
(Above left): Cattaraugus County Commander John Kiem presents a Volunteerism Award to Brandon Morrow, a senior 
at Portville Central School and a junior Sons Member of Squad 814.   Besides his many other activities, Brandon raised 
$3,000 for Hurricane Relief, set to be donated to Team Rubicon, and spent many hours organizing clean up days at a 
local cemetery.  He is a National Honor Society member, and helps with Toys4Tots and TOPS soccer.   He will be attend-
ing Fredonia State College in the fall majoring in Business Finance and will be playing soccer for them.  Also pictured 
presenting  is Carl Silvestri-Sons Commander, and Gene Lee-Portville Post 814 Commander.   (Above Right) County 
Commander Kiem presents a certificate of Appreciation from Portville Sons 814 to Legion Member Ron Moore, for all 
his tireless efforts within the Legion Family.  He is the Post finance officer and Chaplain, and is the Sons liaison.  
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Hayden Bartholomew, pictured left with Squad-
ron Commander Tim Fidler, was recently recog-
nized by Squadron 169 in Oneida, District 6, for 
his efforts helping a family member in an emer-
gency situation.  

Now the National American Legion Auxiliary has 
also recognized his efforts, awarding him their 
“Youth Hero & Good Deed Award” (right).  All 169 
Family members are very proud of him as are all 
in the 6th District, and the Detachment of NY.  

 

                   

     Share The Pride - Build the Pride    

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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My fellow Sons, 

Spring time! It is a 
time of special en-
ergy, when nature 
comes back to life, 
flowers bloom, and 
grass turns green. 
Everyone welcomes 
Spring’s arrival, and 
that first day you 
can go outside after 
the long winter and 

say "Ahhh... The sun is finally shining! 

As an organization, we finish all of our 62 County 
visitations in spring, we hold our annual oratorical 
contest in spring we prepare for Boys and Girls 
State, we kick off the American Legion Baseball sea-
son, and we near the end of our membership year 
as we go into summer. 

All important things that bring energy to the organi-
zation - perhaps most important of them being 
those that we do for our youth and our member-
ship because both are the source of a strong future, 
not just for our organization but for our country 
which we love and continue to serve. 

So I would encourage all of you who are reading 
this message to bring the energy of spring time 
back to your squadron! 

It's been my observation in all of my travels around 
our great state, that the squadrons  with more en-
ergy, more activities, more vitality, are those that 
are having the easiest time expanding their mem-
bership. 

So do your best to energize your squadron! Get all 
of your membership renewals in, and keep working 
to recruit new members. Our membership year-end 
is rapidly approaching and we all want to meet our 
membership goals. 

Beyond membership, there are so many other 
ways to build energy and excitement in your 
squadron but there is one way that I am starting 
to ask every squadron to put a new emphasis on. 

I am asking every squadron to run an event - spe-
cifically to raise funds for the American Legion 
Child Welfare Fund "the CWF" 

The CWF benefits of variety of children's causes, 
and it is the signature fundraising charity of the 
Sons of the American Legion. Last year the SAL on 
a national level, broke its own record by giving 
almost $600,000 to the CWF. 

The CWF is also a great way to spread awareness 
of the SAL around the communities and towns 
where we live, because helping kids in need, ap-
peals to everybody.  I would like to set a long-
term goal for the detachment of New York to be 
the annual top donor to the CWF, and if every 
squadron does one event towards this goal we 
will have no trouble being first in the nation when 
it comes to Children and Youth 

So get out there this Spring and Bring some en-
ergy to your squadron, blowout your membership 
goals and run a fundraiser for the CWF! 

As always I thank you for your service and I look 
forward to all the good things in the remainder of 
my term as your commander! 

For God and country, Enthusiastically, 

   William Clancy III, Commander

  

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

           by William Clancy III 

Have you made your reservations yet for the Detach-
ment Convention??  If not, go to the Detachment web-
site to access the Detachment Convention Webpage. 

It will have everything there is know about the Con-
vention, links to popular spots in the area, and the offi-
cial link to access Housing information for your stay in 
Rochester.  Go there now before you forget. 

http://www.sonsdny.org/page/content/programs/2018-detachment-convention


…….FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK 

          by Robert J. Avery 
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As the Administrative Year 

for our Detachment draws to 

a close, I would just like to 

touch on a couple of items. 
 

