year, Legion Riders 
Director Bob Wallace, Auxiliary President Marie 
Mock, and Legion Commander Gary Schacher. 
As I write this I am preparing to start our 62 
county visitations in Queens County on Satur-
day, September 8

th
.  

 

My theme for the year is to “Create Constancy 
of Purpose” for our squadrons in support of 
The American Legion and American Legion 
Programs. I hope to see many of you at the 
county visitations to hear about how we can 
make ourselves more successful through sup-
port, participation and education; the great job 
we have been doing as a Detachment; and 
how we need to, and can, get better by creat-
ing constancy of purpose. 

My project this year will again be the National 
Emergency Fund (NEF), following our Legion 
Commander Gary Schacher as we continue to 
see disasters strike our American Legion 
Posts and members.  I am also emphasizing 
the Veterans Walk-A-Thon, being championed 
by our VA&R Commission; and The American 
Legion Child Welfare Foundation, being 
championed by our Children and Youth Com-
mission. 

I hope to see many of you at our Fall DEC 
meeting on November 17

th
. This meeting will 

be hosted by the Lima American Legion, 
Francis M. Dalton Post 282, 2475 State Route 
65, West Bloomfield, NY 14585. Because our 
Fall DEC is so late this year our Commissions 
are already working on their plans and execu-
tion, so this meeting should be very full and 
informative. There will be a “Meet and Greet” 
starting at 6:00 PM on Friday evening at the 
Post and we are working on a late Saturday 
afternoon tour and evening dinner at the Na-
tional Warplane Museum in Geneseo, NY. 
The call will be coming out shortly with more 
details and lodging information. 

From here on in it is up to all of us. I thank you 
once again for your commitment and support 
and I hope to see all of you as I begin my trav-
els throughout our great Detachment. 

      James Coates, Commander 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

           by James Coates 



…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J.  Avery 
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Fellow Members, 

The Sons of The American 
Legion held their 47th Annual 
National Convention just over 
a week ago in Minneapolis, 
MN. Our Detachment of NY 
proudly registered all of its 62 
delegates and a whopping 48 
were in attendance. We also 
registered 15 guests.  

As anticipated, our own Greg 
“Doc” Gibbs was elected to 
the highest office of National 
Commander.  PNC Christo-
pher Cerullo gave a fantastic 
nominating speech for Doc to 
the Convention.  Host State 
Minnesota’s own PNC Doug 
Bible provided the seconding 
speech for Doc’s nomination.  

The entire New York Legion 
Family was in attendance for 
the elections as well as the 
induction of officers, which 
was conducted by our own 
PNC Fang Wong.  The Yan-
kee Doodle American Legion 
Band from Rensselaer NY 
marched through the hall fol-
lowing the election.  A sight 
not soon to be forgotten.  And 
one member of the band’s 
buglers rendered taps at the 
conclusion of the SONS Me-
morial Service.  

The American Legion Band of 
the Tonawandas led the New 
York delegation on a parade 
through the hall when our 
newly elected Commander 

took the stage for the Induc-
tion Ceremony.  

Doc’s “Committee to Elect” 
thanks all New York Legion 
Family members for their sup-
port over the last 2 years.  

Our new National Vice Com-
mander East is Mike Cotten 
from Delaware. The Leading 
Candidate for National Com-
mander is Clint Bolt from Vir-
ginia and the 2nd Leading 
Candidate is Michael Fox 
from California. 

Other National Officers from 
New York are Sgt-at-Arms 
Greg Falco, Historian Timothy 
Van Patten, II, Judge Advo-
cate Joseph Paviglianti, and 
National Assistant Adjutant 
Robert Avery. The National 
Commander’s Aide is PDC 
Gary Denmon.  

David Lee was appointed to 
the Legislative Commission, 
Gabe Cinquegrana continues 
on the National VA & R Com-
mission, PDC William Clancy 
was appointed Children & 
Youth Committee, and NEC 
John Chang was appointed to 
the National Committee on 
Resolutions, which reports to 
the NEC.  

I am proud to announce that 
David Perry from Charles E. 
Wescott Squadron 173 in 
Bath received the George B. 
Evans Grassroots Veterans' 
Advocate of the Year Award 

for his continued work on leg-
islative issues affecting our 
Nation’s veterans. Congratula-
tions Dave! 