Membership: 

So close but not quite there. 

We were 582 members short 

of the 90% Target Date on 

April 11, 2018.  Right now 

we stand at 26,132 members 

and are in 32nd place in the 

Nation at 88.1% of the 100% 

Goal which is May 9th.  We 

need 3,551 more members to 

reach our 100%. We ask all 

Squadrons to continue to 

contact their unpaid mem-

bers! Remember: “renewals” 

are the key to success. Let’s 

be at 100% by May 9th!   

 

Officer Certification 

Form (OCF): As Squadron 

elections are taking place 

next month, each and every 

Squadron Adjutant is re-

minded that their very first 

task is to submit an Officer 

Certification Form (OCF) to 

Detachment Headquarters! 

The form is included in the 

Convention Call mailing, 

also is in the Detachment 

Manual, and also can be 

found at our Detachment 

website 24 hours a day in a 

convenient fill-able format 

at www.sonsdny.org. With-

out an OCF on file, the De-

tachment has no way of con-

tacting you, knowing if you 

still are functioning, and 

will not release your 2019 

membership cards. Make 

sure you are using the cur-

rent form. Older forms will 

no longer be accepted! De-

tachment requires an 

OCF each and every 

year, even if your officers 

remain the same! 

 

Consolidated Squadron 

Report (CSR): All Squad-

rons have been mailed the 

CSR which shows your man 

hours and donations that 

will be compiled with others 

to show everything we do in 

support of America’s veter-

ans, children and youth and 

assistance within our local 

communities. This report is 

also the basis for any 

awards or citations pre-

sented by the Detachment 

and National organizations. 

April 30th is the deadline to 

submit.  

 

National Convention: The 

47th National Convention of 

the Sons of The American 

Legion will be held in Min-

neapolis, Minnesota August 

24-26, 2018. The Sons Na-

tional Convention will be 

held in the Minneapolis 

Convention Center. As eve-

ryone knows, we are hoping 

that our own PDC Greg 

“Doc” Gibbs will be elected 

National Commander at 

about 8:30 AM Sunday morn-

ing August 26, 2018 after the 

SONS Memorial Service. You 

are encouraged to be at the 

Convention Center by 8:00 

AM. The Installation of Offi-

cers will take place after the 

Joint Memorial Service, at 

about 12:30 PM on Sunday 

August 26, 2018 at the Con-

vention Center.  

 

The New York HQ hotel is 

the Millennium Minneapolis. 

Room rates are $137.00 

King/Double, $147.00 Triple 

Occupancy and $157.00 for 

Quad Occupancy. The dead-

line for reservations is July 

30th. Information (including 

the Housing Form) can be 

found on the Detachment 

Website when National has 

issued the Official Call which 

will be after the upcoming 

Spring NEC meetings, and 

can also be found on the De-

partment website.   

 

For The Good of The Ameri-

can Legion Family, 
 

Robert J. Avery,                  
Detachment Adjutant 

http://www.sonsdny.org/
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   Legion Family College….by Bruce Ruthven   

Attention all Sons: 
 The American Legion Family College Department of New York ad-
missions deadline is extended until May 1, 2018. 

 American Legion College of New York is a three-day immersion 

into the Legion’s programs and structure, and issues facing the largest 

veterans’ organization in the country. 

 It is now a Legion Family College for members of the Legion, the 

Auxiliary, the Sons of the American Legion, and American Legion Riders. 

 Classes will be held at Morrisville State College (SUNY Morrisville) 

on June 1-3, 2018. Legion College fosters leadership skills of Legion Family members as they work in teams 

to solve problems they may face in their home post, unit, squadron or chapter.    

 The curriculum covers an array of topics, such as leadership and communication; Americanism, 

children and youth; MyLegion.org; legislation; constitution and bylaws; duties of local officers; media rela-

tions; membership.   More information and an application can be found at:   http://www.sonsdny.org/

page/content/programs/american-legion-family-college. 

 All Sons members are encouraged to attend. Squadrons, Counties, Districts and the Detachment 

are asked to sponsor members to a great legion program. Members will enhance their knowledge and ap-

preciation of The American Legion, and learn the core values and contributions of the organization, the 

American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of The American Legion, the American Legion Riders and many subordi-

nate programs.            