The August 30
th
 2018 National 

Membership Report indicates 
we have 29,436 members, we 
are short of our goal by only 
247 members.  We however 
are nearly 500 members 
ahead of last year’s total on 
September 1

st
.  We are in 33

rd
 

place in the Nation.  

Let’s get the last renewals in 
for 2018 and get going on 
the 2019 year!! We need to 
have a banner membership 
year to support National 
Commander Gibbs and De-
tachment  Commander 

Coates!  

As we start the new year, I 
know that our New York mem-
bership will continue growing 
and supporting our veterans, 
children and youth, and local 
communities.  

On behalf of the Detachment 
Executive Committee I con-
gratulate the Squadrons for 
their hard work and commit-
ment of their members and 
you are all wished the very 
best in the coming year! 
    

For The Good of The Ameri-
can Legion Family, 

Robert J. Avery,                  
Detachment Adjutant 
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   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation….by Tom Kurk   

 Our commission started working on our programs the day after last year’s convention ended. We re-
vamped the Walk-A-Thon package this year to make it more user friendly. We created a Detachment of New York 
VA&R Face Book page that hit the web this year with great success.  A first ever commission conference call was 
held in September which included not only the VA&R Commission members but Commander Clancy and our De-
tachment Vice-Commanders. I had the pleasure of going to the final day of the National Creative Arts Festival in 
Buffalo. I urge everyone if you have the opportunity to attend this in the future.  At this year’s Commander’s Call at 
Mid Winter we had the opportunity to present new ideas on how to raise donations for the Walk-A-Thon. Also at 
Mid Winter we introduced a new subject to the membership, which we will continue to report on, Women Veter-
ans Rehabilitation.  This commission hopes that the subjects we reported on were well received and helpful.
 This year’s Walk-A-Thon generated $28,000.00 in donations. Department President Pat was presented a 
check of $14,000 for their half due to the outstanding work that the American Legion Auxiliary did for this event. 
Since 2007 when we started this joint project with the Auxiliary we have raised over $275,000 here in New York 
State.  A huge thanks goes out to all the members who participated this year.     
 This year’s winner of the William P. O’Connell Memorial Scholarship is Anthony R. Caccamo Jr. from Brook-
lyn NY and he belongs to Windsor Terrace Squadron #1175 in Kings County.    
 VA&R only received 78 Consolidated Reports this year but the numbers reported were impressive: Visits to 
Veterans Homes 1,789, Donations to Veterans Homes $35,304, Hours volunteered at VA Medical Centers 3,262, 
Donations to VA Medical Centers $20,297, Donations to Fisher House $8,375, Donations to Troop Support $12,250, 
Hours volunteered for other VA&R Projects 8,296, Donations to other VA&R Projects $57,814. To sum it up, our 
members made 2,329 visits for VA&R activities, volunteered 23,869 hours, with donations reported $142,292. Con-
gratulations and Thank you for all you have and I know you will continue to do for our veterans.  I would like to rec-
ognize Squadron #977 in Altamont, Albany County 3rd District, for the $34,000 donated to other VA&R Projects.  

150 MEMBERS PLUS 
1. Seeley B. Parish Squadron #457            Ontario County 
2. Chili Squadron #1830                            Monroe County 
3. New Hartford Squadron #1376                 Oneida County 
 

149 MEMBERS OR LESS 
Michael A. Rawley Jr, Squadron #1636           Kings County 
Cummings Bros.   Squadron #1426                   Kings County 
Windsor Terrace Squadron # 1175                    Kings County 

“Veterans Angels of Hope” has started an Equestrian Ther-
apy program for Veterans in Rockland County, according 
to Dominic Filippone, with their opening September 15th in 
Orangeburg, NY.   

It is operated 100% on grants and donations, so support is 
appreciated!  The VA states that it works, but they don't 
have an Equestrian program due to funding constraints.  

“Veterans Angels of Hope is a 501 (C) not for profit corpo-
ration, and can be found along with information on their 
Equestrian program on the internet and on Facebook. 

Please see to the right our VA&R Award 
Winners for the 2017-2018 year.  Our sin-
cere congratulations to all for a job well 
done.        

In closing Thank You for all you have done 
to make this year a success for our De-
tachment. It is a pleasure to work with all 
of you to help serve our veterans. 