 The overall expertise gained during the classroom and small group sessions prepares The American 

Legion Family members for leadership positions in posts (units, squadrons, and chapters), counties, dis-

tricts and department through education, development and motivation. The curriculum challenges the up-

coming leaders to think critically and creatively about issues confronting the Legion Family.  

The 76th anniver-
sary of the Bataan 
Death March was 
commemorated 
in Orangeburg NY 
at Orangeburg’s 
Camp Shanks Re-
turn Home Monu-
ment.  April 8th, 
2018 one year 
later Laying of a 
wreath at Bataan 
Road by Sons 
Squadron 329 

http://www.sonsdny.org/page/content/programs/american-legion-family-college
http://www.sonsdny.org/page/content/programs/american-legion-family-college


PAGE 5 
DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK NEWSLETTER VOLUME 7 ISSUE 4  PAGE 5 

   Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation….by Tom Kurk   

Greetings once again from your Detachment VA & R Commission. Here we are in April and our 
year is winding down. This is a busy month. The date of “They Marched For Us, We Walk For 
Them” Walk-A-Thon is April 21, 2018. If you have not organized some sort of fundraiser for this 
annual event it is not too late. Every dollar raised makes a difference in the lives of our veterans 
and their families. No contribution is too small. There has been some great feedback from Fund-
raisers that have gone on already. The April 21

st
 date is a suggested date. If you have an event 

please have the donations sent into Detachment Headquarters by the middle of May. This gives 
us time to have everything processed by convention and checks sent to the benefactors.  

April 30
th
 is the date Consolidated Reports are due and the due date is for the William P. O’Con-

nell Memorial Scholarship is also April 30
th
. Let’s reach for 100% reporting this year. Every dollar 

donated and every volunteer hour counts to help support the programs of the American Legion. 
We need to have it reported to make it count. 

We have touched on a number of subjects concerning Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation this 
year. Areas we have touched on include Homeless Veterans, Operation Comfort Warriors, 
Women Veterans Rehabilitation to name a few. We still need to have an active registered Sons 
of The American Legion member as a volunteer in several VA facilities. Right now we only have 
five VAMC’s with a certified “VAVS Representative” out of the thirteen VAMC’s in New York. 
Please see me if you have any questions about being a “VAVS Representative”. 

Veterans Appreciation Day is May 19, 2018. This is an event where we as Sons of The American 
Legion can show our appreciation to the veterans in our communities. There are numerous 
things we can do. Put on a free lunch at our Post Home, organize a field trip such as a trip to a 
sporting event, fishing trip, volunteer to help with some household chores that veteran needs 
help with. Please try to participate with your Squadron on this day. 

In closing Thank You for what you have done for our veterans. Remember Our Veterans Are Our 

Greatest Resource. 

  Membership….by Daryl Verstreate    

Our next target date of 100% is May 9, 2018 we currently stand at 26,647 Member or 89.77%. In 
order to reach the 100% we need to reach 29,683 Members another 3,036 Members. 

Everyone has done an outstanding job this year and we couldn’t ask for 
anything more. We currently have 32 Squadrons over 90% and 3 at or 
over 100%. I encourage everyone to take a look at the graph on the 
Detachment website, please pay special attention to this year’s Rate 
compared to last years.  
 
Along, with the target dates. For a good portion of the year we have 
surpassed the renewal rate of last year. Team work at its best. 
 
Keep up the great work, see you at convention.  



William E. DeBevoise Squadron 1682  of  New City 
presented $2,000 to Hi Tor Animal Shelter to go 
towards their Service Dog Training Program.  Pic-
tured left are Clarkstown Town Board members 
Frank Borelli 
and Don Fran-
chino, Town 
Clerk (and 
Squadron Chap-
lain) Justin 
Sweet, County 
Legislator Har-
riet Cornell, 
Squadron Adju-

tant Justin Elmendorf, Frank Pugliese, Director of the Training Program at Hi Tor, 
Sue Branham, Acting Director of the Rockland County Veterans Service Agency, 
Squadron Commander Billy Carton and Squadron Vice Commander John Nicholls.   
Right: County Legislator Harriet Cornell presented the Squadron with the Rock-
land County Distinguished Service Award. 