 A new administrative year is upon us and the Americanism Commission is primed and ready to go! I would 
like to congratulate and welcome Herman Downer Jr. for being appointed to the Commission in July and also a re-
turning appointment went to PDC Charles Depo. 
 A brief overview of what our Commission reported at Convention is as a Detachment for Americanism pro-
grams we donated $181,853 as well as 73,670 hours. 78 boys were sponsored for Boys State and 122 girls were 
sponsored for Empire Girls State. 29,126 flags were purchased. Sadly this is not a complete picture as less than 1/3 
of our Squadrons completed and sent in a Consolidated Report on time again this year. I realize that it may look like 
a daunting task to fill out this report but if you have questions please reach out to your County or District organiza-
tion and they will be able to help you understand this task. Remember, that there is NO Squadron that does noth-
ing!   Winners this year for achievements in Americanism based on submitted Consolidated Reports are as follows, 
Congratulations to this year’s winners for their hard work: 
 

150 Members or more: 
1st Place: Cottreall Warner Squadron #942 – 7th District – Monroe County 
2nd Place: Mohawk Squadron #1450 – 4th District – Saratoga County 
3rd Place: New Hartford Squadron #1376 – 5th District – Oneida County 
149 Members or less: 
1st Place: Antwerp Squadron #916 – 5th District – Jefferson County 
2nd Place: Moses Taylor Jr, Squadron #136 – 9th District – Westchester County 
3rd Place: Michael A Rawley Jr. Squadron #1636 – 2nd District – Kings County 

 

 The Americanism Commission needs everyone’s help this year.  We need to get the word out about our es-
say contests for grades 1-5 and 6-8.  Entries were the lowest they have ever been last year.   Information for this 
year’s essay contests is posted on the Detachment Website.  Please ensure we are getting this information out to 
our schools as soon as possible to have the most exposure to students and their teachers. 
 We have a busy year ahead of us.  I will keep you updated in each issue of the Liberty concerning our Essay 
Contests, Scholarships and anything pertinent to the Americanism Committee.  If you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me.  My email is Dalybigelow@outlook.com. 
 As we head into fall, let’s all foster and perpetuate a true spirit of Americanism! 

   Americanism….by Jim Daly  
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 Having an effective Sons Organization  =  Making donations and doing good things 

Making donations and doing good things  =  Making others aware of your accomplishments 

Making others aware of your accomplishments  =  Making people aware of your Sons Organization 

Making people aware of your Sons Organization  =  More people interested in doing good thinks as well 

More people interested in doing good things as well  =  More people interested in being a member 

More people interested in being a member  =  Even more donations and doing even more good things 

Even more donations and doing even more good things  =  An even more effective Sons Organization. 

Going around in circles? or growing as a team?   

Let others know what you do, they just may want to do it as well! 

  Public Relations….by Gabe Cinquegrana    

mailto:Dalybigelow@outlook.com
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Images: Detachment Convention 2018 
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Images: National Convention 2018 



On August 21,  Saratoga 
County honored WWII 
Navy veteran Stephen 
Dennis during their 
Honor A Deceased Vet-
eran ceremony in Ball-
ston Spa.  Squadron 234 
Color Guard Rifleman 
Lloyd Helman brought 
his grandson Rory Brust 
to the memorials where 
the youngster attended 
the community service in 
the County Board Room, 
then he witnessed his 
grandfather and 234 
Honor Guard mem-
bers render a rifle salute. 

It was a busy summer schedule for #SALRadio.  We set up Facebook Live and produced video highlights at 
July 3rd arrival day for new cadets known as RDay, which also was Acceptance of Flag day for new Superin-
tendent Lt. Gen. Darryl Williams, who was just back from NATO command in Turkey. We went Facebook Live 
with 14K page views for the Class of '22 March Back 
parade from Cadet Basic Training.  Led large Flag 
Presentation for 9-11 Wall of Remembrance on July 
20th. Covered NY Yankees Military Appreciation Day 

on July 28th interviewing the Army Golden Knights 
parachute team.  Covered Atlantic City Airshow on 
Aug 22bd interviewing Army and USAF members.  It 
was an honor to do a call in interview with National 

CDR Greg Gibbs on Sept. 27th.  We were at Army 
football practice throughout August and invested in 
trip to season opener at Duke.  We will be heading to 
Fort Sill and the game vs Oklahoma Sooners on 
Sept. 21-22.  