As I write this article it is the middle of April and snow is still falling! Hopefully warmer weather is 
on its way  soon!            
 Since it is spring, I wanted to spotlight one of our programs, American Legion Baseball. This began 
in 1926 where 15 states organized, sponsored local teams, and schedules were put together and tourna-
ments were played. Did you also know that the 1st National Champions came from the Cook Post #321 of 
Yonkers New York? Over the years American Legion Baseball has furnished Major League Baseball with 
quality players over the years. This great program has seen a decline in recent years and we need to stem 
the tide. If you have or have access to facilities, look into sponsoring this great program.  
 The deadline for the essay contests for grade school children has passed and we will begin judging 
the entries soon. Also, the Deadline for the Cerullo Scholarship is fast approaching (April 30th). Quite a few 
applications have been turned in so far, we can not wait to see the final count for applicants this year!
 Memorial Day is fast approaching, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for 
those who have died in service of the United States of America. I would encourage all to make sure our 
Veterans graves have an American Flag posted on them in honor of their service to this great country. 
Also, while this holiday has become more focused on opening the pools in the backyard and enjoying a 
BBQ with family and friends, when your town or municipality marks Memorial Day with a Ceremony 
please make it a point to take an hour or so out of your holiday weekend to remember why we have an 
extra day off and honor those who have paid the ultimate price for our freedom we enjoy today! 
 We also have Flag Day coming up on June 14th. I will also encourage you to reach out to your local 
school districts and find out if your Squadron can put on an assembly to teach our young children about or 
Flag Etiquette and education. Unfortunately, there seems to be less emphasis on this in recent years on 
this and we need to find a way to bring this back to the forefront of educational focus.   
 I would like to take a moment to thank our own Greg “Doc” Gibbs and Robert Avery for participat-
ing in the judging for the American Legion Oratorical Contest!   This year’s contest winner is Carlissa 
Frederich from the Department of Kentucky.  Congratulations to Carlissa!     
 If you have any Americanism questions, please reach out to me at Dalybigelow@outlook.com! 

   Americanism….by Jim Daly  
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Albany County Legion Family members gathered on April 
21st for Walk-A-Thon 2018 (right).  At the Walk alone, over 
$4,100 was raised.  (below left):  Sons and Auxiliary from 
Ontario, Wayne, and Livingston Counties, joined together 
raising $5,030, and still counting.  Their Walk was at the Can-
andaigua VA main Courtyard Pavilion.   Recreation Staff and 
Volunteers brought some of the Veteran Residents out to 

take part in 
the Walk.  
At the Bath 
VA  Medical 
Center (below 
right), Legion 
Family gathered 
for the Walk.  
Kudos to all 
across the State 
who partici-
pated. 
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Walk-A-Thon 2018 

 The Detachment’s Public Relations Commission members are:  William Clancy, Timothy Van Patten 
II, Kevin Harrington, Ken Kraetzer, Jim Coates, Joe Guidice, and again as Chairman Gabe Cinquegrana.
 Public Relations is a vital key to membership; people want to join organizations that they have heard 
of, and are aware of the good things they do.  The more you let people know, the more people will know you!
 When you last conducted an event with your Squadron did you notify your Squadron members?  Did 
you publicize the event to your Legion Family Members either in person or by posters?  Did you contact local 
media by phone or email?  Did you place information about the event on social media or on a website?  It’s 
difficult enough to have a successful event these days with everyone after a piece of the pie, if you don’t do 
one or more of these Public Relations efforts, the success of your event will be a foregone conclusion.   
 And after the last event you conducted, did you place pictures of the event on the bulletin board at 
your Post?  Did you contact the major players at the event and thank them?, did you write up information 
about the event and send with pictures to the local media?  When you let people know what you did, and 
what you can accomplish, it will always be in the back of their minds the next time you want people involved, 
and they will remember that this is what your Sons are all about, and will be more inclined to participate.    
 Public Relations is actually a communication process; a process that builds relationships between In-
dividuals and Organizations.  It’s really all about letting people know this is who we are, this is what we do, 
and here is what we have accomplished.  Individually we become more powerful when we learn, and then 
teach each other.  Our Organization becomes more powerful when we take that knowledge, share it with oth-
ers, and let people know we have it.          

 This Newsletter is part of the communication process, in an effort to educate ourselves and others on 
the activities and programs of the Sons of the American Legion.  Please forward all articles and photos from 

your Squadron for inclusion in the Convention issue of The Liberty no later than June 30, 2018.  

Send to: Gabe Cinquegrana, PR Chairman,  4178 Angela Way, Canandaigua, NY  14424           

Email: gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

Public Relations…by Gabe Cinquegrana 
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 Organizers from Henry Cornell American Legion Post 234 in Ballston Spa placed announcements in 
newspapers alerting families to bring their children for some fun at the Easter Egg Hunt for three age cate-
gories, toddler, pre-school and early grades.   
 Volunteers prepared the Post’s community room with colorful decorations and served cupcakes and 
soda to their anxious egg hunters, while family chaperones took pictures of the featured hare surrounded 
by happy boys and girls.  Children 2-years-old to early elementary age carried wicker baskets onto the lawn 
and began looking for the hiding spots, while the remaining ages waited for their turn at the party tables.  A 
hopping good time was had by all! 

   For the Good Of  The Sons…. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year the Post 282 Legion Family, Legion, SAL, Auxiliary & Riders host the Ben 
Rowlinson Memorial Easter Egg Hunt. Pictures indicate a good time was had by all. 

(left): Charles E. Westcott Squadron # 173  held their Youth Wrestling 
Tournament, trophy’s presented by Squadron Commander David Perry. 

(right): The Bath 
Squadron also 
sponsored a Sen-
ior Citizens Free 
Chicken & Biscuit 
Dinner  April 15th 
for 55 years of 
age and older.  
Both events were 
a great success. 
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 Granito Smith Squadron 296 in Staten Island continues to be a champion for Veterans, families in 
need, and children across the Island.  Squadron Commander Anthony Navarino and members are especially 
generous to St. Adalbert School.  See Navarino below on right, and with State Senator Diane Savino.  
  

   For the Good Of  The Sons….(con’t) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Detachment members gathered with National Sons Com-
mander Danny Smith at the Commander’s Homecoming in Ne-
braska.  From left: David Lee, Robert Avery, Greg Falco, National 
Commander Smith, Past National Sons of The American Legion 
Commander Chris Cerullo, David Bishop, Gary Denmon, and Jim 
Coates, leading Candidate for Detachment Commander. 

Above:  NY favorite Son Greg “Doc” Gibbs, 3rd 
from right, continues to travel the country as 
leading candidate for National Commander.  
Pictured here at a fundraiser in his honor.  It is 
not too late to contribute to Doc’s cause, go to 
the Detachment Website, bottom of the page. 



Canandaigua Squadron 256, Phelps 
Squadron 457, and Geneva Squadron 
396, partnered to help fund the open-
ing of  Legacy Lodge at the Canandai-
gua VA, for families with Veterans in 
Hospice Care.  The 3-room facility is 
available to family members who live a 
distance, or need to stay close when 
time is at a premium.  Left:  All  three 
Squadron Commanders cut the ribbon 
with the Medical Center Director. 

Left:  On April 8th, District 
6’s Oneida Junior Squadron 
169 and our Junior Auxiliary 
169 held a breakfast fund-
raiser to celebrate the Na-
tional Month of Military 
Children. They raised 
$130  and had a nice dedica-
tion ceremony highlighted 
by the Memorial table.   

SAL Squadron 1796, New Windsor,N.Y. 
handed plaques to business groups and   

to the Newburgh Free Academy band and chorus, all who helped SONS 1796 with their annual Pearl Harbor Day Event, 
held in December at the Newburgh Water Front. The SONS gave plaques to ShopRite of Vails Gate for their outstanding 
support with Veterans Programs, and Blu-Point who every year puts on a breakfast and coffee and juice just before the 
event. Each Veteran that attends the event receives a Pearl Harbor Coin, that the SONS had made for the occasion . 
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           Even More              

Share The Pride-Build the Pride    

Right: Squadron 169 held their second annual Career Fair, surpass-
ing last year’s totals of participation in the first hour, and doubled 
the number of employers them. Special thanks to Matt Brennan 
NYSDOL Veterans Representative. Really big thanks to our brothers 
from the 5th district, Croghan 1663 and the Henry P. Smith Post #24 
in Rome. Also, CNY Purple Heart Chapter #490 contributed. 