Follow us on Facebook West Point Football Report 
and Twitter @SonsLegionRadio for Army Football at 
Buffalo on Sept. 29th. 
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SAL Radio….by Ken Kraetzer 

SAVE THE DATE 

Greg “Doc” Gibbs’  
National Commander  

Homecoming 
 

April 26-27 
Buffalo, New York 

 

See Upcoming Events on the 

Detachment Website  

www.sonsdny.org for details 

http://www.sonsdny.org/page/content/members/connections--links/2


 I owe a great debt of thanks to the entire NY 
Legion Family.  Christopher Cerullo delivered a great 
nominating speech, Fang Wong excelled throughout my 
installation, our fundraisers hit the mark, and the over-
all support with Jim Casey and the Legion as well as the 
mighty Auxiliary through Barbara Corker, has carried us 
through.  NY now has their second Sons National Com-
mander ever and I am honored to be that person.
 Everyone has participated in this success in one 
way or another and every dollar collected via shirt sales, 
donations, and fund raisers has helped. Our campaign 
committee chairman David Lee led our group through a 
daunting process that yielded success.  My aide, Gary Denmon and I now embark on a wonderful 100th Legion year od-
yssey.   We hope to give the Legion the best 100th Anniversary present ever, the highest Sons membership and the high-
est charitable donations. We are pushing towards 400,000 members and hoping that the Child Welfare Fund will top 
the $8 million dollar mark.            
 With New York’s continued engagement we will do it. Every squadron, post, and unit needs to remain part of 
our momentum and help this year be a banner year, reflecting well on us all as New Yorkers.     
 From the bottom of my heart, thank you all for your continued support.  Honoring the past……... continuing the 

Legacy….we move forward.       For God and Country, Doc 
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A Message From Our National Commander 

Sons Squadron 1796 in New Windsor was actively involved in bringing 
the “The Wall That Heals” to Newburgh Water Front this summer.  The 
Sons prepared and served meals during the closing ceremony and read-
ing of names, and were active in the arrival and assembly of the Wall.  
The entire Community came out to welcome and view the arrival, and its 
residence in Newburgh.  

https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1066124163565052&set=gm.2244770558873275&type=3&aref=1533035668320192&medium=email&mid=2244770558873275&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1061383134039155&set=gm.2237653226251675&type=3&aref=1533035668320192&medium=email&mid=2237653226251675&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1066123763565092&set=gm.2244770558873275&type=3&aref=1533035668320192&medium=email&mid=2244770558873275&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1066123933565075&set=gm.2244770558873275&type=3&aref=1533035668320192&medium=email&mid=2244770558873275&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com


(Below): Portville American Legion 814 participated with Honor Goard 
and Boys State representatives, and donated $500 to the “Ismalia Cart 
Corps Shriners who also were in the parade”. 

(Above): 3 members from Canaseragus Sons 
donated 6 sets of dishes for the new Commu-
nity Living Center at the Bath VA.  Kent, Dan, 
and Ken also bought a TV for the leisure new 
room.  With Director Ken Piazza on the right.   
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           Even More              

Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

Sons members 
from SAL 1796  
participated in 
New Windsor 
Community 
Days, a great 
success and  
good PR! 

(Right): PDC and Windsor Terrace 
1175 Commander Joe SantaCroce 
presents a $1,000.00 check to 
1175 Member Anthony R. Cac-
camo Jr. as the 2018 winner of 
the Detachment's William O'Con-
nell Scholarship announced at the 
Convention in July. Anthony, who 
recently earned his Eagle Scout 
Award, will attend Brooklyn's St. 
Joseph's College in the Fall.  

(Left): Post 1634 
Sgt. John Sardiello 
Sons and Legion 
members from W. 
Babylon New York 
marched in the Me-
morial Day parade 
and celebration. 

https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1089455444565257&set=gm.2283451311671866&type=3&aref=1535288211786228&medium=email&mid=2283451311671866&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1089455361231932&set=gm.2283451311671866&type=3&aref=1535288211786228&medium=email&mid=2283451311671866&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=1089455967898538&set=gm.2283451311671866&type=3&aref=1535288211786228&medium=email&mid=2283451311671866&n_m=gcinqueg%40rochester.rr.com

